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PREFACE. 

THAT Family Prayer is an indispensable du- 
ty and an important means of religion, are points 
generally allowed and here taken for granted. If 
this collection .should fall into the hands of any 
who need to be convinced of either, they are re- 
ferred to the many excellent discourses, which 
have been published on the subject. 

Among the excuses urged for the omission of 
this duty, one of the most frequent is the want 
of ability or confidence to pray in the presence of 
others. Where this is the case, the most natural 
and proper advice is, " Make use of Forms.'* 
The expedience of so doing, we shaU not attempt 
to prove. It is admitted by the best Divines, 
several of whom have published forms for the use 
of families. 

' We arc far from discouraging the use of ex- 
temporary prayer. It has many advantages pe- 
culiar to itself. And some common Christians 
possess such a talent for \t, X^YaX >^Nfc ^k&s^c^^nx^^ 
of any precomposcd foxta \NOvi\SL \'ifie«x \s\>gs 
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than assist the family devotion. There are, how- 
ever, some serious people, who are destitute of 
this gift, or possess it in a moderate degree. — 
These had better use forms, than omit the duty. 
And probably there are few heads of families, but 
who may find iimck assistance in the perusal of 
well eomposed forms. Those contained in the 
fcUowing collection are esteemed to be of this 
description ; and an; therefore recommended to 
the publick 

BY THE EDITORS. 
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LORD\S DAY MORNING. 

MOST gracious God and Father : It is good 
for us to draw near to Thee. O do Uiou draw 
nigh unto us ! 

We bless thee for the return of this morning 
light. Let the day-spring from on high \isit our 
souls, and the sun of righteousness arise with- 
healing under his wings. The light we see is 
the Lord's. This is the day which the Lord has 
made, we will rejoice and be gkd in rt. 

O that we may be in the spirit on the Lord^i 
day : That this may be indeed die sabbath of the 
Lord in our dwellings and in our hearts : A sab- 
bath of rest from sin, and of rest in God. Ena- 
ble us, we pray thee, so to sanctify this day, that 
it may be made a means of our sanctification. — 
Grant that, by resting from our worldly em ploy • 
ments, our hearts may be more taken off from 
present things ; and thai, by employing our time 
in the worship of God, we may be led into a more 
experimental acquaintance with the work of hea- 
ven, and be made more meet' for that blessed 
world. 

While on this day we remember t.V\^ ^t^-cX^^^ >• 
of creation as finished, we give ^^t>f x.o >Je.v.^^^ 
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God the Father almighty, the maker of heaven- 
ixud (jisih. 

O i-icu who didst at first command the light 
to shii:c out of darkness, shine this day into our 
hearts, and give us more of the light of the 
knowledge of thy glory, in the face of Jesus 
Christ ; and let us be thy workmanship, created 
anew in him unto good works. 

With peculiar pleasure would wc call to mind: 
the resurrection of our exalted Redeemer from 
the dead, on the first day of the week, by which 
^ he was declared to be the Son of God with power, 
and is become the first fruits of them that slept* 
O that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so. W€ also may rise and walk^ 
in newness of life* 

We bless thee tliat, when Jesus was glorified, 
the Holy Ghost was given to carry on his under- 
taking till his second coming, and that we have 
the promise that he shall abide with us for ever« 
We pray that the Spirit of him that raised up* 
Christ from .the dead, may dwell and rule in us,, 
to make us partakers of anew and*divinc nature. 

We bless thee for thy hdy word, which is a 
light to our feet and a lamp to our paths. 

Especially wc bless thee for tne great gospel 
record, iUhat God hath given to vlb etemsd life, 
" and that this life is in his Son.?' O may we re- 
ceive it as a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
septation. May we have an interest in the medi- 
ation of thy Son ; and grant that Christ nmy be 
made of God onto us^ wisdom, righteousness^. 
^ncdScation and redemption. 
IVe bless thee for the new covctvaxit m^A^ vnA^ 
^sj/j Jesus ChrUt. May wc fly for ^^u^Xoav, 
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and take hold of it, as the hope set bt-forc us. O 
receive us graciously into the bonds of the cove- 
nant, and make us accepted in the Beloved. 

Grant that our hearts mav this dav Ix: filU'd 
with pleasicg thoughts of Christ, and that grciit 
love wherewith he hath loved us. For hiisakc 
forgive all our sins, in thought, word, and deed ; 
and let our lusts be mortified, that they may not 
be as clogs to hinder the ascent of our souls li'ja* 
yen wards* 

We pray thee to assibt us in all the rclif^ious 
services gf this thine own holy day. Go witii us 
to the solemn assembly ; for if thy presence go 
not with us, wherefore should we go thither ? 
Help us to draw nigh to thee with a true heart, in 
full assurance of faith. Meet us, O God, witli 
a blessing. Grace thine own ordinances with 
that special pre&ence of thine, which thou hast 
promised where two or three are met together in- 
thy name. Help us against our manifold infirmi- 
ties, and the sins that do most easily beset us in- 
our attendance upon thee. Let thy word come 
with life and power vpon our souls, and be as 
good seed sown in good soil, taking root and 
bringing forth fruit to thy praise. And let our 
prayers and praises be spiritual sacrifices* accep- 
table in thy sight through Jesus Christ. * ^ 

We pray, Q Lord^ that thy presence may be 
in all Christian assemblies this day^ Grace be 
with all them that love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity ; yea, let great grace be upon them all. 
Assist all the ministers of t\ve ^ot)."^^ ^^Cc^X ^^^ 
may rightly divide the word ot \.\>\\^\^ '5&s\^%\«^ 
with p/ainness, fervour^ aud SMWi^^s* ^ejysA^"^ 
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servant on whose ministry we attend, and make 
him an instrument of much good to our souls. 

In the chariot of the everlasting; gosncl may 
the c:reat Redeemer ride forth triuir^hantlv, con- 
qiuing sir.d to gonquer, and let every thoujrUt be 
subdued into obedience unto him. May maiiv 
be brought to believe the report of the gospel, 
and to many may the arm of the I-^ord be reveal- 
ed. May sinners be converted to thee, and thy 
Siiints be buill up in knowledge, faith, holiness 
and comfort, unto salvation. 

Now the God of hope fill us with joy &nd peace 
in believing, for Christ Jesus' sake, our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer, who hath taught us to 
pray, 

Our Father, Sec* 
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O Eternal, evcr-blessed, and glorious Lord 
God: Thou art overall, God blessed forever; 
most wise and powerful, holy, just, and good. 
Thou art happy without us, and iiccdest notour 
services ; nor can our goodhes^ extend unto thee ; 
but without thee we are miserable ;. if thy good- 
ness extend not unto us, we are forever undone. 
We therefore entreat thy favour with our whole 
Jltcart Thy loving kindness is better than life. 
IVe bewail it before thee that, by vWe dicvTvxVwx 
^^ c;z/r hearts, u e are beconc\e odious Xo \.Yv\v\^Vvo 
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linessi and utterly unfit to inherit the kingdom of 
God: and we confess that, by our many uctu.-il 
transgressions, we are become obnoxious to thy 
justice^ and liable to thy wrath and curse. 

But with thee, O God, there is mercy, and 
plenteous redemption. Blessed be thy name, 
thou hast graciously provided for all who trulx re* 
pent and believe the gos|x;l, that the guilt of their 
sins may be removed through the merit of thy 
Son's death, and the power of them broken by 
his Spirit. We rejoice in the assurance we b.avc, 
that he is able to save to the uttermost them t!iat 
come unto thee through him, seeing that he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them. 

Lord we come to thee through this blessed 
mediator, earnestly desiring, by repentance and 
faith, to turn from the world and the flesh, unto 
thee as our God and Father in Jesus Christ, as 
our ruler and our portion. 

We desire to have nothing more to do with sin ; 
and pray as earnestly that the power of it may be 
subdued in us, as that the guilt of it may be re- 
moved from us. May the God of peace sanctify 
us wholly. Renew us in the spirit of our minds, 
and make us in every thing such as thou wouldst 
have us to be. 

Mortify our pride, and clothe us with humility. 
Subdue our angry passions, and put on us the or- 
nament of a meek and quiet spirit," which in the 
sight of God is of great price. Help us to cru. 
cify the flesh, with all its affections and lusts ; to 
keep under our body, and bring it into subjectioi. 
to the laws of reason and religion ; that we may 
always possess our vesseV \v\ ^^YvcX^v:J;iXvci^^ -^.iJi. 
honor. 
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Let the love of the world be rooted out of us, 
and that covetousness which is idolatry ; and let 
the love o^ God in Christ be shed abroad in our 
hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost. Mortify 
in us all envy and hatred, lualice and unchargita- 
bleness ; and engage us to love one another with a 
pure heart fervently, as becomes the followers of 
the blessed Jesus, w ho has given us this as his 
new eommandment. 

We pray thee to rectify all our mistakes. If in 
any thing of moment we be* in an error, discover 
it to us, and let the Spirit of truth lead us into all 
truth. May we know the truth as it is in Jesus : 
the truth which is according to godliness. Give 
us that good understanding which they have that 
do thy commandments. 

Convince us more effectually, we pray thee, of 
the vanity of the world, and its insufficiency to 
make us happy ; of the vileness of sin, and its 
tendency to make us miserable : of the worth of 
our souls, and the awfulness of that everlasting 
state, on the borders of wliich we are standing ; 
and make us serious and dilligent in our prepar- 
ation for it. 

May we labour less for the mei.t which perish- 
cth, and more for that which endureth to everlast- 
ing life. May we be governed by that faith which 
is the substance of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not seen. May we use the world 
so as not to abuse it, kno ving that the world, and 
the fashion of it, passeth away, and that we arc 
passing away with iu 

And prepare vSf OLord, we beseech thee, for 
trhntever we may meet with beiweeu \K\^^T\^t\\^ 
£^ra ve. \Vc kno^v not what is btfcie v\s^ \>wx. x\\o\\ 
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kno\V€st ; and we di'bire cheerfully to leave our- 
selves in thy hands, who order<ist all things well. 
We beg of thee to fit us, l)y thy grace, fur all the 
strviccs, and all the anflcri'iKS to w.iich tliou may- 
est call us. Arm us ngainst every temptation, 
and help us at all times, and in all conaitions, t(j 
glorify God, to keep a good conscience, and to 
be found in the way of our duty, that we may 
maintain our hope and joy in Christ, and havj a 
bright believing prospect of eternal life. 

l^Here bring in the Intercession^ when there is thie 

for it, page 12,] 

Bless abundantly nil the members of this fami- 
ly, and make us blessings to each other. VV^heth- 
er parents or children, masters or servants, old 
or young ; help us faithfully to discharge tlie du- 
ties of our several stations, in an honourable, ac- 
ceptable, and Ji>eful manner ; and give us all a 
happy meeting at last in the house eternal in the 
heavens. - 

We bless thee gracious God, for the continu- 
ed comforts of life, and particularly for all the 
mercies of this thine own holy day. How amiu- 
ble are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! A day 
in thy courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
Bless the word which we have this day heard, 
both to us and to all that attend upon it. Hear the 
prayers we have offered ; accept our praises, aiid 
forgive whatever thy pure eye hath seen amiss, in 
our performances. * * 

Take us under tliy protection this night, and 
enable us to close the day with thee, that we may 
lie down in peace, and our s\e^\^ tewj \i^^^^^X% 
Be with us through the ensuing ^\t*^\ \ ^Vi';^^^ ^xs 
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to carry into it something of tliis day's enjcy* 
ments i that we may be the belter fitted for an- 
other sabbath, if -we shrill live to see another ; and 
gra^t that by all the means we enjoy on earth, we 
may be made meet for the everlusting sabbath a- 
bove, when time and days shall be no more. 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisi- 
ble, the only wise God and our Saviour, be hon- 
or and glory, dominion and praise, henceforth 
and for ever. 



A GENERAL INTERCESSION* 



WE tumbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
to accomplish all that thou hast promised con- 
cerning thy Church in the latter days. Let the 
earth be filled with thy glory. Let the fulness of 
the Gentiles be brought in, and let all Ibrael be 
saved. 

Propagate the gospel in all parts of otir land. 

Let the enlargement of trade and commerce con- 

tribute to the enlargement of thy church. Let 

the Kingdom of Christ, in all places, be erected 

upon the ruins of Satan's kingdom. Hasten the 

downfall of the man of sin, and let primitive 

Christianity, pure religion, and undefiled before 

God, even the Father, be revived and made to 

jBounsh wherever the gospel is sent. Let the 

ponrer of godliness preyaxX among all tl^at have 

^*c /brm of it. 
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May the\vars of the nations end in the pcrxe 
of the church, and the convulsions and rcvohi. 
tions of states and kingdoms, issue in the ad- 
. vancement of the kingdom of God among men ; 
■ that kingdom which cannot be moved. 
I Bless all the ministers of thy holy word. Make 
I them burning and shining lights : faithful to 
Christ ar.d the souls of men. -' Unite them and 
' thy people together in truth and love. Pour out 
i upon them a healing spirit ; a spirit of charity, 
'. forbearance, and condescension. With one con- 
. , sent may they all study to promote the interest of 
our great Master, and the common salvation of 
precious souls. 

Prospe r, we pray thee, the trade of the nation ; 
^ guard our coasts ; disappoint the devices of our 
I enemies, and preserve the public peace. Bless 
; the fruits of the earth ; continue our plenty : a- 
bundantly bless our provisions, and satisfy our ' 
poor with bread. Preserve the health of the na- 
tion, and delight to dw(:ll among us and to do us 
good* 

We pray for all our friends and relatives, that 
they may be the objects of thy providential care, 
and enriched with the blessings of thy heavenly 
grace. O that none of our friends may be ene- 
mies to God ! Bless the rising generation, and 
let them be a seed to serve thee. Let thy work, 
O Lord, appear unto thy servants, and thy glory 
unto their children. 

^ Finally, we recommend to thy tender compas. 
.sion the sick and afflicted, the poor and need^'^vWt 
tempted nnd disconsolate, l\\c mdiow^ ^w\ \';:iSis\^^- 
Jess, Be thou a pre^CTU \\d^ uuV^ xXvtT^ 'v^ ^"^'^'^ 

B 
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time of trouble. Do good to them that are good ; 
to all the upright in heart. 

Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. 

N. B. On CcmmunionSabbaihj introduce at theplacn mark* 
td^ ^ vfhat u provided /br the purp9^ in the Occamual tray" 
ere. 
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O LORD our God, we desire with all humility 
and reverente to adore thee, as a being infinitely 
blessed and glorious ; who hast all perfection in 
and of thy sell, and who art the fountain of all be* 
ing, life and blessedness. It is an unspeakable 
privilege that we have liberty of access unto thee 
through Jesus Christ, and have leave to call thee 
our Father in him. O look upon us now, and be 
mercifuHo us, as thou usestto be to those that 
love thy name. May wc all account our daily 
worship of thee the most needful part of our dai- 
ly business, and the most pleasant of our daily 
comforts. 

Thru art the God of all the families of Israel : 

be thou the God of our family : And grant that, 

whatever others do, we and ours may always serve 

the Lord. And do thou cause thy blessing to rest 

upon our habitation, from day to day, and from 

year to year. Lord bless lV\o\i us ^ud we shall be 

blessed indeed. 
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We humbly thank thee for the mercies of the 
night past, and of this morning. We have laid 
us down and slept, and have awoke again, be- 
cause thou hast sustained us. Thanks be to God, 
that no plague has come nigh our dwelling; but 
that we are spared to see the light, and enjoy the 
comforts, of another day. It is of thy mercies, 
O Lord, that we are not consumed, and because 
thy compassions fail not : they are new every 
morning, great is thy faithfulness. 

We confess that we are guilty before thee. We 
have sinned and come short of thy glory. 

We are greatly wanting in the duties of our par- 
ticular relations. 

We are cold and defective in our love to thee 
our God ; weak in our desires towards thee ; un- 
steady in our walking with thee ; and often out of 
frame for thy service. 

O Lord, forgive us all our sins, and be at peace 
with us, through him who died to make peace, 
and ever lives to make intercession. 

To thy care, O our God, we commit ourselves 
this day ; Compass us about with thy favor as 
with a shield ; preser/e our going out, and our 
coming in. 

Lord, keep us from all evil ; but especially 
from the evil of sin. Give us the rule over our 
own spirits. Let us not be provoked to wrath, or 
speak unadvisedly with our lips. Dispose us to 
live together in peace and holy love ; and may 
the God of love and peace be with us. 

Make us conscientious in all our deali.igs, as be* 
comes those who sec thine eye ever upon us. Arm 
U9 against every temptation ; keep us in the 
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way of duty ; and preserve us in thy fjar all the 
duv long* 

III every doublful case let our way be made 
plain btTiirc us ; and gi\e us that wisdom which 
is pruStabic to direct. Let integrity and upright- 
ness preset ve us, for we wait on thee. 

Prepare us for all the events of this day ; for 
we kiiovv i«ot what a day may bring forth : And 
make us to stand compleat in thy whole will. 
I'lay v»c be wiliiaj; to deny ourselves, to take up 
«-ur cross daily, and follow Christ. 

Li>rd, tit us for death, judgment^ and eternity. 
< live us p^acc to hve, every day, as those who 
Inow not but it may be our last. 

Lord, plead thine own cause in the world. 
Build up thy church, and erect the throne of the 
lledLcmcr on the ruins of Satan's kingdom. Let 
the reformed churches be more reformed. Sup< 
port and deliver those that suffer for righteousness 
oakc. Do good to us in these states. Bless all in 
authority. Guide the public councils, and over- 
I ulc all affairs for thine own glory. Let peace and 
truth prevail in our day, and be preserved to those 
that shall come after us. 

Be gracious to all our relations, friends and 
neighbors, according to their necessities. Sup- 
t'ly'lhe wants of all thy people. Dwell in the fani. 
ilico of them that fjar thee, and call upon thy 
name. Forgive our enemies, and give us a right 
and charitable spirit towards theui and all men. 

Vibit, comfort, and lelicve the. afflicted. Suc- 
cour the templed; suppoit the oppressed; and 
give joy to those that njourn in Zion. Deal vviih 
iisaiui on; fomilv accordinjr to the tenor of tlic 
cver^Aring'COVfcuant, which is well ordered in ali 
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things dnd sure ; which is all our salvation, and 
all our desire. 

Now blesaed be God for all his gifts, both of 
nature and grace ; for those that concern this life, 
and that which is to come ; especially for J«sus 
Christ, the fountain and foundation of all. 

Pardon our iuiperfections ; accept our servi- 
ces ; and grant us an answer of peace for his sake 
who died for us and rose again ; who hath taught 
us to pray. 

Our Fathrr, fee. 
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MOST holy, blessed, and glorious God ; 
ivhose we arc, and whom we are bound to serve ; 
Thou madest us, and not we ourselves ; therefore 
we are not our own, but thine. 

Thou makest the outgoings of the moniing and 
of the evening to rejoice. Through thy good 
hand upon us, we have closed another day. Af- 
ter the various employments of it, we are come 
together this evening to mention the loving kind- 
ness of the Lord, and the praises of our God ; 
whose mercy endureth for ever. 

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with 
his benefits, even the God of our salvation. 

We praise thee for our bodily health and ease ; 
for comfort in our relatioas, 'AXtA ^V^.^^"^ ^\ ^^^^\ 
that thou /last not n\ade the m\^ww^^^ Wix Xx'iiss^ 
B 2 
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tion, nor the barren land our dwelling. We thank 
lliec for our share in the public tranquility ; and 
C'^pecially for the continued use of our reason, and 
the gloiijus light of revelation* 

Above all, we bless thee for Jesus Christ, and 
for his mediation between God and man ; for the 
covenant of grace made with us in him, and for 
the exceeding great and precious promises and 
privileges of it ; for the throne of thy grace, and 
for the liberty of access to it, at all times, in tlje 
name of Jesus^ and for the hope of eternal life 
through him. 

We confess, O Lord, that we huve sinned 
against thee, and still daily come short of thy glo- 
ry. O God, thou knowest our fooli^hnefis, and 
our sins are not hid from thee. 

Give us reix:ntance for our sins of daily ip.firmi- 
ty : Makciis duly sensible of the evil and danger 
of them, and let the blcod of Christ thy Son cleanse 
us from them. Grant that we may lie down this 
night at peace with God, and let our souls repose 
in thee as our rest. 

We commit ourselves to thy care ; may wc 
dwell in the secret place of the Most High, and 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

Refresh our bodies with rest ; undisturbed with 
distrustful cares, or disquieting fears ; but espe- 
cially let our souls be refreshed with thy love, and 
the light of thy countenance ; for thy benignity is 
better than life. 

Restore us to another day in safety ; prepare us 
for the duties and the events of it ; and by all the 
supports and comforts of life let our bodies be fit- 
ted to as^t our souls in thy service. And do 
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thou enable Us to glorify thee, both w ith our bo* 
dies and with our s])irils which are thine. 

As every day brings us nearer our end, Lord 
teach us so to number our days tliat we may apjjly 
cur liearts unto wisdom. 

Prepare us for whatever is appointed for us in 
life. Do uj good by all thy providences, whctiier 
comfortable or ai&ictive : Help us lo accoiumodatc 
ourselves to them, and by all bring us nearer to 
thyself, and fit us for the cnjoymeul of thtv.* in a 
better world. 

Lord, let our family be blessed in him in whom 
all the believing families of the eardi are blessed. 
Give us healtli and prosperity^ and alJ needful tem- 
poral blessings ; but especially let our souls proS'i 
per and be in health. Let all thut belong to us be- 
long to Christ ; that we who dwell together on 
earth, may be together for ever with the Lord. 

May our native country be siill the care of thy 
Providence : In the peace thereof may we have 
peace. Let glory dwell in our land, and upon all 
the glory let there be a defence. Rule in the 
hearts of our rulers, and make them public bless- 
ings. May those "who are in places of public 
trust, be faithful to the public interest ; and may 
those who bear the word, be a terror to evil-doers, 
a protection and praise to such as do well. 

Own thy ministers m their work : Give them 
skill, ability, and sseal, to help souls to heaven. 
May the rising generation be such as thou will 
own, and as shall do more and better service in 
their day than has beea done in ours. Comfort 
and relieve all that are in overty and affliction. 
Teach us to sympathise with the m^ anddU^jose 
us to do all we can for lW\r TtV\t^% 
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And do thou for us abundantly above what ive 
are able to ask or think, through Jesus Chiibt, the 
Lord our righteousness. To Him, with the Fa- 
ther and Kternal Spirit, be glory and praise now 
^nd for ever. Amen. 



aa 
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GLORIOUS Jehovah ! Thou hast thy being 
of thyself, and thy happiness in thyself alone. 
We have our being from thee, and our happiness 
is only in thee. It is therefore both our duty and 
our interest to seek unto thee, to implore thy fa* 
vour, and to give unto thee the glory due to thy 
name. 

We confess we are utterly unworthy of the hon- 
our^ and unable for the work of communion with 
thee. But we come to thee in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is worthy, and depend 
upon the assistances of thy blessed Spirit to work 
aU our work in us. 

Thott art good to all, and thy tender mercies 
are over all thy works ; and th0u art continually 
doing us good, though we are evil and unthank- 
ful. We have rested and arc refreUitd, when 
many have been tossed to and fro till the dawning 
of the day. We have a safe and quiet habitation, 
while many are forced to wander and lit exposed. 
One day tells another, and one night certifies to 
another, that thou art good, aud ivt\cx to.\Vt.^t. 
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those that seek th^e, and truit in thee. We thank- 
fully own thy goodness to us, and acknowLdge 
ourselves to be less than the least of all the mercy 
and truth thou hast shewed us. 

Above all, we bless thee for the gift^i of thy 
grace to lost and miserable sinners in and through 
thy dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. We praise 
thee that, having laid down his life to make ato ce- 
ment for sin, he rose again for our justification, 
that he might bring in an everlasting righteous. 
«ess. We bless tfiee that our eyes see the light, 
and our cars hear the joyful sound of redw-mpti^n 
by him, and of that life andimmortility which are 
brought to light by the gospel* G ory be to God 
in the iiighest thai there is on earth peace, and 
good- will towards men. 

O grant us wisdom and grace, that we may 
rightly understand the gospel, firmly believe it, 
and cheerfully obey it ; that so we m.iy be savingly 
interested in the blessings which it reveals. 

Through him who was made sin for us, though 
he knew no sin, let us sinners be accepted as ri,:^ht. 
cous. And as Chri it died for our sins we pray 
that we may be dying daily to tlieni. May we alio 
cj^perience in our souls the power and virtue of his 
rcburrcciion : May we ribe with him from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness ; from 
the dust of this world to a holy, spiritual, divine, 
and heavenly life. 

Help us to set our affections on things above^ 
and not on tlii igs that are on earth, O that time 
and the things of time, may be as nothing to us 
in eompuriion with eternity, and its iiifinite reali- 
ties ! Give us i^race, we pray thee, to look up 
to the other world with sucii a holy coucera a.iJd 
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realizing faith, that we may look down upon ihis 
world with a holy contempt and indifTerencc, as 
those that miii>t be here but a little while, and 
must exist in some unknown region for ever. 

Give us grace, we pray thee, to live a life of 
communion with thee, both in providences and 
ordinances, and a life of dependence upon thee ; 
at all times trusting in thy power, providence, 
nnd promises, and pouring out our hearts before 
thee. Enable us also to live a life of devotedness 
to thee ; and of complacency in thee. May we 
set the Lord always before us ; aim at thy glory 
as our highest end ; and make religion not only 
our chief business, but our highest pleasure. 

We beseech thee preserve us in our integrity 
to our dying day. O may we never forsake or 
forget thee ! but with puq^ose of heart may we 
cleave unto the Lord, and not count life itself dear 
to us, so that we may finish our course with hon- 
our ai d joy. 

Let thy good providence order all the circum. 
stances of oui dying, so as may best befriend our 
comfortable removal hence ; and while we are 
here, make us wiber and belter every day ; more 
weaned from this world, more willing to leave it, 
and more fit for another and better* 

Bless us, O Lord, as a family, with every 
thing suited to our several circumstances. Givp 
us all wisdom to know the duties of our several 
cliaract^rs and stations, and make us faithful ia 
the i3erformance of them. Be gracious to all that 
are related to us, or connected with us. Pity 
and relitve the children of i ffliction, and be a 
present help to all thy people \\\ every scas.n of 
diatrcbs. To thy providcnlial care v/^ ^;ovw\vC\x 
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ourselves and each other for the day ensuing. 
Preserve us from every danger, fortify us against 
every temptation, assist us in every duty, and 
graciously accept us in thy dear Son ; to whom 
with the Father, and the Eternal Spirit, be glory 
and prai&e now and for ever. Amen. 
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O GOD, the infinite eternal spirit ; most per- 
feet in power, wisdom and goodness; thou.^h 
mortal eyes cannot behold thee, nor any created 
understanding comprehend thee, thou art ever 
present with us; arid seest the secrets of our hearts. 
All our sisis, and all our wants, are known to 
thee : But thou wisely requirest ourcoi.fessions, 
as the exercise of our rep^^ntance, and our peti- 
ttons and thanksgivings, as the expressions of our 
desires, dependence and gratitude. We con- 
fess our unfitness for such converse with thee. O 
thou, whose mercy inviteth miserable sinners to 
come unto thee, by the new and living way ; 
meet us riot in thy justice, as a consuming fire, 
but accept us in thy righteous and beloved Son. 

Thou, who art the creator of all tliings, didst 

make us in thine insage, to know, Ion^^ ^vvi. ^^\:\^ 

thctei* But sin hath corrupted dW ^V)l\ ^Q^\a^\^> ^jsv^ 

perverted them from the euds iov vAvlOsv ^^ ^^^' 
mude. 
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We ought to have served thee with our whole 
hearts, and to have employed our time, our 
thoughts, our tongues, and all our powers, for 
thy glory and the good of men. But alas, \vc 
have often trifled in thy worship, and hypocriiical- 
ly served thee widi our lips alone, and have taken 
thy dreadful name in vain. Our thoughts have 
bttn guilty of vanity, folly, and impurity ; our 
tongues, of idle, wrathful and injurious words» 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves, 
nor sought «ach others welfare, temporal or spir- 
itual, w ith that zeal and affection which our rcla- 
tion to each other, and thy love to us required. 
We have unp^ofitably abused thy talents, and 
done but litrle good in the world, in comparison 
ifv ith what vvc miy^ht have done. 

And thougli thy wonderful mercy hath given 
us a redeemer, and in him such a remedy for our 
sins, as is the astonishment of men and angels, 
we h?;ve been chargeable with unbelief, and a stu- 
pid neglect of this great salvation. 

But dc'iil with us, O Lord, not according to 
our deserts, but according to our necessity, and 
thy great goodness. Where our sin hath abound* 
ed, let thy grace much more abound. 

There is enough in the merit of thy Son's obe- 
dience and sacrifice to expiate our guilt, and 
justify penit<.nt believer^ in thy sight. We would 
therefore encourage ourselves in the Lord our 
God, and cheerfully rely upon thy pardoning 
mercy. 

A nd while in the exercise of faith, we earnestly 
implore the forgiveness df our past sins, we de- 
sire cheerfully to return to thee, in the way of our 
duty, and humbly give up ourselves to thee as 
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o\ir God, our Father, our Saviour, and our Satic- 
tifier ; beseeching thee to receive us upon the 
terms of thy covenant of grace. Renew and 
sanctify us by thy Spirit. Take from us the heart 
of stone, and give us hearts of flesh. Impart to 
us a divine and heavenly nature, and transform us 
into the image of thy holiness. Enable us to de- 
vote ourselves, and all that thou givest us, entire- 
ly to thee as thine own. Bring all the powers of 
our souls and bodies into a full subjection to thy 
governmenU 

Shed abroad thy love in our hearts, by the 
power of the Holy Ghost Shew us more of 
thine infinite goodness and perfections, and the 
wonderful mercy which thou hast given us in 
Christ ; and let the beams of thy love so fire our 
breasts, that we may love thee with all our hearts 
and souls, with all our mind and strength ; and 
may taste the beginning of the felicity of heaven ; 
where we shall love thee more than we can now 
desire or conceive. 

Give us more of the spirit of adoption; pos- 
sess us with all child-like affections towards thee 
as our reconciled God and Father in Christ. 
Teach us to make thee our ultimate end, and to 
seek thy glory in all we do. And let thy exceed- 
ing love and mercy to us, engage us to love one 
another ; to love ail mankind ; and even our ene- 
mies themselves. May we ever be ready to par- 
don the injuries we may receive, and to do good 
to all, to the utmost of our power. 

Keep us» we beseech thee, from every tiling 
in our words and actions by which wc should dis- 
honour thy name, and grieve iby ?)\Cv\x.. ^wOf.- 
en and animate us in every (luxv^ vc\\^^rv^\ ^^x^^^^- 
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al, relative, or divine. And help us to spend 
this transitory life in a diligent preparation for 
death and eternity. Let our hearts and our con- 
versation be in heaven. Be with us through all 
the changing scenes of life ; and O forsake us not 
in our last extren^ity, but give us hope in a. dying 
hour, and take our departing spirits to be with 
Christ. 

Set up thy glory O Lord, above the heavens, 
and let thy name be sanctified in all the earth* 
Convert the heathen and infidel world to the faith 
of thy Son. Give wise and upright rulers to the 
nations ; and let the gospel ot Jesus go forth as 
the sun, to enlighten the whole world. Reform 
tb.e churches which are dark ajod corrupt. Cast 
down that tyranny and ungodliness which keep 
out knowledge, holiness, and peace. JPrescrve 
and bless the r^eformed churches, especially in 
these United States. Make our rulers faithful to 
their trust, that they may seek the true prosperi. 
ty of their country. 'r.each thou our teachers. 
Give all thy churches able and faithful pastors, 
and abundantly succeed their labours, that their 
hearers may be fruitful in knowledge and holiness^ 
peace and charity. 

31ess all the members of this family^ together 
with all that are near and dear to us, both iu 
body and soul ; and help us to serve each oth- 
er in love. We thankfully acknowledge thy fa- 
therly goodness manifested to us this day. Be 
pleased to continue it through the night watches* 
Give us such rest of body and mind as may fit us 
for the duties of the day ensuing. We abk all in 
the name of Jesus Christ our only Saviour and Me. 
Viator. Ampp. 
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JiSt the Method of the LoKi^^B Tray ZR. 

MOST glorious God, and most merciful Fa* 
ther ; thou dvvellest in the highest heaven^ but 
hast manifested thy glory through all the earth. 
With filial reverence an^ delight would we cele- 
brate thy perfections. Thou art power, wisdom, 
and goodness itself ; the creator of all things ; the 
owner, the ruler, and the benefactor of the 
world ; but especially of thy church and people. 
Wc adore thee that though^ by sin, we thy chil- 
dren were become thine eaemies ; slaves to Satan 
imd the world ; and bad exposed ourselves to the 
condemnation of thy law ; thou in thy paternal 
love hast interposed to redeem us to thyself by 
Jesus Christ thy son, and to regenerate us by thy 
holy Spirit. We bless thee that thou givest us 
kave to call thee our reconciled Father^ and to 
tmtertain the hope of an immortal inheritance in 
thy heavenly kingdom. O with what wonderous 
love hast thou loved us, that we who had been 
rebels should be called and made the sons of God. 

Thou hast advanced us to this dignity that 
we might be wholly devotedto thee, as thine own ; 
that n e might love thee with all our hearts^ de- 
lightfully obey thee, and ever live to thy glory. 
TCause us and all the world to hallow^ reverence, 
and sanctify thy great name* O may we live to 
thee as our ultimate end ; and may thy shuvvvv^ 
image o& oup souls glorify thy ^w vev^ ^^x^^v^Cvfi^"^ 
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Cause all the kingdoms of the earth to cast off 
the tyranny of Satan and of sin ; to acknowledge 
thy supreme authority ; and to become the king- 
doms of the Lord and his Christ. A nd O do 
thou perfect thy kingdom of grace in cur souls, . 
by engaging us to a more . willing and absolute 
subjection to thy government : and we beseech 
thee to hasten thy kingdom of glory. 

We pray that neither we, nor others, may be 
governed by the will of the flesh, or of man ; by 
erroneous imaginations, or by that self-will which 
is tlie idol of the wicked ; but by the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God, which thou 
hast revealed in thy word. Make known thy 
word ofvtruth and righteousness to all the world, 
and cause men to uiKlerstand, believe, and obey 
the gospel of salvation ; so that the earthy which 
js now too much like hell, may in holiness, peace^ 
and love be made to resemble heaven. 

We pray that tliou, who art the God of our 
lives, and the author of all our outward comforts, 
wilt be pleased to maintain the life which thou 
hast given us here, till the work of life be finish*^ 
cd. Grant us, we pray thee, such health of 
mind and body, siicli protection, and such sup- 
plies,' as shall best fit us for our duty. Give us 
this day^ and every day, our daily bread, and 
make us content therewith. Help us to acknowU 
edge thy providence in our diligent labours ; to ' 
serve thee iaithfully with all that thou jjivest us ; 
and to labour above all things for the meat which 
endureth to everlasting life. 

We beseech thee of thy mercy, through the 

sacrifice and propitiation of thy beloved Son,y5r- 

j^ive us all our sins and trespasses ; all our omis- 



sions of duty, and cdmmi&sions of what thou hast 
forbidden ; our sins of heart, of Mrord, and of 
deed. Spare us, good Lord, and grant us re- 
pentance unto life; Take not away thine holy 
Spirit from us, nor deny us his assistance and hoi> 
ly operations. Seal to us the pardbn of our sins ; 
Kft up upon us the light of thy countenance^ and 
grant us the joys of thy salvation." 

And let thy love and mercy 16 us fill us, not 
only with love and thankfulness to thee, but witb 
love and mercy to our brethren, and even our en- 
emies ; that we may heartily y&r^iv^ them^ as 
(through thy grace) we hope we do. 

For the time to come, sufier us not wilfully to 
cast ourselves ihtoiemptationi but enable us care* 
fully to avoid it, and resolutely to resist and con« 
quer the temptations we cannot avoid. Let us 
not be assaulted by Sisitan or the world, or tried- 
by thy judgments, above the strength which thy 
grace shalt'give us. And O do thou mortify 
those inward lusts which are our constant and 
most dangerous enemies.^ 

De/ivervTfrom a fearless cdnfidence iii our own 
strength, and let us not dally with the snare, nor 
taste the bait, but cause us to fear and depart from 
ivit; lest before we arc aware, we be entangled 
and overcome^ to the wounding^ of ouroonscien* 
ceswithguil% and with the dread of thy wrath* 
Blspecially save us from error and unbelief, from 
pride and hypocrisy, from . sensuality and hardir 
nesBof heart. Deliver us from this malice of Sa* 
tan, atid wicked men, and from all the- evils which 
fiih brings along with it. 

While we earnestly crave all this from thee, we, 
hfumbly tender- our praises, and out>ioX\L\<i 
C 2^ 
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Ticetotfiec. Thon art the king of >11 the earth : 
thy kingdom i* everlasting : wise and just and 
lAcrcifuTisthT gOTcmmeot. Thine is the poweK* 
bth to punish thine enemies, and to assist and 
scompense them that love and serve thee : tmd 
to thee is M^^Airy due for all that they are, and 
do, and enjw : we pray that thou mayest be glo> 
rified in and by VSe The whole creation ^rod 
claimeth thy praise ; but in heaven only art tboo 
served in peifixtion, where the blessed see thy 
ghiry. O that we may at length arrive there, and 
with the innumerable company of saints andui* 
gels admire, adore, love, and serve thee for ever, 
Tdio,waat, and art, and art to come ! Of Aee, atvl 
through thee, and to thee, are all things, tb 
ivhom begbry, by Christ Jesus^ fir ever. A-- 
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GLORIOUS Jehovah ! While angeb aM 
perfected spirits are praising thee in the presence 
fl^-lhy glory, thou hast allowed and (KumiuUided 
US to take our part jn the presence of thy Jgc^ttU 
We have the same most holy God to pr^ s .U^ ' 
Aocgh we sec thee not, our faith disoeriieth theiij'^^- 
in thy works and word. And, blessed be t&jr^ 
name, thengh as sinners we are onwortiiy, atid ' 
tiafi best services are polluted,jet we jiave a mtt; 
High-jmettt who w&s holy, hartidcra, iindefifetf. 
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and separate from sinners ; who appears for us 
before thy throne, with the merits of his spotless 
life and sacrifice. In his name would we no\/ 
approach they presence, with hope and confidence 
Accept our persons and services through th. 
blessed Mediator. 

*H0LY, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who 
wast, and art and aft to come. Thou art etermd 
without begioning or end : immense, without 
measure or bounds : the infinite Spirit, the Loid 
and Life of the creation : most powerful, wise, 
and good. All thy works declare thy praise : 
thy glorious perfeciions appear in them all ; for 
thy glory and pleasure they were all created. The 
heavens, and all the hosts thereof, the sun, the 
moonj and the stars of light ; the earth, and all 
that dwell therein, with all its beauteous orna- 
ments ; the air, and all that breathe in it ; the 
great deeps, and all that inhabit them ; all are the 
preachers of thy perfections, and all shew forih 
the great Creator's glory. 

We glorify thee as our creator and sovereign. 
We are thine own, and our entire obedience is 
thy due. Jfust are all thy laws and judgi. ents, 
true and sure is thy word, and it is our duty and 
our happiness, in all things, to be subject to thy 
Willi 

We acknowledge thee as our great benefactor, 
in whom we live, and move, and have our being. 
All we are, all we have, all we can do, is whol* 
ly from thee, and all is for thee. Thou art our 
highest end ; to love diee is our first duty, and 

*J/. B. Wheo brevity is rtquired, this prater may be be- 

iun here* This may be used occaslonallyi as it was origin* 
Uy lateiided for LBm Day Morning. 
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our only felicity, for thou art .bfinitely amiable : 
thou art love itself. 

We adore thee as our great Redeemer and Sav. 
iour. When man by sin turned away his heart 
from thee, and became an idol to himself, bless^ 
ed be thy name thou didst not treat him accord^ 
ing to his desert : when we forsook thee, we 
were not utterly forsaken by thee : when by sin 
we were become thine enemies, and had exposed 
ourselves to the curse of thy law, thy mercy gave 
the promise of a Redeemer^ whom in the fulness* 
of time thou didst send, to assume our nature ; 
who fulfilled thy law, who suffered for our sins^ 
who conqurtd death,' rose again^ ascended to 
heaven, and is there our glorified head and inter* 
cesser. Him hast thou exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give repentance and - remission (tf 
sins. In him thou hast given pardon, reconcilia- 
tion, and adoption,* by a covenant of grace, un* 
t6 every penitent believer. Of enemies and the 
lieirs of death, thou hast made us sons, and heirs 
of life. 

Oar souls have now a refuge from the wratb^ 
to come.. Satan, the worid, and death are van- 
quished* Our Lord- is risen, and we have the 
hope of rising with himr* He is ascended to his 
Father and our Father, to his God and our God) 
O may we ere long ascend to our ^^rified head, 
and be with him where he i^, to behold hi^ glory f 
To his hands may we be enabled cheerfully ta 
Gommit our departing 8{nrits, saying, ^^ O death,. 
#here ia thy sting. ?' O grave, where is thy victo. 
ry?'' 

Weprawe thee for the Spirit oflife, Which' thoii 
kast sept, to oommunieate Us!^i axid \iie^ ^^c^ 
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love, to our dark, dead, and disaffected souls.-— 
May that Spirit be imparted to us, and may 
we thereby be seated to the day of redemption, — 
May we remember that we are created, redeem- 
ed, and sanctified, for thy love, and pi^iise, and 
service. O let these be the delight of our souls, 
and the employment of our lives. Strengthen, O 
God, we beseech thee, thy weak and languid 
graces in our hearts, that our love may be more 
ardent, our praise more affectionate, and our obe« 
dience more compleat. Fain would we be more 
like those blessed spirits above, whose love is un« 
mixed with fear, whose praise is without langour^ 
and whose obedience is perfect. 

We lament that our faith is so weak ; that we 
have so little taste and feeling of thy love ; that 
we are so pressed down with this load of sin, and 
so imprisoned by the remainder of our carnal af« 
fections. O let us not 'rest in this state : Lord» 
increase our faith. Shed abroad thy lave in our 
hearts. Mortfy our unbelief, our pride, our sen* 
suality, and all those sins which interrupt us in 
the service and enjoyment of thee. Make us 
more holy and heavenly : bring us nearer to thy- 
self by faith and love now, that we may be more 
meet for that world, where the harmony of uni« 
versal love and praise shall never be interrupted 
by sins or griefs, fears or discord, but shall be 
everlastingly perfect, to our joy, andtothyglo* 

Vouchsafe more of thy Spirit, O Lord, to alt 
thy chuiches and servants in the world. Provide 
and send forth the messengers of thy grace 
through all the earth. Ltl t\\Y V^'^ >«Ci\4. ^«s\^ 
worship continue in thesti K^im^^^ ^xj^X^'^v'^ 



long as the world endureth. Let all our congre* 
gallons hare buriung and shining lights, that the 
people may not perish for lack of knowledge ; 
and do thou open mens' hearts to receive thy 
word, and- cause them^ to know the day of their' 
visitation. Bless all in authority, with that wis- 
dom and righteousness which are needful to the* 
common safety, peace, and welfare. Be merci* 
ful to those who ate in ai&ictioni want, or danger 
of every kind, and appear for them according to^ 
thy goodness and. their necessity. All which we 
ask through our glorified Mediator Jesus Christ 
the righteous,- unto whom^ as the Lamb that was< 
dain, and the greatLordand head of t^ churchy > 
be. ascribed glory everlastings Amen*- 
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O ALMIGHTY^ all-seeing,- and' most gr**- 
oious God ; who hast created us and all things 
for thy glory ; we sinful worms of the earth, en- 
couraged by thine own command and promise,, 
and by the mediation of thine own Son, do hum«i 
bly cast ourselves down before thee, to acknowl- 
edge thy^ mercies, to confess our sins, to suppli- 
cate thy favouTj and to tender thee our service. 

We thank thee that thou hast made us reasona-- 
ble creatures. O form our souls to kaow aad- 
Joye and serve thee on earth, and lo e'^\ov ^v^t- 
JastJiiff happiness m tliy glory aboYc% W < Viv«^ ^ 
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hce that we, who were conceived in sin, and who, 
n our fleshly atite^ were enemies to thee by wick- 
ed works, were not left,, like the fallen angels, to 
lelpless despair; but that wt* have an ail si«ffi. 
iient Saviour given us, by thy love, who hatn re- 
Icemed us by his bl(K)d, and conferr^ a iVee 
Dardon, andtitleto life, iii hiJi covenant ofgnice, 
j(>on all that heartily accept him as their Lord ahd 
Saviour. 

We praise thee for his blessed gospel, for his 
spotless example, and for his holy Spirit, proTU- 
ised to all true believers. W-e thank thee for our 
birth and edueation, our health and friends, our 
jcace and liberty, and for all the comforts of this 
ifc. Wetiiankthee for our public instructions, 
md private helps, for the comfort of thy worship^ 
E^nd all tlie means of salvation. But especially 
we praise tiiee if thou hast blessed any of them for 
our good. Adored i« thy name that thou didst 
not give lis over to the blindness of our own 
minds, the hardness of our hearts, and the domin- 
io» of our fleshly wills and desires. 

"We cannot tliink of thy love to us without call- 
ing to mind ourj «nworthiness and ingratitude. 
Our de^H-aved nature was the fruitful source of 
manifold iniquities in our lives. Our childhood 
ind youth were spent too much in folly and sen- 
suality. How long did we forget our God, our 
souls, and our everlasting state 1 How long did 
we live in ignoriiiice and unbelief, following di- 
ners lusts and vanitiesi, and resisting thv ble^'&^d 
Spirit, which moved us to re^ttvX ^xA Xwx^ v^ 
thee f 

O Lord, e/rter not into judgtnetvt vjVScv ^^'^^ "^ ^T; 
yc us, lie beseech thee, for \v\s s;s>l^ ^>kio- "^ "^ 
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propitiation for our sins. Charge not upon us the 
Mus of cur hearts or of our lives ; of our youth« 
ful days, or our riper years ; our sins of omission 
or comn\ission. XVash us in the blood, and ac- 
cept us through the nitritSi of our blessed Re- 
dtcmen 

Let our hearts be sincere in consenting to his 
covenant ; and by a lively faith may we be one 
with him our living head. Let us receive the con* 
tinual communications of his enlightening, quick- 
ening, and sanctifying Spirit, without which our 
souls are dark, dead, and polluted. O give us 
this Spirit to dwell in us, to fill our hearts with 
holy Itfc; to form us to a new and holy nature ; 
that we may die unto sin, and live unto thee. — 
Give us thy Spirit to fill us with holy light ; that 
V e may know thee in Christ, may understand thy 
word and believe thy truth. Give us thy Spirit to 
fi!l us witli holy love ; that our whole desire may 
be to thee, and our whole delight in thee. Regu* 
late our thoughts, words, and actions by thy 
word ; and govern our appetites, and passions, 
by thy gnice, that they may not hinder but fur- 
ther us in thy service. 

Delivt r us, O God, from a selfish^temper, and 
teoch Ub to love our neighbour as ourselves, to 
wrong no man in thoiii»ht, word, or deed ; but 
to do ill thf good we can to others, both for their 
bodies and souls. Save ws from the diabolical 
sin of pride, and all the fruits of it. Make us 
humble and lowly in our own eyes, and patient if^j 
we are vile in the eyes of others. Teach us to 
loathe ourselves for our past sins, and make us 
wHtchful against temptations to them for the fu» ^ 
twT. Especially save us froav lYvo^^ \\^\xtx. ^\s- 
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tempers which are most powerful in us, niul 
V likl) wc arc most prone to indulge and ovcrlool:. 
Fa\(T us with such helps as we most need, and 
bless Ihcm to us for our f;ood. 

Teach us to behave aright in our several .sta- 
tions, whether as superiors, inferiors, or equals, 
that v/e may have comfort, and be useful in them. 
Mercifully dispose of our persons, our friends, 
and all our affairs, for the best. Protect and pr<J. 
vide for our bodies : m*ke us contented Tvitli 
our daily bre^d, and jSatient if we should suficr 
want. 

Be merciful, O God, to all the afflicted. Give 
such seasonable deliverance to the sick, the op* 
pressed, and broken hearted, as shall be most for 
their good, for that of others, and for thy glory. 
Continue thy gospel to thy churches. Furnish 
them with skillful, holy, and diligent pastors, and 
bless the labours of such, to the increase of ho- 
liness, love and peace. Bless all in authority. 
Teach tliem to govern, and us tp abey, as the 
subjects of the King of kings. Deliver deceived 
and oppressed nations, especially those professing 
Christianity, from tyranny and error. Subdue 
the powers that rebel against thee, and let the 
kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms of 
Christ. Open a way for the gospd to them ; send 
them teachers fitted for so great a work, and 
crown their labours with success, that thus thy 
name may be hallowed, thy kingdom may come, 
and thy will be done on eurtliiis it is done in heav- 
en. Give us tfcis day, &c. 
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ETERNAL and incomprehensible: God. whs 
dwellest in light which no man can approach, 
where, thousands of thou&mds minister unto thee ; 
we adore thee that thou also dwellest on earth, 
with the humble and contrite^ and hast consecrat- 
ed for us a new and living way, that with bold- 
ness we may enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Xesus, and hast bid us to seek thee while thou may. 
est be found. 

We are here come unto thee at thy call, to 
worship at thy footstool : behold us in thy tender 
merciesi and let the words of our mouths, and 
the meditations of our hearts, be acceptable in tliy 
sight, throujj:h Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Thou, O God, art holy, and hatest the work- 
Crs of iniquity. Thou hast appointed death as 
the wages of sin ; but to exalt thy mercy, thou 
hast sent thy Son to be the Saviour of the world, 
and hast proinised forgiveness of sins, through his 
blood, to all that believe in him, and by true re- 
pentance return unto thee. 

Lord, we confess tliut we are vile and misera- 
ble sinners. V\'c have all gone astray from thee, 
every one iu his own way. Instead of living 
wholly to thy glory, and obeying thy will in aU 
things, we have sought to please ourselves, mind« 
ingthe things of the flesh, and making prpvtbion 4 
far the lusts thereof. Lord our transgressions 
are multiplied tefore the?, ai\d liux ^\v\^ vtvAxl^ ^* 
^gainst UB. VVe are not worlVvy to \>ti c^\\feA.\^l 
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children, but have deserved thy wrath. In sin- 
ning aguinst thee, we have sinned against our 
own souls. To us belongcth confusion of face, 
but unto thee belong mercy and forgiveness. 

Have mercy upon us, O God pardon our ini- 
quities, and heal all our diseases^ Wash us in 
the blood of the lamb, which taRelh away the 
sins of the world, and accept us through liim. 

Grant us repentance uiXo life. Cause us to 
loathe ourselves for our sins, and pivc us those 
broken and contrite spirits which thou wilt not 
despise. Enlighten our understandings, to know 
the wonderful things of thy law, and the riches 
of thy grace in Jesus Ghrist. Put thy fear and 
thy Jove in our hearts, that wc may never depuii 
from thee. 

Teach us to live by faith, and thus to live 
above the world, while we are in it, and to use the 
world as not abusing it. Let us not pass the rest 
of our time after the lusts of men, but after the 
will of God ; striving to enter in at the strait 
gate, doing the work of him that sent us. Help 
us to walk circumspectly and without offence, re- 
deeming the time, because the days are few and 
evil. 

Make us zealous of good works, in patience 
possessing our sonls ; taking up our cross, and 
following Christ Jesus our Lord, that having suf- 
fered with him, we may be akio glorified with him. 
Thtough ttmpted, may we overcome in his 
strength, and at last may we receive that crown 
of 1 fv; which he has promised to all them that are 
faithful unto death. 

As the world, O God, was cxtiA^ftL ^^\ "Cw^ ^• 
rf , ht thy name be gloriRed m viW XW ft*"^- ^ 
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alheists, idolaters, ar.d infidtls be converted to 
ihee. Unite :..l christians, in Jesus Christ the o«^ 
ly true and universal head, in faith and Invc. O 
cast out trrois and corruptions, healdivibions, and 
rcstram the spirit of pride, {:ersecution, and cru- 
<lty, among all that profess thy name. 

By thee kii%s reign and princes decree justice^ 
ai.d thcu rulcst in all the kingdoms of the earth. 
Hy thy giacious hand, O Lord, rule and protect 
us. Bless our president and governors : grant 
• them the tpirit of wisdom and counsel, of hoU- 
ntss and ti*c fear of the Lord : endue them witli 
thine huly Spirit, enrich them with thine heaven- 
ly grace, and make them blessings in their gene* 
rations. Grant uHto the great council of the na- 
iicn, the judges, and all the magistrates of tb(? 
land, that wisdonj which is from above, tliat they 
may rule in thy fe%r, and judge righteously. 

Give all the churches able, holy and faitliful 
pasters, who may honestly and diligently preach 
thy word, and guide thy flock in the way wf trutb^ 
holiness, and peace. Ble«s our land with the 
fi liits of the earth in their season. Preserve ua 
from sicki ess, from the misohicvou* contrivances 
cf tiie viickcd, from civil ditcord, and every 
uthtr evil. Shew pity to the afflicted, and sanc- 
tify tliy fatherly chastisements. Be a friend to 
all our friends, and help them ar.d us to perfori^ 
all the mutual offices cf friendship. May all the 
menibcui of cur family be members of Christ, 
aiid finally dwell together in thy heiivcnly king- 
dom. 

Accc pt, O most gracious God, our thanksgiv* 
ings tor thy unspeakable love :£i\\d vcv^x^^ vc^ w-^^ 
9ind all the race of mauku.d; esi^v:Q\\)\\^ Ic^t \\>:oX 
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unsearchable mystery of love, which the angels j 
dcbire to look into, the gift of thy beloved Son, 
for our redemption and salvation. We thank 
thee for the new covenant established in^ hi» 
blood : for the exceeding great and precious 
promises of thy gospel : for the revelation of thy 
will and our duty : for the assistance of thy min- 
isters, and the influences of thy Spirit. O let us 
give thinks unto the Lord, for he is good, and his 
mercy endurcth for ever. 

We particularly bless thee for that goodness 
which has protected us, and provided for us the 
past day. O give us such a deep sense of thy 
manifold mercies as shall awaken our gratitude, 
constrain us to better obedience, and encourage 
our constant trust in thy providence and grace.-— 
May goodness aiid mercy still follow us all our 
days. We commit ourselves afresh to thee, ai>d 
beg thy care over us through tnc watches of this 
night, that no evil may come nigh our persons or 
our dwelling. Hear, O Lord, we beseech thee, 
these our prayers and praises, through the merits 
and intercession of Jesus Christ our only Lord 
and Saviour. A mem 
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BLESSED and glorious God; thou ait the 
King eternal, immortal, invWvU^^ \>i\t viv\^ hJxj^ 
God ; of whom, througb VsVvou\, 2Lw4.\JCi vitvotKv*^ 

D 2 "^ 
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all things ; the Father of mercies, an J the Cod of 
a 1 grace. We ar^ not worth}- cf the least of all 
tl.y blessings ; and yet how lar{>e a share have we 
h..d of them ! Open thou our lips, ai.d our mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise. 

We aje diy creatures, O Lord, whoiie hands 
have made aiid fashioned us ; ihou art the Father 
of our spirits, and our bcdies are thy workmaiii 
ship. 

We bks* thcfe that thou hast mac e us after tlune 
own im^ge, but a little lower than the angels, and 
crowntd ihi with glory and honour : that thou hast 
tauglit us more than the beasts of the field, and 
made U6 vfittt tlian the fowls of the air. Help us 
to worship irtl serve thee the Lord our maker.-— 
May all - thy powers, by which thou hast dbtiii- 
guibhed us Irom the rest of thy creatures, bede- 
veied to thy service, and employed for thine hon* 
cun 

V/e bless thee for thy tender care of us in the 
he1{)li:ss state of infancy, and for the constant at- 
tendance of thy providence ever since. Thcu 
hast fed us all our life long, aod redeemed us from 
evil. We bless thee for preservation or recoVcry 
from sickness, and for deliverahce from the-inany 
dangers to which we have been exposedi Thoii 
nast, in love to our souls, sa/td usfrom the pit 
tf corruption, thou hast delivered our eyes from j 
tears, our feet from falling, and our souls from 
death. O may thy goodness lead us to iiepent- 
ance, and majf we walk before the Lord in the 
land of the living. 

We praise thecithat we were born in a land cn- 
joying the gospel, and not in the region of the 
.^^/mdofv of death : neither amo\.gPdgjxxvs^Y<\\<^>\w^ 
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hot the Bible, ncf Papists, who are foibid the 
use of it. Thou hi>st shewed uiito us tliy word 
and ihy statutes, thy grace aiid c^vciumt ; tl-.ou 
habtnot dealt so with many other natioi.s, V/c 
bless thee for the gospel itself, and for thy Son, 
the Uedeeuier of lost sinners, therein revealed. — " 
May his name be unto us as ointment poured 
forth, Blessd be God who hath so loved the worl-l 
&s to send his only be<^otten Son into it, that thj 
world through him mi^ht be saved. 

We bless thee for thy Spirit which thoU has sent 
to abide viith tUy church for ever, to convince ct 
sin, to sanctify the heart, and to dwell in the souls 
of believers. O may that blessed Spirit take up !;is 
abode in our souls, to enlighten, to cjuicken,4o 
sanctify, and to comfort us ! We bless thee for the 
appointment of a gospel- ministry in the church, 
as the means of converting sinners, and edifying 
the body ol Christ ; and for the opportunities we 
have enjoyed for attending the ordmances of the 
gospel. Lord kach us to profit by them, and 
make thy word the saviour of life unto life to our 
souls. 

We would be particularly thankful that we 
were born of pious parents, or have been cast in 
the families of those professing the gospel, who 
were concerned to bring us up in the nurture and 
^admonition of the Lord. We bless thee lor their 
repeated instructions, faithful admonitions, sea- 
sonable corrections, holy examples, and affection- 
ate prayers. O our God, grant that all may not 
be in vain, and that we may not be, after all, cum- 
berers of thy ground. Waler all theso. vw^^^*?^ 
with thine heavenly influence ^ 2LTv<i vcv^^^i.^'^'^'^- 
firi in every good word aud wot^% 
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Make us more thankful for all thy mercies, and 
help us not only to speak, but to live to thy praise. 
We lament our past i.gialitude. What unsuita* 
ble returns have we made for that goodness of 
thine which has followed us all our days ! We 
earnestly implore thy pardoning mercy, through 
tl.e great Mediator, and would as earnestly en- 
treat thy qujckeni g influence, that we may love 
thee more and serve thee better. O grant us the 
continued supplies of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
that we may i^ive all diligeiiCt to add to our faith 
virtue, knowledge, tem[)erance, patience, godli- 
n-ess, brotherly- kindness, and charity. May these 
things not only be in us, but abound, tliat we may 
not be unfruitfull in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 

Help us to put on the whole armour of» God, 
that we may stand against the wiles pf the devil, 
and withbtahd in the evil day. . Keep us from the 
evil of the world, and give us that fuith which will 
overcome it. Teach us our duty in all parts, and 
make us compleat in all the will of God. Help 
us to walk in all the statutes and ordinances of the 
Lord blameless. 

Help us duly to consider our latter end, artd 
diligently to prepare for death and eternity. Let 
us not presume upon long life, or talk of gobds 
laid up for many years, since we know not how 
soon our souls may be required of us. Lord 
teach us so to number our days as to apply onr 
hearts unto vvisdom. Whatsoever our hand find- 
eth to do, may we do it with all our might, since 
there is no work, nor knowledge, nor device in 
the grave, whither we are gcintj. 
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And now, Lord, what wait ,we for ? our hope 
ib in thee- Let ihine tars be open unto the sup- 
plications of thy servants. Accept our acknowl- 
edgments for thy mercy of the night past. Take 
care of us through this day. Fit us for the duties 
and the trials of every day, and O prepare us for 
Gur last. All which we beg in ihe name, and 
through the mediation, of the Lord Jesus, vviio 
has taught us to pray after this manner, 

Our Father, See. . 
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O THOU, whose name alone is Jthcvah, tlioa 
art the most high God over all the earth. Thy 
greatness is unsearchable, thy understanding i** 
infinite, and thy tender mercies are over all thy 
works. From everlasting to everlasting thou art 

• God, with whom there is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. Thou, O Lord, fiUesi heaven 

• fiN^d earth with thy presence. Thou searchest the 
hearts and triest the reins of the children of men. 
Thou knovvest our down- sitting and uprising, and 
art acquainted with all our ways. Yea, all things 
are naked and open to the eyes of that God with 
whom we have to do. 

Lord hel[> us to consider this when tve approach 
U'.ito thee, and do thou suit.ably impress our minda 
therewith. Fill our souls vviv\\ \x\\^ ^vA x^h^x- 
ence of thy majesty ^ and \v\t\\ Uw^X. v\\\$)l ^^vSv- 
jjence ia tftee. Inspire our Vi^ojX.'s \\v\\ ^^^^^ 
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aflictions, and help u« to worship thee in spirit 
and in truth. 

We are now come to sctk thy favour, and im- 
plore thy blessing. Look doAvn upon us in mer- 
cy. Let thy Spii it help our infirmities. Give 
ear unto cur voice, © Lord, and consider our me- j 
didtion. 

We confess that we are utterly unworthy of 
thy favour. Lord, we are vi!e, what shall we an- 
swer thee ? The imagination of our hearts has 
been evil from our youth. How early did pride, 
anger, envy, revenge, self-will, and other unruly 
appetites, appear in our lives. O remember not 
the sins of •our youth, nor our latter transgres- 
sions ; for we must confess our guilt has increas- I 
ed with our years We have walked too much af- 
ter the way of our own Ji^earts, and in the sight oE 
our eyes. 

These our iniquities are highly aggravated, as 
they are committed against light and convictioDi 
aghinst promises, vows, and manifold experience, 
agamst great grace and love. Lord, we abhor 
ourselves, and repent in dust and abhes. Who 
can understand his errors ? Cleanse thou us from 
secret faults. Grant us the blessedness of those * 
whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is 
covered, unto whom the Loid impuieth not ini- 
quity. We have no merit to plead, but cast our- 
selves upon thy sovereign mercy in the Redeem- 
er. 'J hou has declared thy name, the Lord God, 
mercilul and gracious, long-suffering, abundant 
in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin. Let us experience the bounty 
and compa^bion of thy n^tv\re. We \A^;ixdL >}c«t 
if/ood of atonement. " We have hmw^^O., \i>A 
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Christ has died. O justify us freely by thy grace 
through the redemption tlmt is in him. 

And O do thou heal and sanciify our sinful na» 
lure. Help us to put off the old man which is 
corrupt, and to put on the new man which after 
God, is created in rigliteousness and true holi* 
ness. Enlighten our minds, and grant us the 
spirit of wibdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of Chiist, 0|>en our eyes ^hat \vc may bthold 
wondcrous tilings out of thy law, and be filled 
with the knowledge of thy will in all spiritual un« 
derhtanding. Give us fcUthful consciences, that 
shall smite us when we do evil, and teach us to 
submit to their reproof. Siibdue our wills, cast 
down lofty fmaginations, and bring every thought 
in bubjecii^n to Christ. Help us to set our afR c- 
tion:> on things above^ where Chrii>t siiterh at the 
right hand of God. And may the God of peace 
sanctify us wholly, and grant that our whole spir- 
it, soul, and body, may be preserved blameless 
until the coming of Christ. 

As thou nquirest that prayers ai^.d thanksgiv- 
ing be made for all men, we would remember 
the cases of others before thee. Sitower down, 
O Lord, thy blessings upon the inhabitants of the 
world. Give thy Sc»n the hi athen for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts ol the earth for his 
possession. Bt favourable to our native land. — 
Let thy providence be our dcfencf, and thyprcs- 
cnce our glory. 

Bless the ministers of thy word. Make them 
faithiul ai<d suecesslul. Clothe them with salva- 
tion, that thy saiiits may Sihoui viVomA. Kw yv^ % ^^ 
with those especiall) under ^Vvo^ tavvvvsVc^ ^^ 
arp placed, iinablc them to ^^^^ \5afc xi^^vwsg 
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y V ^.-.'crr^e : help us to profit by 
-s. , •/. ^r.. u il^iU \vc mav be their 
V rr. ^;^iKc of Chrijt at his 



^. s<sv •^r -c^; -'i t';!s fjmily, and thy 

v^ . /:^ .'•:... \.;'.i\ May the hiads of 

.;v ,v •-. . o r> : •. : .«:ir cnJcav«jiirs For the 

, V . , s^v*' .v*' v>\%l '.> their care. May the 

... .*. I' V rli • • >; :.'..irrej.ic;rsg, by \va\k- 

, \ * V ,>. Kc. :• ?.^;r ^l lo fl^e \ outhful lusts, 

.• V A- >v.«rc»niK! :h:v: ihz'ir Cr>;:.:or. 

,;^vx jt\ .-ur rc:a;ijn*^ iVknds,ar.d iicquaintr 

V V . *^ ^ ' -'-'» to^'^'^- t in^, ar.u especiaily niih all 

> •» '.ivrU £>:x>M.i^? ia Christ Jcrsus. Grdciousiy 

,* Mc .rSicr.d, succour the tempted, provide 

V . .i» * |VK>r. ai^d be a present help to a^i in ifae 

\N V Wv ^^ thee for the mercies of this d.'.y, that 
..Kv\i;;^w bcJrtllen us in it. Pardon the sins of 
.. \:i .H» thvu^^hts, words, and actions. Take us 
. \Ui thv j>rotection this night, and in the moFR- 
•;:,* iaw vix a. rain to hear the voice of health and 
,.,.. .ikns. We ask all in the name of Jesus, our 
^ov\ .V A nic\li:Uor and advocate. Amen. 
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O LOHO our God, unto thtc would wc UCtu^ 
^nr*o:rs. Quicken u* to caW vavvovv Wyj w^m^ 
C;^;LbKihy Spirit mo ^ .^^^.^f ^. 
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cy-seat, and raise our hearts to thyself. Teach us. 
to approach thee as becometh creatures, and do 
thou draw nigh umo us as a God of grace. 

Thou art God, and there is none els*!! ; thy 
name alone is Jehovah. All nations before thee 
are as nothing, and they are accounted in thy 
sight less than nothing and vanity. Thou art the 
blessed and only potentate, King of kings and 
Lord of lords* AH things are naked and open 
before thine eyes. Thou searchest tlie heart of 
man, but how unsearchable is thine understand- 
ing ! Thy power is infinite. Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. Thou art slow to 
anger, abundant in goodness, thy mercy is ever- 
lasting, and thy truth endureth to all generations. 

As thou art glorious in thyself, so by works 
thou hast manitested thy glory to us. Thou, 
I jord, hast made the heavens and the earth. The 
whole creation is the work of thine hands. Thou 
rulest among the armies of heaven, and docst 
what thou pleasest among the inhabitants of the 
earth. Thy works of nature and providence are 
full of wonder, but especially thy works of grace 
and redemption by Jesus Christ. While we give 
glory unto thee, we would humble ourselves in 
tny presence. Our being is but of yesterday, 
and our foundation is in the dust. We are not 
only mean in our original, but we are guilty and 
depraved. We confess before thee the iniquities 
of our thoughts, of our lips, and of our lives ; 
our sins of omission and commission ; the sins of 
our childhood, and of our riper years ; our sins 
against the law and against iVve ^o%^^\% 

W> jre ashamed and b\usV\ Vo \\l\. w^ \:^\x\ ^^^-'^ 
before theeour God, for our \n\a>\\U^^ ^x>t\w«^- 

E ^ 
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that bcconc sound doctrine : help us to profit by 
iluir cndvavours, and grant that we may be their 
j )y a:»d crown in the presence of Christ at his 
coiiunfj;. 

May tliy blissing rest on this family, and thy 
light shine on our tjbernacle. May the heads of 
the family be zealous in their endeavours for the 
good of those committed to their care. May the 
children of the famils' be their rejoicing, by \va\k. 
ing in thy truth. Help them to flee youthful lusts, 
^md to remember thee their Creator, 

Bless all our relations, friends,and acquaint- 
ance, with all good things, and especially with aH 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Graciously 
pity the aiBictcd, succour the tempted, provide 
for th? poor, and be a present help to ail in the 
time of trouble. 

We bless thee for the mercies of this day, that 
no evil has befallen us in it. Pardon the sins erf 
it in our thoughts, words, and actions. Take us 
under thy protection this night, and in the niorR- 
ing cause us a;!:ain to hear the voice of health and 
gludiicss. We ask all in the name of Jesus, our 
adorable mediator and advocate. Amen. 
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O LORD our God, unto thte would we lift \xq 
our souls. Quicken u* to caW u^ow \\\y w^xtv^ 
Assist us by thy S[Aril in our -acccs* ^to \.Vv>f <x^x- 
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cy.seat, and raise our hearts to thyself. Teach us. 
to approach thee as becometh creatures, and do 
thou draw nigh umo us as a God of grace. 

Thou art God, and there is none els*!! ; thy 
name alone is Jehovah. All nations before thee 
are as nothing, and they are accounted in thy 
sight less than nothing and vanity. Thou art the 
blessed and only potentate, King of kings and 
Lord of lords* All things are naked and open 
before thine eyes. Thou searchest tlie heart of 
man, but how unsearchable ii thine understand- 
ing ! Thy power is infinite. Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. Thou art slow to 
anger, abundant in goodness, thy mercy is ever- 
lasting, and thy truth endureth to all generations. 

As thou art glorious in thyself, so by works 
thou hast manitested thy glory to us. Thou, 
Lord, hast made the heavens and the earth. The 
whole creation is the work of thine hands. Thou 
rulest among the armies of heaven, and docst 
what thou pleasest among the inhabitants of the 
earth. Thy works of nature and providence are 
full of wonder, but esi^ecially thy works of grace 
and redemption by Jesus Christ. While we give 
glory unto thee, we would humble ourselves in 
tny presence. Our being is but of yesterday, 
and our foundation is in the dust. We are not 
only mean in our original, but we are guilty and 
depraved. We confess before thee the iniquities 
of our thoughts, of our lips, and of our lives ; 
our sins of omission and commission ; the sins of 
our childhood, and of our riper years; our sins 
against the law and against iVve ^o%^^\% 

We are ashamed and bVudi \o \\l\. vc^ ^\« ^^^-= 
before thee our God, for Qur \n\c\\\VA^^ ^x^X^^^^*^ 
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cy-seat, and raise our hearts to thyself. Teach us. 
to approach thee as becometh creatures, and do 
thou draw nigh umo us as a God of grace. 

Thou art God, and there is none els'j ; thy 
name alone is Jehovah. All nations before thee 
are as nothing, and they arc accounted in thy 
sight less than nothing and vanity. Thou art the 
blessed and only potentate, King of kings and 
Lord of lords. All things are naked and open 
before thine eyes. Thou searchest the heart c*f 
man, but how unsearchable is thine understand- 
ing! Thy power is infinite. Thou art ofp.ircr 
eyes than to behold iniquity. Thou art 6!o\v Ui 
stnger, abundant in goodness, thy mercy is ever- 
lasting, and thy truth cndureth to all generations. 

As thou art glorious in thyself, so by woiks 
thou hast manitested thy glory to us, Tiir^u, 
I^iOrd, hast made the heavens and the eartli. 'J^'he 
n^hole creation is the work of thine hands. Thou 
rulest among the armies of heaven, and docst 
what thou pleasest among the inhabitants of the 
l^arth• Thy works of nature and providence arc 
TuIJ of wonder, but especially thy works of grace 
>nd redemption by Jesus Christ. While we give 
flory unto thee, we would humble ourselves in 
hy 'presence. Our being is but of yesterday, 
nd our foundation is in the dust. We are not 
nly mean in our original, but we are guilty and 
epraved. We confess before thee the iniquities 
F our thoughts, of our lips, and of our lives ; 
XT sins of omission and commission ; the sins of 
jr childhood, and of our riper years ; our sins 
rainst the law and against l\\ti ^os^^\% 
* U'V a«"^ ashamed and b\usVi Vo VAx. w^^ ^w\ ^^^^^^^^ 
fore thee oar God, for our wcroXuisi^ -^x^tXxv^^^-' 



Wtr give thee humlile and hearty tlianks for all 
thy mercies vouchsafed to mankind in general, 
and to ourselves in ])articular, especially for the 
safety and refreshment of the past night. May 
the same good providence defend us through the 
>iours of this duy» and may thy grace assist us ia 
all the duties of it. Hear and answer us, pardon, 
uccept, and bless us, for thy mercy's sake iQ/e« 
sus Cliribt, through whom, by one Spirit, be as- 
cribed to the only living and true God, evcf- 
lasting praises. Amciu 



SATURDAY EVENING. 



MOST high and most holy God ; we who are 
but dust and ashes, take upon us to si>eak to thy 
sacred majesty. Pardon our unworthiness and 
help our infirmities^ Hearken to the voice of our 
cry, O our King and our God, unto whom we 
will pray. 

We adore thee as the first and the last, the 
greatest and the best of beings ; the only true and 
living God, whose glorious name is exalted above 
all blessing and praise. We adore thee as the 
creator and governor of the uiii verse, and the 
bountiful benelt ctor of all thy creatures. 

With gratitude and joy we acknowledge thy re- 
lation to us, as our Creator, our Redeemer, our 
m/fifff owri^imighty Friend, out ttcoucrW.^^ Ci<^ 
and Futbcr in JcoU^ Chriiit* 
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tVe praise thee, O Lord, for thine €)rigtnal dp- 
signs of love to fallen man > that thou shouklst 
make ^uch a distinction t>etween u^ and the angels 
that sinned. Lord, what is maa that thou shoulilst 
so concern thyself about his salvation. BivSsed, 
for ever blessed be thy name, that though fallei> 
angels were suffered to perisb without a Saviour, 
thou didst chuse any of the race of Adam unto 
salvation ; tliat belore all world* thou didst enter 
into a covenai t of grace witli thy Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and give them into his handsr, .that 
their ha^^piuess n^ight l>e secured. V\'e bless thee 
that ihoii didst reveal this mercy, in various types 
and promises, to our fatliers by the prophets, and 
that hi thine own appointed time thoo didst send 
thy Sen in the likeness of sinful flctsh, and to re« 
deem us by his death. We give glory to thy jus* 
tice and thy grace for this work of terror and com« 
pias&lon ; in recoociling sinners to thyself by the 
bufferings, of thine only begottcrn and well- beloved 
Son. 

We praise thee lor the gospel which thou hast 
piibtisl^ t6 the world ; the gospel of pardon and 
of peace : th«t thoia host confirmed it by such 
abundant testimonies, |c^ raise and establish our 
faith. We give glory to that power of thine - 
whkli has guarded thy gospel in all ages ; and 
through all the oppositions of its enem^tes, in earth 
and bell) has delivered it dowoi to us, and pro^ 
claimed its glad tidinfgs in our age and nation* 

We bless thee that we were bovn in such a land 
of light as this, in which thou hast built habita- 
tions for thysdf, wherein ^t, \^xi% ^x^^^^^ 'i^su 
privilege of attending thy so\«\TiUHiM^2c^ ^*^^^^' 

£ 2 



i-1 SATURDAV £V£KtKC^ 

Iioldtng thv glory and thy grace, and cf being 
instructed in the way of salvation. 

1 hanks to thy goodness for the preservation of 
our lives, amidst all the dangers that have threat- 
ened us ; that thou didst not cut us off hi a state of 
nature and of tin ; that our portion is not at this 
time among the children of wrath and despair ; 
that notuithstucdin^ our shameful abuse of ouf 
distinguished mercies, we are sill in the land of 
the living and of hope. That we not only stilt 
enjoy so many of the conveniences and comforts 
cf this life, but that-the means of grace and sal- 
vation are still near unto us ; that thou art }etin« 
viting'us to look unto Jesus and be saved ; and 
that to the calls of thy word and providence, thou 
art pleased to add the calls of thy Spirit in our 
hearts. 

O that the goodness of God may cfilxtually 
lead tis unto repentance, and that thy long-suffer^ 
ing may prove our salvation ! God forbid that 
our distinguisi.ed privileges should finally prove 
distinguished af^gravatxoiis of oucgntlt and mise- 
ry I May we be induced, by the mercies of the 
Lord, to present our bodies and souls living sac« 
rificcs, holy and acceptable in thy sight, through 
Jesus Christ ; ^\ hich is our most reasonable ser« 
vice. Under a sense of thy past goodness in gen- 
A ml, and especially on a rcvit w of the mercies of 
the past day and week, we desire, O our heaven* 
ly Father, to dedicate ourselves afresh to thee*— • 
We are not our own, but tliine : may we be en. 
tirely dt voted to thy service, and be enabled to 
glorify thee both With our bodies and spirits, 
^hich are thin^t 



To be added on the evening preceding a comnA'^ 

ion-sabOat/i. 

l?repareali of us, we besetcli tliec, for ti.e so- 
kiunities of thine house on the ensuing day, and 
render thme ordinances pleasant and |>rii(ii.;b!e iO 
US| and to our fellow- vvorbhippers. Ass»i^t all xhy 
Di misters in leading the worship of thy suncluary, 
andin delivering the truths of the evt*ildbtn>j{ gos* 
))cl ; and do thou command the bicb:>ing oui of 
Zion, even life for evermore. And O i^runl that 




flesh n)ay 

beseech thee to acecpt these our prayers, praises 
aiid solemn vows, through the wortliy name of 
thy dear Son, to whom, as the Lamb that waS 
blaini to redeem us unto God by hib bl';od, !r: 
glory and dominion for e ver. Aiuca. 



LORD'S DAY MORNLVG. 



MOST glorious God, and mefciful Father, in 
our Lord Jesus. Christ ; we beseech thee look 
down with pity upon the unworthy creatures, who 
are this morning of thine own day, drawing near 
the footstool of thy throne of grace. 

It is our greatest hononr and advaut^^^Vs^V^^ 
aMowed access to thee } but out ^ovA"^ ^x^ ^jK^X^^^^^^ 
dotvn with a spirit of iafirttviVY ^ vVvdX nn^ c.w.vw^ 
lift them up uiito thee* Lord cute, ^vs.'^i-^^ 
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» 
ease, cleanse us from all otlr sins, remove- OMi 
cariiality, and spiritiiulis^ our afiVcirons. 

We bicsb tluc that thou hast preserved us from 
r^ll dangers through the last \\eeky and the last 
I i>i;ht ; that tb.ou Ixist lengthened out ocir time, 
ap.d that thou arc now giving us another sabbatn y^ 
a iiv:\v opportunity to rtpent, :Hid to make our 
callin*;; and ckctioi> sure. As thou hnst ftM^kei> 
ed our bodies ironfr sleep, Lord ii^vaken our so»!9 
i'rom bin and spiritual slotlifiilness* As thou hasf 
caused the li^fhtof this day ta shine upon our b(v 
dies, cause the light of thy Word and Spirit* to lU 
luniinate our dark minds. And as thou ktddcst 
new days and new sabbaths to our Itires, we pray 
that thou vt^ouldst add new grilce and streoglfi W 
Dur souls, that wc may serve thee aceepilaMy 
therein. 

We praise thee for tfey dfbtinguyfiing mereies^ 
to us ; that we were born and do still live \n a vqI« 
Jey of vision ; iu a Hghtsome Goshen, when otlif 
er nations about us arc overwhelmed with- Kgyp- 
tian darkness. We bless thee that we dwell in si 
land where God is known and publickly worship* 
ped. 

It is a good thing to praise thy name, O Lord, 
and to declare thy loving- kindness# May we go 
unto thy gate^^ this day, with, thanksgiving^ and 
enter thy courts with praise. O that this day ms^y 
be the delight of Qur soula ! Suffer u» not to.do 
our own work$« or speak our awn words* or thluk 
our own thoughts. Lord fix our hearts uy^fi 
thee, and i^pom thiogii above» aad enable va to 
approve our souls in thy ai^ht^ who art the ^cc^ 
tator of our actioaa, and tlH s^aj^ch^t oio^Wvitv^ 
an(i wha mlt sjbortl^ call \w^q ywiap^xvu 



lord's bay morning. S7 

m 

Help us to remember that every sabbath, every 
sermoiiy every prayer, sets us a step nearer either 
to heaven or hell. Under this awful coiibidera- 
tion may we be engaged to work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling. Lord forbid that it 
should be our condemnation to go sabbath after 
sabbath to thy sanctuary, to increase the deadness 
of our souls, to get our hearts more hardened, 
and to be slain by the words of thy moulh ; but 
we pray for Christ's sake that tliis may be a bless* 
ed and comfortable day to us : a day of repent* 
ance and pardon ; a day of conviction and con* 
version ; a day of edification and consolation. 

Give to'thy servants who shall preacl^ tiiy word 
lliis day, the tongue of the learned, that they may 
rightly divide the word of truth, and speak a 
ivord in season to the souls of their hearers, and 
suitable to their various cases. And O do thou 
this day glorify thy free grace and soverign pow- 
er, in making the gospel effectual for opening the 
hearts of sinners, and bringing them to cast down 
the weapons of rebellion, and touch the golden 
sceptre of mercy, tliat they may live* And we 
pray thee so to open oivf hearts this day, by thy 
word, that they may be shut against thee no more. 
Lord forbid that our hearts sh(iuld be as the high- 
way or stony ground, where tlie go- d seed oi' 
thy word cannot thrive ; or like the th .>r»iy ground, 
where the cares of the world do choke the word ; 
but let us receive thy word into good and honest 
hearts, and bring forth fruit unto perfection. — 
Dispose us to hear with humility and reverence, 
without prejudice, and with minds ready to obey ; 
mixing faith with the word, that it vuxv \>i ^toW 
able to our 50uls. - 
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In all the services of tlik» diy, keep us we pi 
thee, from drowbiness^ wandering, and wearinc 
Banish siU vain a»d worldly imaginations for fn 
us. Draw our souls out of tlic miry elay of t 
world, and wean as from the vain pleasures oi 
that we may be intent upon Christ and heai 
tlirough the whole of thy day. Deliver us fp 
hypocrisy in our approaches to thee. Let us 
dra^v tiigb unto thee with our Ups^ white < 
hearts are far from thee, but gtV'C us grape sc 
ask, that we may receive ; so tasdek, that 
may find ; so to knock, that it ttiay be (^ncd 
us. 

It 18 a pkasvie to us to think thftt. while « 
multitudes are at once addressing thcc> ti 
kncm'estall their conditions, and caivst h^ th 
different complaints. With thee it is the same 
relieve marty as few ; and blessed be thy. um 
thou art more ready to redress all our grievan 
than we are to: spread them before thee. May 
therefore pray in faith, nothing waverings 

Li praying, ktpcaistng, in reading and heai 
fhy word, may thy good Spirit rest upon us^ 
enable us to do all as for the life of our souls 
Help us so to spend thb day, and all our d; 
tbat we may at length receive the end of our h 
even the salvation of <Hir souls. O may we «p 
every sabbath, an<l hear every sermon, as i 
were our kst, since we know ribt how soon 
last will come. 

Have mercy, O Lord, upon a world that 1 

in wickedness* For thy name's sake ride foit 

the chariot of the everlasting gospel, T'skt 

to thyself thy glorious coiE\<\vii£YV-\^ ^t^vj^x^ w 

thjr majesty ride prosperously^ % >^\vL>^e ti^a oi^ 
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oF thy word shaq) in the hearts of ihine enemiesj 
whereby the people may fall under thee. Cause 
a gale of heavenly wind this day to blow, that the 
dry bones may be enlivened, muny dc.id souls 
quickened. And grant diat the faith of thy pcoj le 
may be strengthened, their desires quickened, and 
their love inflamed. Mi.v tlu church^ s revive as 
the com, and grow as tliC lily, and hoot forth 
their branches as Lebanon. Ma ihy people run 
in the way of thy coma.i'.ndmciiib wiih enlaiged 
hearts. Let thy kingdom come, and thy will be 
done on earth even as it is d^ ne in heaven. AH 
which we beg for Christ's sake, to whom, with 
tlie Father and Holy Spirit, be evtralasting glory 
and praise. Amen. 



LORD'S DAY EVENING. 



MOST holy and gjorioas God ; who is like 
unto Thee ? Thou art clothed with honour and 
majesty, and covcrest thyself with light as with a 
garment.^ Thcu only hast immortality, and 
dwellest in light that no man can approach unto. 
Yet thou art a God that hearest prayer, and art 
ready to forgive, yea plenteous id mercy unto all 
that call upon thee. Lord, quicken us, this even- 
ing of thy day, that we may call upon thy name, 
arud graciously attend unto the no\^^ ^l o^ ^^^V 
plications* 
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We aclinowledgc that wc have forfeited thy fa- 
vour, and deserved ihy wraths We have follow- 
ed the vain imaginations of our carnal minds> and 
rejected thy holy laws. Wc have left tho e 
things undone which we ought to have done, and 
we have done those things which we ought not to 
have done, • 

We have sinned presumptuously, against the 
clearest light, and the strongest love. Thou hast 
graciously allowed us time to work out our salva- 
tion : but alas ! we have lavishtd much of it a« 
way in pleasure and vanity. Thou hast given us 
thine holy sabbaths, and permitted us to attend 
the ordinances of thine house : But too much of 
our sacred time has been misspent. Wc have 
profaned thy day ; we have been backward to the 
duties of thy worship, and have been very dead 
and formal in our solemn performances. Instead 
of worshipping thee in spirit and in truth, O how 
often have we dealt hypocritically with God, and 
taken thy name in vain ! 

Our own consciences witness against us, and 
out of our own mouths thou migh test justly con- 
demn us. But there is forgiveness with thee that 
thou mayest be feared. Blessed be thy n^me that 
thou hast provided a way for our pardon and re- 
conciliation in Jesus Christ. For his sake we 
pray that thou wouldst forgive all our past sins, 
and our manifold short-comings ; particularly 
those we have been guilty of this day. Lord 
wash away our sins in the blood of Christ. We 
fly to his cross asour security, and to his wounds 
as our refuge ; renouncing all confidence in any 
thing besides him, who is the Lord our rightcous- 
ncs5. 
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And Lord engage, us not only to accept of him 
as our high-priest, to atone for us, but also as our 
king to reign in and rule over us, all the diiys of 
our lives. Lord possess the throne of Our hearts 
by thy Spirit ; subdue all our lusts, that they may 
rule over us no more, and make us willingly sub- 
mit to thy golden sceptre. Do thou so incline our 
wills, and animate our souls, that we may never 
count thy commandments grievous, but may es- 
teem it our highest pleasure and dignity, as well 
as our greatest duty, to serve and obey thee. — 
Convince us of the evil and filthiness of sin, that 
we may loathe and shun it as deadly poison. — 
Cherish and preserve any convictions of this sort 
which thou hast this day wrought in us by thy 
word. Suffer us not, like the man that behold- 
eth his natural face in a glass, to go away and for- 
get what manner of persons we spw ourselves to 
be ; but help us so to think of what we saw amiss in 
ourselves, that we may be humbled for it, and be 
made restless till we apply to the fountain of 
Christ's blood for washing away its guilt. And, 
Lord, we pray also that thou wouldst make us do- 
cfs of thy word and not hearers onlj^, deceiving 
our own souls. Let thy word be a light to our 
feet, and a lamp to our path, that our conversa- 
tion may be asbecometh the gospel, and our light 
may so shine before men, that others seeing our 
good works may glorify thee our heavenly Fa- 
ther. 

Lord save us fi om resting in a good name ; for 
what will it profit us if we have a name to live 
but are really dead? Save us from trusting to an 
outward form ; for what will it avail us to have 
a form of gr^dlincss while we dcwv >3afc w:i\N« 
F 
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thereof? Lord renew us in tlie spirit of our minds. 
May we be thy workmanship, created aiiew in 
Christ Jesus unto good works. Produce and 
cherish in us at rue faith, a fervent love, and a lively 
hope. And O grant that the love of Christ may 
be so shed abroad in our hearts as to bum up the 
love of sin and of the world, and constrain us to 
live not unto ourselves, but unto him who died 
for us and rose again. 

Cause the saving knowledge of Christ to cover 
the earth, and let his name be great from the ris« 
ing of the sun to the going down thereof. Con* 
vince the Jews that Shiloh is come, and that Jesus 
whom they crucified is the true Mesiah. Lord ap« 
pear on the behalf of thy oppressed churches.-— 
Never let the gates of hell prevail against thy Zi* 
on. Let the time to favour her come. Peace 
be within her walls, and prosperity witliin her pal- 
aces, and let them prosper that love her. Lord 
bless these united lands. Make our rulers pub- 
lie blessings, both in our civil and sacred con* 
cems. Frustrate the designs of those who arc 
enemies to the protestant religion. Countenance 
the ministers «if thy word, and water the seed 
they sow with the dews of heaven, that they may 
bring a large harvest to Christ. Let not the 
word spoken this day be like good seed devoured 
by the fowls of the air, or rotting beneath the 
clods, but cause it to spring up and yield great 
increase; 

Be pleased, O Lord, graciously to visit those 

who by sickness are deprived of publick ordinan* 

ces. Sanctify their afflictions, and make up their 

Joss, Prepare us for sickness awd \.xo\ic\^^ ^tA 
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give US cause to say that it is in faithfulness that 
we are at any time afflicted. 

Bless all the members ol this family. Let this 
be one of the tabernacles of the righteous, in 
which the voice of rejoicing and salviKion is Ijcard. 
Knable us all faithfully to discharge the duties oi 
QUI* several stations ; make us bltz^ssings to each 
other, and to all around us.** Accept our daily 
sacrifices of prayer and praise, and let us all al 
last be admitted'to celebrate an eternal sabbalh 
with thee above ; for the sake and merit of our 
LiOrd and Saviour Jesus Christ, who with thee 
and the Holy Spirit is over all/ God blessed f^r 
evermore. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

INFINITELY great and glorious God ! We 
poor worms of the dusL we who are sinful dust 
and ashes, encouraged by thy condescending 
goodness, by the promises of thy grace, andnhe 
mediation of thy Son, h ive taken upon us to speak 
to thy sovereign majesty. O thut our hearts were 
duly prepared to come into thy sacred presence ! 
Lord, let thy good Spirit help our infirmities. 

We are come this morning to pay our homage 
to thee, our great Creator, Lord, and Banefactor, 
in whom we live, and move and have our beiaig^\ 

♦* Where there arc children, U\t TO\\\A^tv^\^t ^5w«i\sw \bs*:i 
be introduced here. 
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upon whom we depend for all the good u e have» or 
hope for. We give honour to thee as the great 
author and founder of families, who hast made 
man a sociable creature, and provided that he 
should not be alone. We bltss thee, who settest 
the solitary in families, that vvc enjoy the comforts 
of social life. We thank thee for the continu- 
ance of our faraily-meicics ; particularly for the 
protection and refreshment of the last night.— 
'J'lianks be to thy name that thou hast kept us 
from the terrors of tlie night, from the malice of 
evil men, from the devouring fiames and from 
every calamity, and that thou hast caused U5 
again to hear thy loving- kindness in the morn. 
iiig. 

O Lord, we humbly confess tha^ we arc guilty 
of many hehious sins and .provocations, %hich 
use to bring wrath upon families, and which 
might justly bring a curse upon our's, and con- 
sume us with our dwellings. Surely it is of the 
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed. O 
Lord mark not against us the sins of our hearts •r 
of our lives, for they are more than we can re- 
member or express. . 

Blessed be thy name far the remedy thdu hast 
foQnd out ; for the fountain thou hast opened ftr 
such guihy polluted creatures to wash in. Lord 
give us faith to embrace the offer, and to appljF 
the sovereign remedy. We would believe j 
Lord help our unbelief. Create within us clean 
hearts, and renew right spirits within us. Cast 
us not away from thy presence, and take not thioc 
holy Spirit from us. Cause us to know the way 
wherein w^ slipuld walk^ 5or y^^^\^&.^3^^WkJ;^5V^(il, 
unto thce^ 



feeep us this day, ive beseech thee, in thy fear, 
and let thy holy Spirit be our guide and counsel- 
lor in alt our ways. Preserve us at all times, in 
all places, and in all companies, from the evil of 
siri ; and enable us to demean ourselves as be* 
Cometh the children of God, the redeemed of the 
L«ord, and the followers of Jesus Christ. Im- 
plant and cheriih such principles in our hearts, as 
may make us to have a sincere respect unto all 
thy commandments, and to hate every falic way. 

Keep us chaste in all our thoughts ; temperate 
in all our enjoyments ; humble in our opinions of 
ourselves ; charitable in our thoughts and speech- 
es of others ; meek and peaceable under provo- 
cations ; just and upright in all our dfalings. — 
Herein may we exercise ourselves, that wj may 
have always consciences void of ofilace, lowardi 
God, and towards men. 

Lord help us to walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise ; carefully redeeming the time 
that we have lost,, and improving all the seasons 
of grace which thou art pleased to put into our 
hands, for the advantage of our souls. 

As another sabbath is now past, and we are 
entering upon the common days of the week, we 
pray that we may not forget our sabbath work 
and enjoyments. G that thy word tnay make 
lasting impressions upon us, and that our sab. 
bath day's frame may remain with us, when we 
«irc employed in our common business^ that so 
wc may expect the better to prosper in k, and to 
be rendered fitter for the next sabbath, if it please 
thee to spare us to it. And grant thvit, as we go 
from one sucred day to another^ \v^ ww^ ^^\\^^^x^. 
strength to strength, till ws ^1 aij\j»t<xt >at.\at 4 ^n:.''^ 
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in the heavenly Zion. Lord keep oaf htattU 
from being sunk in sensuality, and drenched ib 
the cares and pleasures of the world. Raise our 
afiirctions to ihe things above, where Christ our 
Saviour is. Amidst all the necessary concerns of 
this lift^, n ay we never forget the one thing need- 
ful. Lord preserve us from being ensnared by 
our temporal business, or enjoyments, to an im- 
r.icxierate love of the world, or any thing in it, or 
to a neglect of any of the duties which we owe ta 
thee^ or to our fellow-creatures. May the lan- 
guage of our hearts ever be, ** Whom have we 
•' in heaven btrt thee ? and there is none upon 
•* earth that we desire besides thee ?'* 

Miiy we love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts, and our neighbour as ourselveis. hct U9 
not seek our otyn things,*ut the things which are 
Jesus Christ's. May if be our concern tobe use- 
fti^iii our day, and do thou enable us to improve 
the talents with which thou hast intrusted us, for 
'tl^e truest advantage of all whh* whom we have ta 
dp. 

May goodness and mercy follow us this diay, 
and all our days. Preserve our going out and 
coming in. Bless and prosper us in all our law-' 
fill designs and undertakings. Suffer os to take 
nothing in hand but what is according to thy wiQ^ 
and for thy glory. Be thou our guide through 
life, our ^oirifbrt in deaths and our* eternal portioa 
beyond it. 

Hear us frofn heaven thy dwelling plaee, and 

.when thou hearest haVe mercy, and forgive the 

sins of our persons, and the imperfections of our 

prayers ; and do exceeding abundantly above 

W^f we arq worthy to e:Rpect, ox ^feVi \o ^^V^fex 
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his sake who alone is worthy, thy beloved Son 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom with thee^ 
O Father, and thy Holy Spirit^ be endless prai&e. 
Amen, 



MONDAY EVENING. 



O LOUD, the high and lofty One who inliab- 
itest eternity^ and whose name is holy ; when we 
consider the awful glories of thy nature, we mean 
and sinful creatures have cause exceedingly to 
fear and tremble on appearing in ihy presence.— 
But when we think of thy encouraging promises, 
and the discoveries of thy mercy, our drooping 
spirits are revived. Thou hast said, that though 
thou dwellest in the high and holy place, thou 
wilt also dwell with him who is. of an humble and 
contrite spirit : that the jiecdy shall not be forgot* 
tea, and the expectation of the poor shall not 
perish. Lord remember thy word unto thy ser- 
vantSj upon which thou hast caused us to hope. 

Promote in us that contrition and brokenness 
of heart, in which thou hast so much delight, and 
be graciously pleased to take up thine abode with 
us. Dwell in our house, and dwell in our hearts, 
and manifest to us the tokens of thy favour and 
presence. 

Thou hast already done great things for us, of 
which we are glad. We would this evening call 
vpon our souls, and uponow^ ^v\^>ic«x ^ V^\J«.^ 
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the name of the Lord. Blessed be God who daw 
ly liadcnh us with benefits. Thou prcservest us 
in p;oin{; put and coming in^ Thou spreadest our 
tabic, and mikest our cup to fun over. Thoa 
givest us rest oa every side. Lord, what shall 
tve render unto thee for our personal and family 
piercics ? particularly for our health and streosthf 
cur peace and lilx:rty, our safety and protection^ 
eur food and raiment, our social comforts and re- 
lative enjoyments ! Above all we bless thee tliat 
thoU causest the heavenly manna to be rained 
down about our tents i that thou continuest with 
tis the light of the glorious gospel, and the means 
of knowledge, holiness, and happiness. In re- 
gard to spiritual privileges we are favoured above 
multitudes of our fellow* creatures, and even oi* 
our fellow chHstiaiis. ^• 

But, Lord, we must donfess, to our shame, that 
ive have not rendered unto thee according to the 
benefits We have received* We have sinned 
times and ways without number. 

Look upon us,* O Lord, in mercy^ through thy 
beloved Soil, who was -. wounded for our trans^ 
gressionS) and bruised for our iniquities. Par- 
don whatsoever thou hast seen amiss in ua 
through the past day ; and notwithstanding our 
'great unworthiness, we plead that, of thy free 
bounty, thou wilt continue thy former care and 
Protection over us this night. 
I How excellent is thy loving-kindness^ O God ! 
{therefore do Aien put their trust under the shadow 
bf thy wings. Because thou hast commanded 
thy loving.kindness in the day-time, therefore in 
ihe night shall thy song be with us, and our pray- 
^r to the God of our Ufe. T\\ou ^t\ xJaaY^^^^ 

/ 



I- 
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of Israel, who never slumberest nor sleepest. — 
Coipmand thine angels to encamp round about us, 
that we mar not be afraid of aiiy terror by night ; 
and be pleased to refresh us with sufficient rest, 
that we may be fitted for the duties of the foliuw-* 
ing day. 

We bless thee, O God, that we have this night 
a place where to lay our head ; that we are not 
wandering in deserts and mountains, or driven 
into dens and caves of the earth. O how mucti 
better are we provided for than ^ur dear Saviour 
was, or than many of whom the world was not 
worthy ! May our hearts be suitably impressed 
with a sense of thy mercies ; and as thou art nev« 
er weary of doing usgaodi may we never be wea- 
ry of ser/ing thee. ,3 

Watch over this family continually, and send 
down such blessings upon it as thou did^t on the 
house of Obed-Edom for the ark's sake. Banish 
sin from among us. Implant tliy fear in the 
hearts of all. Let us dwell together in unity, and 
do thou command the blessing upon us, even life 
, for evermore. 

Extend the hand of thy power and mercy, O 
Lord, to the utmost corners of the earth, and to 
them that are afar off upon the sea. Let such as 
sit in darkness and i'le shadow of death, see thy 
light and thy truth, and hear the joy of thy salva- 
tion* 

Be merciful to our native country. May our 
magistrates fear God and hate evil. May those 
who minister in holy things be blessed with skil- 
ful heads, compassionate hearts, and exemplary 
Jives. Convert the unconvexl^^^ ;3kW^^^\\^0.<^^ 
fl^oocl work where it is begun. YAXv^xe^^^"^^ 
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norant ; awaken the secure ; convince the erro* 
neons : reclaim the vicious ; establish the unset* 
tkd ; comfort the dejected ; and visit the sick 
and afflicted. Bless all our relatives and fciends, 
forgive our enemies, and turn their hearts. Di. 
rect our u ays so to please thee, that even our en- 
emies may be at peace with us. Lead us not into 
tem|)tation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory for 
ever. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 



O LORD our God, whose we are, and whom 
we ought to serve ; we acknowledge our depend* 
ence upon thy providence, and desire to give thee 
the glory that isdue unto thy name, for thy constant 
care over us, and kindness to us. Our voice 
shalt thou hear in the morhing, O Lord; in the ^ 
morning will we direct our praises and our pray- 
ers unto thee, and will look up in humble expec* 
tation of further mercies Irorn thine hands. 

We bless thee that thou hast given us refresh- 
ing sleep, and caused our beds to comfort us : 
that wearisome nights are not appointed to us : 
and that we have not b^en surprised with our last 
sleep. It is owing to thy providential care alone 
that we have not been buried in the ruins of our 
habitation, and that no p\ague Ws cotcv^ \\\^ ^wx 
dwelling. We are the Uvmg, t\ve \\v\v\^xo ^tivsfc 
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thee, as we do this day. Blessed be God who 
hath lightened our eyes this morning, and contin- 
ued our capacities for the enjoyments and the du- 
ties of life. O Lord, we will sing aloud of thy 
mercy in the morning, for thou hast btcn our do- 
fence. It is through thy unmerited favour that 
we possess such a comfortable measure of btJdily 
health ; that we still enjoy the use of our mental 
powers, and that the various comforts of life are 
continued to us. Lord make us more sensible of 
the grcatnessof these thy mercies, and more tliank- 
ful for ihem. 

And we beseech thee to make us more humble, 
under a sense of our great unworthiness, and our 
manifold transgressions against thee, whereby we 
have forfeited a!l the comforts of life, and exposed 
ourselves to thy wrath and curse. Lord, what is 
man that thou art mindful of him ? Who are we, 
and what are our houses, that thou shouldst visrc 
us with so much goodness ? Father we have sin- 
ned against heaven and in thy sight, and are no 
^ more worthy to be called thy children. 

Blessed be thy name that thou art slow to anger, 

and plenteous in mercy ; and that thou hast cf. 

fectually provided for the forgiveness of our sins, 

and our restoration to thy favour, in a way fully 

consistent with the honour of thy perfections and 

government ; even by the mediation of thy dear 

1 Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Worthy is the Lamb 

I that was slain to take away our guilt, and to open 

I a new and living way of access to thee. O may 

' we be found in him, and be made accepted in the 

. beloved. 

Grant crs, we beseech thee, TC^^tvXaccv^^X^^'^^^^ 
God, and faith in our Lord l^%u% CWv*X% ^'^'^ 
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US SO to find out our sins, end discover the rvil na- 
ture of them, that we may sorrow for them after 
a godly sort, and bring forth fruits meet fori e- 
pentance, so that they may never prove our ru« 
in And do thou enable us to return unto theCi 
ihio^h the blessed Mediator in the way of new 
obedience. Put thy Spirit within us, and cause 
us to walk in thy statutes, and keep thy com^ | 
mandments to do them. Dispose us O Grod, to ' 
the duties of piety towards thee : justice and char- 
ity to our neighbours ; sobriety and temperance 
towards ourselves. So engage our hearts to- 
wards thyself, by the manifold blessings of thine 
hand, and especially by the jjifts of tny grace in 
a Redeemer, that we may esteem it our meat and 
uur drink to do thy will. 

Continue to us, we beseech tliee, gracious God, 
tlie health and safety, the prosperity and comforts, ' 
which thou hast hitherto afforded us, notwith* 
standing our great unworthiness ; and O give U5 
hearts to improve them aright to thy glory.-— 
Lord sanctify to us all our enjoyments and enor- 
ployments in the present world. And whatever 
afflictions thou mayest appoint for us enable Us 
to see thy hand, and submit to thy will in them. 
Fit us for all events that may befall us. Sanctify 
our crosses as well as our comJorts, and cause 
both to work together for our good. Make us 
humble in a high estate, contented in a low one, 
and still careful about our souls in all condi- 
tions. 

We depend on thee, O Lord, for direction and 
success in all our undertakings. We bless tliee 
tliatthou bast promised tolhem vWt ^cktvosA^^^^t 
tJwc in all their ways, that tao^ \sr\\t dwt^c^ xJcv^vr 



paths. O Lord, we desire to put ourselves under 
thy gracious conduct and fatherly protection ! 
that thou mayest chuse our inheritance for us, and 
dispose of us and all that concerns us, to the glo- 
ry of thy name* Grant us all thinj^s needful and 
convenient for our present prilgrimage state.— 
Give us day by day our daily bread, and save us 
at all times . from distrusting thy providence.— 
May we be careful for nothing, but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
make our requests known unto God. May we set 
the Lord always before us, and while we live up- 
on thy bounty, may we continually live to thy 
praise. And do thou so guide us in all our ways 
with thy counsel, that thou mayest hereafter re- 
ceive us to thy glory* 

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God our heavenly Father, 
and the comfortable fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us, and all we ought to pray for, this day 
and for evermore. Amen. 
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MOST great and ever.blessed God ; we thine 
wnworthy creatures desire at this time, with all 
humility, to bow ourselves down in thine awful 
presence^ adknowledging ihvue m^wlt. ^<^t^^^VY^PQ<.% 
aud glories. We pay thee out \votcw^J^^ ^^ "^^ 
author and support of utavei^ tw^\.>^'^^ ^^^V^^ 

G 
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4ind life of ihe creatioo. We acknowledge our- 
^selves thy creatures, whose bodies and souls wef( 
formed by thine hand, and are continually mdn* 
tanned by thy care and favour. 

Most jusdy, therefore, nHghtest thou have ex- 
pected from us the most constant gratitude^ duty, 
and obedience ; but we humbly -confess befort 
thee, with the deepest bumiliatioB, shatne -aad 
acHTow, diatwe have been very -much waoti}^ 
in those returns ; yea, that we 4ave all grievous- ^ 
ly oficnded thee. We own and lament, Omost 
.gracious Sovereign, tliat we have in numbtitoa 
instances broken those wise and holy laws, whidi 
diou gavest us for our good ; so that we have de- 
served thy righteous displeasure, andaiigfhtJiave 
been made examples of justice, .and spc<^olea af 
aiisery. 

But we humbly implore thy pardoning -mer^ 
in Christ fesus our Lord, thine oriy.bcg<nteu 
^and vrell beloved S6n ; who hath by thine ap- 
pointment, O compassionate Father, vifiited tlus 
world of ours, not only to give us the most excel- 
lent instructions, confirmed by the most astonish- 
ing miracles, and recommended by the most ami- 
able example ; but also to redeem us to God by 
his blood, and to offer up his own life a sacrifice 
for us. Who beiijg- delivered for our offences, 
and raised again for our justification, is now as- 
cended into heaven, there to make a prevailing 
Interc^^ibn for all that ooii^e unto God through 
bifn. / 

We'Woiild «rpj>foa0h thy sacred presence^vMi 
n^l beQ0mmgt€g^4s to(4iim, humbly \;leadtN|g 
4*6^ -^UH}ing' 'blood' whVch^ >V\e ^sYv^A oiv iSewe ctq^^ 
^Md that gU ix^fc^t mtwvawi ^^gVvV^^x^swt^^^^^^i 
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bj wHcb alone sinners may draw near unto thee- 
with acceptai^ce* And we entreat thee for hi^ 
sake, and in regard to our relation to him, fully 
and:freely to forgive u& all our numberless traus« 
gressions, and to be graciously reconciled to us ; 
y-eoy to take ufiy unworthy as we are, into the num. 
her of thy dear childtren. For his sake we also 
humbly entreat thee to free us from the power of 
sin, and send down, O thou God of all gmcei 
thine Holy Spirit upon our hearts, in a rich abund- 
ance, toitispire us with a hatred of every thing 
that is. displeasing to thee, and- to form us to a 
love of univeml'goodtiess^ and a desire of mak- 
ii^ continual improvefflents in it. 

While we^ eontinue here in this uncertain 
world, give us, if it be thy blessed will, food to 
eat, and raiment to put on^ health of body, and 
cheerfulness of mind^ and whatever other enjoy- 
ments thou seest. necessary to make our journey 
through life comfortable. But let us not have 
our portion on earth. May our hearts be more 
and more indifferent to it, and our views continu- 
aJiy raised above it. 

May we remember the shortness of time, and 
the importance of eternity ; and behave in such a 
manner, that should we be ever so suddenly sum* 
moned away, death may not be a terriWe, but a 
joyful surprise* Support.us, O Lord, in our last 
extremities, and help us to honour thee by our 
dying behaviour ; receive our departing spirits 
to the ijmbraces^of thy mercy, and give us a tri« 
umphant part in the resurrection of the just. 

We pray for ihe advancement of thy gospel in 
the world> and for the converslou otl^v^i^ ^sxd 
GMtilesto the iiiith as it is \i\ itSMi^ NS^^xx^ 
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for the progress of the reformat k)n» and the in.'] 
crease of pure religioni abroad and at home. B/' 
thy grace animate those who are distinguished by 
power, riches, or other talents, that they may im« • ] 
prove all for tlte public good« We earnestly pray 
that the ministers of thy gospel, of every denomi- 
nation! may with united aBfection, ardent zeal, andl 
eminent success, be carrying on the work of the 
Lord. 

O thou God. of Mercy ,^ spread among Chris*, 
tians of every profession a spirit of forbearance, 
candouTi^ and love^ Visit all that are in afflictioa 
whether personal or relative, in mind, body, or 
estate. Graciously support them under their sor«< 
rows, and in thine own time send them deliver- 
CtiiCe* 

We beseech thee to bless as as a family ; may 
we all be found in a faithful discharge of our duty 
to thee,' and to each others May our united and 
retired devotions be so performed, as to have the 
happiest influence on our temper and our lives. 

And now, O most flierciful Father, we desire 
with all our hearts to bless thy holy name, for all 
ihy goodness to us, and to the whole human race. 
We praise thee for our creation and preservation, 
for health and ease, for food and raimetit, for lib* 
erty and safety, for friends and success ; and, 
above all for our redemption by Jesus Christ ; for 
the inestimable privilege of approaching thee 
through him, and for the rich provision thou hast 
inade in bim for tl^ forgiveness of our daily sins, 
for our receiving all the supplies of grace we stand 
in need of here, and our enjoying everlasting hap- 
piness hereafter. Under a sense of thy mercies, 
we desire to devote ourselves to iVvt^ ^^\XviV*^\^ 



oar God> andTCoew ourcovenant with thee through 
Jesus Christ ^humbly resolving^ by the assistance 
of thy S|>)ritj toserye thee with fidelity unto the 
end^of^otHT lives* 

We particularly btess- thee for the mercies of 
tl4e day past, and humbly commit ourselves to 
thy prott?clion ai=id favour this night, intreating 
thee to guard lis from all evil ; and to grant that 
when- we next assemble together, we may have 
reason to unite our praises for the continuance of 
thy goodness : and* O. may we be perpetually ad- 
Tancing-in our- prepapation k>r that worlds where 
wehopeto worshi{^thee without any of those im- 
perfbc^nS'Which' no^'ftttend uski All which we 
ask and hope> thmvgh the merits of thy Son 
Christ Jesus, m whom we have righteousness and 
strength, and in whose name and words we ooa* 
ciude: our addipesses- : 

Our Father^ &e* 
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Si^ESSfEp. Qod ; tbw art the great foiintain 
qf l^iQg ^A' of l^pi^ine^Sh As from thee oqr bC;- 
iri^ WQrC; der^Vi^, ^o froip theC; our happin^^ 
4irec% fipw«< Ther nearer we are to thee, tl>e 
mojO^ pure aofl delicious i^.th? strqam. With 
lliee i!9itbi& fountam oMife : in thy ligh( may vy^ 
»ec liglK^, Thft gijesiV otUfQti Qf qW fio^ hqg?, i» 
' G « 
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to dwell with thee for ever. O give us now some 
foretaste of that delight. 

Give us, we beseech thee, the blessedness of 
that man who feareth the Lord and who delight- 
eih greatly in his comniands. So form our hearts 
by thy grace, that, from day to day, we may set 
thee Lord before us, and Le m thy fear all the day 
long. 

'1 o ihce may our awaking thoughts be daily di- 
rected ; and with the first ray of light that visits 
our eyes, lift up, O Lord, the light of thy coun- 
tenance. When our faculties are roused from 
slct p, may our first actions be consecrated to thee^ 
O Gcd who givest us light, and every morning 
givest hSj as it were, a new life. Our voice shalt 
thou hear in the moniing, O Lord, in our retire- 
ment and in our family ; in the morning will we 
direct our prayer unto thee, and will look up* O 
enable us to pour out our hearts before thee with 
filial reverence, freedom, rrd endearment. 

With hearts filled with gratitude would we 
praise tVee for past mtrcies, and in the exercise 
of a lively faith would we implore fresh blessings, 
which every returning day requires. We desire 
with cheerfulness daily to renew the dedication 
of ourselves to thee through Jesus thy beloved 
Son : and with attention and pleasure read and 
hearken to the in&tructions of thine holy word, 
that we may know what thou would&t have us to 
do. Enable us to hide thy word in our hearts 
that we may not sin against thee, and earnestly to 
seek fresh supplies of thy blessed Spirit (whose 
influences are the life of our souls) that we may be 
9uickened in all the duties which it enjoins. 
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Being thus prepared, do thcu. Lord, lead us 
forth to all the duties and events of the day. In 
the callings to which thou hast directed us, may 
we abide with thee ; not being :>iothful in busi« 
ness, but fervent in spirit^ serving the Lord. 

Teach us the value of time, and enable us al- 
ways to improve it to the best advantage, \a such 
duties as thou hast assigned us. To thy glory, O 
Lord may the labours of life be pursued, and to 
thy glory may the refreshments of it be sought 
and enjoyed. Whether we eat or drink, or what- 
ever we do, may that end still be ke|)t in view, 
and may it be attained. May every rcfrc shiiient 
and release from business prepare us to serve thee 
H'ith greater vigour and resolution. 

May our eyes be ever watchful to observe the 
descent of mercies from thee, and may a grateful 
sense of thy hand, and thy love in them, add a 
savour and relish to all. While in this world of 
tiial, may we accustom ourselves to cxptct af« 
flictions, and when they come may we be rccon* 
ciled to them, by remembering that they come 
from thee, and by firmly believing that the same 
love which gives us our daily bread, appoints our 
daily crosses. May we learn to take them up, 
and follow our dear Lord, with a temper like that 
which he manifested when ascending Calvary for 
oursakes. Like him may we say, in all circum- 
stances of trial, ** The cup which my Father huth 
** given me, shall I not drink it ?'* 

Keep us, O Lord, we pray thee, from the 
temptations to which we are daily exposed : or if 
thou suffexest us to enter into temptation, do thou 
deliver us from eviU Make us sensible of our 
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own weakness, that our hearts ma; be raised to 
Ihcc for needful supj^iesof slrength. 

W hen \/ie art: engaged in the societjr oZ othen^ 
may it be our desire and our care that, we may do 
and receive as much good as: possible* May afi 
companies and aR persons be the better for us,—' 
May we be solicitous daily tabeanswerifng tlie 
great purposes of life, by honouring, thee, sind 
difFubing knowledge and happiness in 'the- worJd» 
Like our bkssed Master, may we go aboujt doing 
good. 

When' we are alone, may we rerus^ibor tJi9( 
our heavenly Father is with us i may we eii)Of 
the pleasure of thy presence, and feel tiie aoimab' 
ing power of it, awakening our souls to an e^rn" 
est desire to think and act as in thy sights 

Thus may this day, and all our day^ib^ Sflfilit T 
and. kt them always be closed in thy fear, and \kSh 
der a sense of thy gcacious preseaice% Hrlp U9 hs> 
to. conduct ourselves through: the hours of erca^j 
day, whether at bomie or abrjoad^. whether in^con^ 
pany) or alonoi whether busy or* aj: realty thai W 
may be able at the close to reviaw. it with antts&tt 
tion. Andi Lord, dkpose ua^ aeriouslyi andrioii- 
partially to review the actions of evesy: daj/'.y.and.U^ 
|udge ourselves forthem^ aa those who.e^pectito 
be judged of the Lord,, aadbais solickous, to he 
approved by thee, who searchest all hmrta^ ^d 
canst notfor'^t any of our works.. 

May our prayers come up d^iLy before th^Q a» 
in^ense^ and the. lifting up.cf our hai^ds bistia^ahc 
morning and the evening sacrifice.. And Ogive 
Its. daily to enjoy the tesumonyiOfour-eonsoieiKde^ 
fi>at we have lived tOiGod ;. so,that\Kheo thi^ae^ 
son ofnaturc^s repose rctuTn^i w« mv( m>Scw^>^^^\ 
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calmness and serenity resign our powers to sleep, 
under a cheerful persuasion that we are accepted 
of thee in Christ Jesus our Lord, and humbly 
hoping in thy mercy through him, whether our 
days on earth be prolonged, or cut ofi* in the 
midst. 

Help us, O Lord, to spend every day in the 
Tiew of our last, and so as to fit us for it. If death 
comes by a slow advance, may it at length find us 
still thus employed : and if we should be c.illcd 
on a sudden to exchange worlds, m.iy our last 
days and hours be so spent, as to furnish no occa- 
sion for remorse or fear. Whenever, or howev- 
cr we are called from this state of trial, may we 
have a sweet and easy passage from the services 
of time, to the infinitely nobler services of an im- 
mortal state. We ask it through Him who, while 
on earth, was the fairest pattern oi every virtuci 
and who now lives aiul rtigns with thee, able to 
save to the uttermost. To Him, having done all, 
would we fly, with the most humble acknowled.i^- 
menttliat we are unprofitable servants. And un« 
to Jiim be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 



BLESSED. God, we humbly adore thee as 
the father. of lights, and the g\\cc Q^^N\i\^ ^^\ 
and perfect gift. From thee w e ^cO«l tN^x^ ^m'^- 
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ing, and especially those which may lead us ta 
thyself, and prepare us for the enjoyment of disek 

I'liou searchcii^t the heart and triest the reins o£ 
the children of men. Search us, O God^ and 
know- our hearts, try us and .know our thoughts.^ 
see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead m 
in the way everlasting. Give: us to kaow: wbat 
spirits we are of^ and preserve us from: naisUakiog 
wiiere the error might be iktal*. ,^ 

May we).Q Lox^> be renemeed iftthespititof 
our minds* A new heart do thou giveus^.- wad^m 
new spirit do. thou, put within .U9w Makew oifyb' 
takers of a divine naiture ; and as thou? who Ipwl 
Called us art :holy, may we be holf in alliaaimiev 
of cenversBtion. Moky the safnc miafl' b^in-at 
which was also in Christ Jdsus, and nm wfr waUo 
even as^ he walked. Deliver* us froni Imng^ffiuw 
nally minded, which is death, and make.ua Sfosw 
itoaily minded^ since that is« life and> peaicei'-*^ 
While we pass4hrougb this world of ^ sedMj eiutii! 
ble us to walk by &ith and not by sight ;^ea, maf 
we.bA strong in faith,, giving glory to Godi 

May thy grace, O Lordr whichhath appeared 
unto all men, and unto us, with such glorious ev- 
idence and lustre, effectually teach us to deny ui>; 
godliness and worldly lusts, and ta live soberly^ 
righteously, and godly. Work in our hearts that 
godliness which is profitable unto all things, and 
teach us by the blessed influences of thy Spirit to 
love thee the Lord our God with all our heart, with 
all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our 
strength. May we yield ourselves unto thee^ as 
alive from the dead, and present our bodies living 
sacn£ccSi holy, acceptable in thy. sights whichiA 
our most reasonable service^ 
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Ma:y tve entertain the most faithful and affec- 
tionate regards to the blessed Jf.sus, thitie incarnate 
Son, the brightness of thy glory, and the express 
image tiftby person. Him, having not seen, may 
wc love, aiT^ though now we sec him not, yet be-, 
lieving may we rejoice, with joy unspeakable and 
Mlof glory. May the Hfe which we live in the 
^sh be by the faith ef the Son of God. 

May We be filled with the Spirit, iWid be so led 
l>y the Spirit of God, as to make it cvkLnt, to 
iourselves and Others, that we are the children of 
-God, and heirs Of glory. May we not receive 
Ae^itit 4]lf bondage unto fear, but the spirit of 
adaption, wfcereby we may be enabled to cry, Ab. 
ba, ' Father. May the Spirit of God work in us a 
'^irit of love, and of power, and of a sound mind, 
>that«o we may add to our fl\ith, virtue. May 
'We be strong and very courageous, acquitting 
ourselves H1s:e men, and like Christians, in our 
-irork and warfare, under the banners of the great 
Cdptftinof oursalvatiou. 

Teach us, O Lord, seriously to consider the 

nature of our own souls, and to set a suitable 

'Valtie^pon them. May we labour not only, or 

chiefly, for the meat that perisheth, but for that 

which endureth to eternal life. Help us to cherish 

^nd to exercise all the personal graces of the Spir* 

It in our minds. 'May we humble ourselves un- 

■'def thy mighty hand, and be clothed with homiU 

•icy ; ^deck^ with the ornament of a meek and 

"-quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great 

]>yice. -May we be found among the pure i;i 
lear^ who are so blessed as lo wt^Ci^, V^^ 
us to mortify our members \vVvv<A\w^v\\ ^'5. ^xt^'^^^ 
so that we may be willing to ^^it mv\v \iw^ ^^^"^ 
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that are as dear to us as a right hand or eye.— » 
May we be temperate in all things, content with 
such things as we have, and instructed to be so in 
whatever state we are. May patience also have 
its perfect work in us, that we may be in that re« 
spect perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

Form us, O Lord, we beseech thee, to a prop* 
cr temper towards our fellow- creatures. May wc ' 
love pur neighbour as ourselves, aad whatsoever 
wc would that others should do unto us, may we 
also do the same' unto them. ^ May wc put on 
meekness under the greatest provocations ;. and, 
if it be possible, as much as lieth in us, may we 
live peaceably with all men. ^ May we be merci- 
ful as our Father in heaven is mercifu). May we 
ever speak the truth from our hearts, and speak 
it in love; guarding against every instance of a 
censorious and malignant disposition ; and taking 
care not to judge severely, as we would not be 
judged, which thou, Lord knowest, and our owo' 
consciences know, we should not be able to sup- 
port. 

We humbly intreat thee, O Lord, to work in 
us all these branches of the chiistian temper, 
which may be acceptable to thee, and prove orna* 
mental to our profession in the world. 

To preserve us from sin, may our hearts be 
tender, easily impres;sed with thy word and prov- 
idences ; touched with an affectionate concern for 
thy glory, and sensible of every impulse of thy 
Spirit. . May we be zealous for our God, with 4 
Eeal according to knowledge and charity. Teach 
us, in thy service, to joiu in the wisdom of the 
serpent with the innocence <al X\ifc d^oN^* 
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Make us ever attentive to the duties incumbent 
upon US) as) members of civil society, and of the 
cliurch of Christy that we may give no offence. — 
Enable us to conduct ourselves wiselv and well as 
members of a christian family. May the heads 
cf the fomily walk before their house in a per* 
feet way, commanding their children and house- 
hold after them to keep the ways of the Lord.-* 
May the children of the family obey their parents 
in the Lord, love one another, and remember 
ihee their Creator now in the days of their 
youth. 

Thus may the blessing of God, the Father and 
Lord of all, rest continually upon us for good. — 
Thus may the image of our dear Redeemer shine 
bright in our characters \ and thus may we be 
formed to a growing meetness for that world 
where he dwells, and where we shall be complete- 
ly like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

We ask all in his name, who hath loved us, 
and given himself for us, that he might redeem 
us unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, unto whom be ascribed glory and 
honour^ salvation and praise, now and for ever. — 
Amen. 
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ALMIGjWTV and most glonoM^ l€cv^N^ \^^ 
iidorc thee as the God of ualut^. \Jw& C^^ ^'^ 

H 

i 
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providence, and the God of grace. As from thee 
all creatures received their beings, so on thee they 
constantly depend. With the deepest humility 
would we prostrate ourselves before thy throne, 
and acknowk dge our constant and entine depen- 
dence upon thee, not only for the continuance and 
the comforts of our natural live^, but for the safe- 
ty and welfare of our souls, in timeaud to eterni- 
ty. We confess not only that we are guilty crea- 
tures, and as such need thy pardoring mercy, 
but also that we are depraved and impotent crea- 
tures, and as such stand in absolute need of thy 
renewing and strengthening grace. 

We desire sincerely and humbly to acknowl- 
edge before thee our own weakness and iasuffi* 
ciency for any thing that is spiritually good. Wc 
have experienced it a thousand times; and yet 
our foolish hearts are too prone to trust in them- 
selves, and form resolutions in their own strength. 
Give us, we pray thee, a more deep and effectual 
conviction of our impotence, and bring us to a 
more humble distrust of ourselves, and a more 
entire repose on thee. 

We rejoice, O Lord, in the kind assurance 
which thou hast given us, of thy readiness to 
bestow liberally upon us all the assistance which 
we want in order to a successful opposition at3:ain8t 
sin and temptation, and the acceptable perform- 
ance of all the arduous duties of the divine life. 
In cortipliance with thy condescending invitatioui 
we come with boldness to the throne of thy grace, 
that we may find grace to help in every time of 
need ; and would earnestly plead thine own gra- 
cious promise f O heavenly FaiVv^t^ to %vve thy 
Spirit unto them that ask it. 
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God forbid that we should entertain the tlioiight 
of turning thy grace into wantonaess, or pervcrse- 
ness, or of making our weakness an excuse for 
negligence and sloth ! We confess, thou hast al- 
ready given us more strength than we ha/e used ; 
and we charge it upon ourselves, and not on tht.:*, 
that we huve not received more abundant sup- 
plies. We desire for the future to be found dili- 
gent in the use of all appointed means. In tiic 
neglect of these, we know that our pediioas 
would be a profane mockery, which might justly 
provoke thee to take away thine holy Spirit from 
us. We would therefore resolve to exert our- 
selves to the uttermost, and earnestly entreat the 
communications of thy grace, that we may b^ 
enabled to fulfil our resolutions. 

Be thou surety, O Lord, unto thy servants for 
good. Be pleased to shed abroad thy sanctifying 
influences on oul* souls, 'to form us for every du- 
ty which thou requirest. Implant every christian 
grace and virtue deep in our hearts, and main- 
tain and strenii^thcn them amidst all the assaults 
both from within and without, to which we are 
continually liable, while we are in this world, 
where we carry about with us so many infirmi- 
ties. 

Fill our breasts, we beseech thee, with good 
affections towards thee our God, and tov/ards our 
fellow- creatures. Help us always to realize thy 
presence, and to remember that every secret sen- 
timent of our souls is open to thee. Under such 
a conviction, may we guard against the first ris- 
ings of sill, and the first approaches to it. And 
that Satan may not find toom?ot\vv^^v\^>^^?^^• 
r/o/i5^ wc prj V that thou y Lotd^ \n\Yl%^ ws.xXsk:^^ 
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with thy Spiriti and take up thy residence there 
Dwell in us, and walk with us, and let our bodies 
be the temples of the Holy Ghost, 

May we be so joindd to Christ Jesus our Lord^ 
as to become one spirit with him, and feel his in* 
vigorating influences continually bearing us on^ 
superior to every temptation,, and to every cor^ 
yuption ; that while the youths shall faint and be 
we;*ry, and the young men utterly fall^ we may 
so wait upon the Lord as to renew our spiritual 
strength, to run without weariness, to walk with* 
out fainting, yea to fly as on the wings of eagles, 
towards heaven. May we be going on continual- 
ly, from one degree of faith and love,, of hoIi« 
luss and zeal, unto another, till we appear per* 
feet before thee in Zion> to drink in immortal vig^ 
our and joy from thee, the everlasting fountain of 
both* 

While we are here, we are surrounded with 
dangers and difficulties. Blessed God, to thin^ 
ahnighty power we flee. O thou that savest by 
thy right hand them that put their trust in thee,, 
ttretch out thine omnipotent arm to save us. We 
put ourselves under thy protection ; kt thy grace 
be sufficient for us, and thy strength be made pep- 
feet in our weakness. We dare not say, we will 
never forsake or deny thee ; but we hope we caa 
say, that we would not do it. O root out those 
corruptions from our hearts, which, in an hour of 
pressing temptation, might alter our views, and 
betray us into the hands of the enemy. 

Strengthen our faith, O Lord ; encourage our 
hope, and inspire us with an heroic resolution, in 
opposing every thing that obsuucis w^ \cvo\\x xn^s.^ 
to Jbeavau Muy we ,siel oux i:.c^s.\aL^ ^^is^v 
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against all the assaults of earth and hell. If sin- 
ners entice let us not consent ; if they insult, let 
us not regard it : if they threaten, let us not fear. 
May ne never be ashamed to plead thy cause 
against the most profane deriders oi religion ; but 
may we be filled with courage, charity, and zeal, 
to teach transgressors thy ways, that sinners may 
be converted unto thee. 

Keep us, O God, at all times, by thy mri^hty 
power, and on that may we always rely. Never 
let us thiiik ourselves strong enough to maintain, 
the combat without thee : nor yet iiiiagine our- 
selves so weak that thou canst not support us. 

Wherever thou leadcst us, there let us follow, 
and whatever station thou appointest for us, tl^re 
let us labour. In the mind!st of dangers and dis* 
courageroents, nlay wo look unto Jesus, the ciip.- 
tain ot our salvation, the great author and finisher 
of our faith ; and naay we finally be made more 
than conquerors througk him that hath loved us, 
in whom we have righteousness and strength, and 
unto whom be ascribed salvation and honour, 
ble^ing and praise, now and for ever. Amen. 
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EVERBLESSED and glorious Lord •. thou 
tfrr a greut God, and a great liJ^AW^^ ^ciN^*ei\^jA%* 
The earth is thine, and the luVvv^i^'^ ^'tx^^^ •• "^ 
world, and all they iha^t dwc\\v\\«€YCv. ^'^^ 

H 2 
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thine, for thou madest qs, and on thee we etf« 
tinly depend for the continuance of life and all' 
its enjoyments. It is mo^t fit that we shoald dau 
ly acknowledge our dependence upon thee, and 
our obligations to thee, in anited acts of prayer 
and praise. 

We prostrate our souls this evening, before thy 
throne to tender thee the homage which is thy 
due ; and under a sense of our great unworthi^ 
ness we beg to be aiccepled through lesus Christ. 

We bless thee for the beings thou hast given 
us, and for- all the powers of body and of mind 
with which we are endowed. We praise thee 
for the continual- care of thy providence over us^ 
by night and by day, and for the numberless blesY<« 
kigs with which our lives are crov^ned. How 
precious are thy thoughts unto^ us, O God ; if 
we would count them, they are more than can be 
numbered^ 

We particularly pratse thee for the safety and 

the comforts of the day past. Under a senae of^ 

thy former kindness, we commit ourselves and 

each other to thy fiKure care. May we this night 

rest secure under the shadow of thy wings, and 

let thy good providence continue to be exercised 

for our protection and comfort through all the re« 

maining days df our lives on earth. Under atf 

apprehension of the manifold dangers and calam^ 

ities to which we are ever liable in thi^ present 

evil world, wx'fiec to thee as our otily refuge^ 

Be thou pleased to take the charge of us, and we 

shaU be secure from evil, and our hearts shall not 

/esr^ O thou great shepVierd of \wwi\^ vAvo^it 

fratchful eyt is ever upon them thrdt uwst ia\ \\«^t 



Iwesetre uslj^ing down and rishig op, going oixt 
lii4'X^mkig in, from this time forth and for ever/ 
.' ;ButYVe would more especiaHy be solicitous for 
She safety and happiness of onr soals. 
-tteased Ood i in the midst of ten thonsanci 
loares and dangei'S) from without, and from with* 
jki, penmt ifs to look up to thee as the God of saU 
falcon, to whom belong the issues from death. — ' 
Itkidfr thiue eyes be upon u^s for good, and keep' 
flMHie souts of ours from whatever wourld involve 
Ihear jft g^ilt sffid ruin. 

:tr-Wheft >we are tempted to sloth and indigence, 
imlfaBA i»t we pray thee with the Kvety views of 
tbat^imiaifcde afnd eternal world to^ wh^ch vvc ara 
isMikil^l tttri cn|;age us to remember the infinite 
iad|lditftfieo:of diligently improving those transient 
iuMrinfeil which thou hast allotted us to prepare 



r vWlten sinners entice tis^ may we not consent,* 
liajiniiiji holy converse with thee -give us a tf srei- 
Mldbrlhe society of those who are strangers to 
ifeMy ■: and would separate our sot^Is fi*om thee.i^^ 
Mii ili[ hnniim them that fear the. Lord, and by 
^ lii§ with wise and holy men, may wp be dai* 
vaneing in wisdom mid bolinest. 
Guard us, O Lord, firow the lo^e of sensual 
May we remember that tube earnaUy 
h death. Purify and refine our- souic^ by 
__^ 4&l4ueRce» of thy HolyvB^rit^ tba*<we may 
||i|i^^al«to unlawiul gmtiAoMinia i and enabkf 
' lMMdiie^3iiKowed.iadi%endw 

m^r^fMbe the octiastciGft <3ll ««t^ VW^ 
twivmtmtier tine su^mVw ^da^^ '^ *^ 
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pleasures oF the man and the christian as our no< 
blest happiness : ubove all, may we aspire after 
those pleasures which are at thy right hand for 
cvrrniore. 

Preserve us, O God, from that pride which go- 
cth before dcstruciion, and that lust of ambition 
by ^^ hieh so many have fallen. Promote in us 
that humility and lowliness of mind which so well 
becomes the di^ci|>les of the blessed Jesus. May 
we learn oT him who was meek and lowly in 
heart. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from covet* 
ousness, which is idolatry, and that love of the 
world which is enmity with God. Let us not 
make haste to be rich, nor seek great things /or 
ourselves on earth, remembering that the love of 
money is the root of all evil. And if riches \n« 
crease, let us not set our hearts upon them. May 
our desires after worldly possessions, and our de^ 
light in them, be moderated by considering their 
uncertain a^^d unsatisfying nature ; and white 
others are laying up for themselves treasures on 
earth, may we be rich towards God« 

Deliver u^ from all those excessive cares about 
the things of this life in general, which would so 
engross our time and thoughts, that the one thing 
needful would be forgotten. May we never be 
too busy about the most lawful things, to attend to 
those great affairs which lie between thee and our 
souls : never so taken up with the concerns of 
time, as to negldt the interests of eternity* 

Deliver us irom all those fleshly lusts which war 
sgpjnst the soul^ and from all those vices of the 
mind which tend to grieve t]hy ^ood?>v\tSx^^vA\» 
b^nhh peace and joy from lV\e Yvc\vn% 
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Especially we pny, that thoa wilt deliver us 
from the sins which do vaoat eaiuly beset us, >Bbd 
«tabk us to set a special guard against them.— 
Help ■ US contioiMlly to watch aod pray, that we 
may not enter into temptation, and to keep our 
beurts wkb all diligence, siuce out of them arc 
tbe issues of UTe. 

.We. lament it, that, through onr ftegjeet of 
witdifttlaess and prayer, we hare so olUn yielded 
10,; WlDptation, and. fallen into un. McEcifuIlj^ 
panloo all our past neglects ) makje us more cir- 
cumspect for the time to come ; and do thou, O 
God of all grate, keep uatfrom felling, and prc^ 
serve us by thy m^h^ power, through iaitb unto 
salvation. 

Our safety and happinesa ip ia thee alone. CM 
thy power, graxxy and- faithfidnett will we rely, 
and to tliy name thall be all tiie glory, through 
Jesus Cliriat our only Mediator and Advocate.— 
Anen, 
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■MOST glnrious and eTer*hlessed Jehovah^ 
^•e humbly adore thee as the Creator and Lord 
L«f^^ : the wiae and holy, and gracious governor 

etfihe univeise, whom all thy rational creatures. 
' •n; bound by duty and t^ iatcrcst^. ta viot^Jctv^ 

love and obe/. 
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Aii we were made by thee, so we were made 
for thee, and our best service is thy due, BIese« 
ed be thy name that thou hast so fully instructed 
us \^'hat is thy mind and ivili concerning us.— 
With sorrow and shame we confess our manifold 
violations of thy wise and holy law whereby wc 
have exposed ourselves to the curse which it de- | 
nou i .c£s. As thy law demands perfect obedience^ 
and we are all transgressors oi it» we are convinC' 
ed th^tt by the deeds of the law no flesh living can 
be justified. 

VVc thank thee, O Lord for that blessed gos- 
pel which thou hast sent among US| in which the 
glad tidings of salvation by Jesus Christ are pro- 
claimed. O God, teach us to form right views of 
the religion of the gospel> and give us to ex- 
perience the life and power of it in our souls. 

We make a profession of Christianity : God 
forbid that we should rest in a mere profession f 
but grant that we may be Christians in de«d and 
in truth. O suflPer us not to deceive ourselves in 
a matter of such infinite importance. 

O Lord God omniscient, thou searchest all 
hearts, and triest the reins of the children of men : 
search thou our heartii, and try our thoughts, and 
see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us 
into the way everlasting. Enable us also fre- 
quently and impartially to examine ourselves, as 
in thy sight ; and let our own consciences testify 
whether we are possessed of that reptntauce to- 
wards God, and that faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which the gospel requires; and whether 
we have been brought to that new, universal, and 
cheerful obedience, which is tiie genuine and ne* 
ccfs^ury fruit thereof. 
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If hitherto wc are any of us utter strangers to 
these things, convince us of our j2;uilt and danger, 
and let that blessed Spirit, u ho is the author of 
the nevir jcreation, create us anew in Christ Jesus. 
, Work in us that faith which is the operation of 
God* pirect us to behold Jesus, as labouring, 
suffering, dying, and ascending, for the salvation 
of sinners. Give us faith in the efficacy of his 
righteousness, atonement, and intercession, and 
enable us to come unto him that we may have life, 
and to rely upon him for complete salvation. 

May we know what it is to have our whole 
hearts subdued by his love, so as to be crucified 
with hiro, to be dead to sin, to be mortified to the 
world, but alive unto God. Make us to bear his 
image, to obey his laws, to pursue his service, 
to seek his glory, to promote his cause. 

Whatever tl ere be wanting in us, to constitute 
tis real Christians, Lord discover it to qs, and 
work it in us. Beat down every false presump- 
tuous hope, and let us know the worst of our- 
selves while yet there is remedy. If any secret 
sin be lurking in our hearts, root it out, however 
painful the operation. May all old things pass 
away, and all things become new. 

If we are Christians indeed, and have received 
the grace of God in truth, give us the comforta- 
ble evidence of thy good work begun. May thy 
Spirit witness with our spirits that wc arc the 
children of God. Make us more sensible of our 
imperfections, more humble for them, more de- 
sirous and diligent to have them removed. Do 
thou, O God, perfect what is lacking in our 
knowledge and in our faith, and fulfil in us all the 
good pleasure of thy goodness. 
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We praise thee for thy continued gt}«dnes$ to 
as. We eommcnd ourselves, and atl tliat vt 
dcv unto us, to thy future care. May thy provi. 
denee guard and provide for os this day, and may 
thy grace enable us ev«y day to live in thy fear. 
Pardon, accept, and bless as, O Father of met- 
cies, through thy dear Son Jesus Christ, who is 
onr hope, m whom believing we would rejoice, 
and dMire to be found, living, d} ing,^raA ior 
tver. Amen. ". ' 
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O THOU eTer«bleased, glorious, and gracisus ' 
God, who art die fountain both of the natural ' 
and spiritual life i we thy dependent and obliged 
■creatures arc once more met together to make our 
united acknowledgments to thee ; to praise thee 
for the'raercies we have already receivrd, and to 
implore future blessings according to our necessi- 
ties both for the body and the soul. 

We ihank thee, O God, that thou gavcst us 
life at first, and that amidst 90 many dangers, and 
so many provocations, we continue to live, and tg 
enjoy so many of the comforts of life. It is thj 
visitation which upholds our spirits, and thy free, 
unmerited goodness which gives us whatever con; 
tributes to render our lives happy. Blessed bc 
God for all our enjoyments of an outward nati|r^ 
both personal and rdativc. May they be coi^tiil* 
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ued to us, and O may they be wisely improved ! 
While we live, may we live unto the Lord. If 
any of us are as yet dead in trespasses and sin«>, 
do thou raise us to a new, a spiritual and divine 

life. 

Adored be the riches of ihy graco, if any (( 

us have ground to hope that tliou hast begun this 

good work in us. We lament the iinpcrfcctions 

of It, and pray that thou wilt strengthen what 

thou hast wrought. It is our carwcst desire that 

we may grow hi r;race, andin the k.iowlcdgc ot 

our Lord and Saviour Jtsus Chiist. Form our 

minds to those right notions of rclif>;ion on which 

our progress in it so much depends. Give us u 

growing aequaintance with thee, witli our^eivc », 

and with the doctrines, precepts, and promises of 

the glorious gospel. 

We would be seeking after an increase of love 
to thee our Gul and Father in Christ Jesus ; of 
resignation to thy wise and holy will, and of be- 
nevolence to our ft How-creatures. May we grow 
ill patience and fortitude of soul ; in humility 
and zeal ; in spirtuality and a heavenly disposition 
of mind; in a concern for thy glory, and a con- 
formity to thine image. May we feel a growing 
ambition, that whether, present or absent we may 
fce accepted of thee, aiid may be continually im- 
proving in our likeness to thee, so that we may 
be advancing in our meetness for that world, 
where thy sairas behold thy face in righteousness, 
and arc s^itibtied with thv lil.eness. 

We desire and pray that, w hiic we are contin- 
ued in this world, we may be rendered more tx- 
tenbivcly useful. We bless thee, thou bountiful 
»\i»hr>r of uU good, for the taleutn vkvUx^NV\\KAv 
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thou hast entrusted us. Wc have cause to be 
ashamtd ai.d confounded before thee, when wc 
coiisidcr to how liitk- \jUI pc&c we l.a\ e hitherto im- 
provtd tl.eiii. Justly nii^ht we be condemned 
as slolliful and unprofitable servants. Of thjr 
mercy forgive the debt of ten thousand talents 
which we owe ihce, and enable us more entirely 
to devote ourselves and all we have untothe<, 
acknowledging that it is of thine own we give 
thee. Make us faithful stewards to our great 
Lord, from whom we have received all we have, 
and to whom we must shortly render a strict ac- 
count. May we think of no interest of our owni 
in opposition to thine, or as separate from it .; 
but consider it as most effectually living to our- 
selves, when we live most unto thee. Under a 
growing sense of thy love to us, may we feel an in- 
creasing love to our brethren of mankind ; and 
as we have ability and opportunity may we be 
ready to do good unto all. Whatever of the good 
things of this life thou hast lodged in our hands, 
for their relief, may wc be thy faithful almoners; 
and while we give hberull\ may we do it withdis- 
cretion, so as to answer tije best ends. Arddo 
thou muliiply the ictd sown, inid-so prosper us 
in our worldly afF.tirs, if it be tUy blessed will, 
that we may have more to impart to them that 
,need. 

Whatever I)e our talents, may they not be hid ; 
and if thou givest any of us but one, may thi-t be 
improved with care, as what is to be accounted 
for to the Lord of ail. 

May we be particularly concerned to be usefiil 
to those with whom v/e are most intimately con- 
nected in life, in promoting their spiritual and 
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eternal interests. May we of this family be more 
useful to one another, especially in our best con- 
cerns ; and may the heads of the family in par- 
ticular be the instruments of great ai!d everlast- 
ing good to all committed to their charge. 

We wish well to the whole human race : aiul 
asi an expression of our love to them, we would 
affectionately recommend them to thy leiider 
compassion, who art able to do for tl\trm above all 
that we can ask or thiuk. Have pity upon ihvi 
wotld that lies in wickedness, and let the gospel 
every where be the power of God unto salvation. 
Bless our coantry, and let thy favour extend to 
allranlcs of men. Promote among us that right- 
eousness which exalteth a nation. Awaken the 
zeal, and succeed the labours, of thy ministers 
and thy pec pie, for the honour of Christ, and the 
salvation of souls. Shew mercy to all in distress. 
Be a friend to all our friends, and let our worst 
enemies obtain thy salvation. We ask all in the 
»ame, arid as the disciples, of the benevolent 
Saviour of men, who went about continually do- 
ing good, and loved us even unto death ; unto 
whom be glory for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 



ETERNAL and unchangeable Jehovah ; the 
creator of heaven and earth, the Lord of angels 
and men; v/e desire with the deepest humilia- 
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tion of soul to fall down, at this timCi in thine 
r.vvful presence, and present ourselves before thee. 

peaetrate our hearts with a becoming sense of 
tliine unutterable glories, and thy condescending 
foodness. 

Who are we, OLoid, or what xsourhousCi 
tliat we should be permitted to speak unto thee, 
vr to entertain any expectation of finding favour 
with thee ? 

We acknowledge, O Lord, thatweliave been 
l^reat transgressors. I'he irregular propensities 
of our corrupt nature have, in thousands of in- 
stances^ wrought to bring forth fruit unto death. 
If thou shouldest be strict to mark our ofiences^ 
we must immediately sink into destruction* — 
liut adored be thy grace, thou hast called thy 
wandering sheep, thy prodigal children, to re- 
turn unto thee. Behold therefore, O Lord, we 
come unto thee, convinced of our folly as well as 
our sin, in having departed from thee. Be thou 
merciful to our unrighteousness, and remember 

1 ot our transgressions against us. 

And enable us, with the utmost sincerity* to 
surrender ourselves unto thee. We would 
avouch thee the Lord to be our God, and give 
\»p ourselves to thcc as thy people. O accept us 
;is thine own, and grant that we may henceforth 
be entirely thine: thine for ever. Help uscor« 
dially tj renounce all other lords which have had 
dominion over us ; every sin, and every lust : the 
world, and Satan the god of it, who have usurp- 
ed tire empire over our souls ; and enable us to 
reject all the temptations which they may offer, to 
(educe our hearts from thee. 
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To thee, O God, we desire to present the 
Tvholc frame of our nature ; all the members of 
our body, and all the faculties of our m'Mds, as 
living sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto CJod, 
which we know to be our mobt reasonable service. 
To thee also would we consecrate all our \v0rldl7 
]^'ossessions, to be enjoyed and laid out for thine 
honour. And the reuiainder of our time on earth 
we desire to spend in t!)y service* O do thou in- 
struct and enable us totmploy every year and day 
aud hour so as shall most promote thine honour. 
Whatever iLflfuence tiiou i^ivest us over others, 
help us to improve it for thy glory and their good. 
May we resolve ejpeciiJly that we and our house 
sihall strvt the Lord. 

We desire also humbly to resign ourselves ta 

thy disposal, and to submit to thy holy and suve- 

reign will. To thy direction would we leave all 

our concerns, and to thy disposal would we yield 

ourselves, and all we possess. Contiime or re. 

niofe, besto v or refuse, whatsoever thou plcas- 

est. Whatsoever thou doest with us or our.^, may 

ivt not only submit, but acquiesce ; and even un* 

cfcr thy most afflictive dispensations, may we bless 

tfie name of the Lord. Father, not our will but 

ttitne be done. 

Use us, O Lord, we beseech thee, as instru- 
imnts of thy glory, and honour us so far as 1 ither 
by doing or suffering what thou shalt appoint, to 
bring some reveijjUe of praise to ihce, and oi l-en- 
efit to the world. May we henceforth conbider 
ourselves as not our own lut thiie : no lur.prer 
strangers and forcijjners, but thy pecu iar p. ople, 
fellow-citizens with the saints, ai.ol 01 the b u^e- 
hold of God. Being devoted to thee as th\ pco- 
12 
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pie, enable us to rejoice in thee as our God in an 
cvcrlubtiiig cuveiiaiit. 

\\ c conle^y O Lord, our utter unworthiness 
cf thi^ lionour and privilege, aiid our insufficicn- 
c\ for t!ie duties whicii we owe tiice. VVdSh us^ 
ve bescf ch thee, in the blood of th} San, clothe 
us will) his rightoousnesb, and sanctity usb) xhc 
Spirit ot tny grace. Destroy more and more the 
power oi bin in our hearts; tiansform us morr 
into thine own image, and fo^iri us- to a rescmbi 
1 <nceof the blessed Jcsus, whom we acknowledge 
Bs our leaGher and ourexanij le, our sacrifice^ aod 
interccbsor. Communicate to us the needful in* 
flucnccs of thy enlightening, quickening, and com- 
forting Spirit. Lift up upon us the Iigiit of thf 
countenancei and enable us to go on our way re- 
joicing. 

Aiid when we have done and suffered thy will 
on earihi remove us hence when and how thou 
pleasest ; only grant that in our dying moments 
we may be enabled to glorify thee, and that with 
our last breath we may shew forth thy praise.--* 
Place underneath us thine everlasting arms, put 
strength and confidence into our departing apir^ 
its, and receive us into the embraces of thine ev- 
erlasting love. We ask all through Jesus the 
great Mediator of the covenant, to whom, with 
thee, O Father, and thine Holy Spirit, be ever* 
lasting praises a«icribed. Amen. 
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SATURDAY EVENING. 



IT is a good thing to give thanks u:ito thy 
name, O Lord, and to shew lonh ihv prui^eb, O 
thou Mobt High. Moriiiiigand evening to sjCik 
vf thy fiiithfuhicss, and to talk of all thy wonder- 
ful workiH BicbS the Lord, O our bcuU, ai.d 
uU that is wiihni Ub bles^ liib holy name. lnh|)irc 
our hearts, O our God, with a deeper bens>c of 
thy goodness, and cn.tble us with unfeigned love 
and graUlude to make our acknowledgnants to 
thee. 

Thou art the author of our natures, the God of 
our lives, the fouatain of all our comforts, and 
the foundation of all our hopes. We bless thee 
for these bodies which thou hast given us, which 
are fearfully arid wonderfully made; and we 
praise thee th t thou preservest them in health 
and vigour, so that we are capable of relishing the 
entertainments which thou providcst for our 
senses, and of acting with vivacity in thy ser* 
Yioe. 

We bless thee especially for these souls of 
ours, which thou hast created, whereby we are 
allied to angels, and formed after thine own im* 
age* Wc thank thee that thou hast made us ca* 
pable of enquiring after God uur maker, of ren* 
dering thee a rational homage, and of cnjo>ing 
thy favour for ever. We bless thee for the knowl- 
edge with which thou hast adorned our minds, 
and especially for that grace which thou hast giv- 
en us in Jesus Christ, for our deliverance from 



104 SA7U.iOAV £V£NXNe. 

th t truilt and condemnation, in which the whole 
World i** iiivoivcd, and for the renewing and sunc- 
uIni^jj; iuflutnec oflhinc Holy Spirit, 

\'i c jU Si tlicc tor that »o\ al bounty with which 
thou pruvidcst iur our daily biipport and enter, 
ti.inmeiit, '1 hou sprtadcsta table for ui in the 
ui.ckncss, and causcSt cur cup to overflow.— 
Aiid \vi- dcbirc to be thankful that wc do not par- 
take of t;ie bounticb of ihy providence alone, but 
thai wc hi.ve hO many agreeable friendi to share 
them with us. Tiianks be to God for tlie bless- 
inj^s of bocj.il life in general, aiKl particularly for 
our domcsiic and family enjoyments : for so ma- 
ny dear relatives at home, fts well as friends abroad, 
who aie able an-J disposed to serve us m the vari- 
ous oiEces of love. 

Nor would we forget to acknowledge thy favour 
in rendering us in any way enable of serviiig oth- 
ers. Whatever ability jnd whatever iiiclinaiion 
we possess, for promoting the good of our feU 
low- creatures, this also eomclh from thee. 

On the survey of the exceeding riehes of thy 
bouhty, we find ourselves constrained to love thee 
above all the powers of language to express. 

O thou greatest and best of beings, posies^ 
our souls with a supreme delight in thysttfjj and 
tause us to long after more abundant comniunioa; 
tidns of thy favour, and a nearer conformity td 
thy will and to thy blessed nature. Withdra^T 
our affections more from ail created objects, and 
engage us to return unto thte, and rcpost ouif- 
setves ia thee, as our rest, who hast dealt so 
bountiiully with us. Thou art our father and 
our friend lor time and lor eternity. As such 
may we cheerfully commit ourselves to tlyta tot 
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both leaving it to ihce to choose our inheritance, 
and to order all our affairs ; while we make it all 
our business to secve thee, and all our deli^^ht to 
praise thee. O may our souls follow hard after 
thee, and still press on towards thee, and may thy 
light hand uphold us, till all our desires be ac* 
complished in the full enjoyment of thee. 

Amidst all the difficulties and dangers of our 
mortal pilgrimage, may we feel ourselves sup- 
ported and borne forward by thine almighty arm, 
^towards the region of blessedness. Mty we be 
waitinp; for thy salvation, with ardent desire, and 
yet wuh calm resignation, whib we are found 
doing thy commandments. May our loins be 
girt about, and our lamps be burning, as those 
who are waiting for their Lord; and O grant that 
ve may be found of him in peace. The close of 
every week and every day bring us nearer to the 
close of life. O that every week and every day 
may find us wiser and better ; more fit to leave 
this world, and to enter into the heavenly state. 

Wc pray that thy blessing may be upon all thy \ 
people : feed thine inheritance, and lilt them up 
iorever. May every christian society flourish in 
kiiO.vledgej holiness, and love. Clothe thy min- 
isters with salvation, that by their n^eans thy cho* 
ten peop e njay be made joyful. Cause a glori- 
ous acccsssioii to thy churches every where. May 
converts fly to Jesus as a cloud, and as doves to 
their windows. iVjay thy table, O Lord, be fur- 
nished with guests, and may all that love thy sal- 
\atioii, S3y, *- Let the Lord be magnified, who 
•* 1 aih pleasure in the prosperity of hi^ servants." 
We pray that those who profess to have received 
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Chribt Jesus the Lord may be duly careful to walk 
in hitn. 

Grant that the solemnities of thine house on the 
ensuing day, may be blessed to us and to our fcJ. 
low woi shippers ; and that by all the services of 
thy church below, we maybe preparing to join 
the general assembly and church oi the first-born 
above. We present thiesc our imperlecl praises 
and prayers to thee in the all prevailing name of 
Jesusi who died for our sins^ and rose again for 
our justification, and ever liveth to make mtercesw 
sion for us : to whom be honour and dominb^ 
everlasting : Amen ! 
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SATURDAY EVENING, 

OR 

LORD^S DAY MORNING, 

PREVIOUS TO THE LORD's SUfP£R. 



GREAT and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighiy. What then a»t ihoii thyself, 
;vhosepo\vtr produced arid sustains, whose wis- 
lom contrived and directs, whose gtjodness 
&TOwnsthcm all. Our souls arc quickly lost in 
the contemplation of ihee. But yet we deli^lit 
in the celebration of thy praises. We bless thee, 
O our God, that thou hast made of one flesh and 
blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of 
the earth, and detern.ined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation, th..t 
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might 
Feel after him, and find him. We bless thee that 
thou hast, in tlie couise of thy providence, so 
ordered the circumstaiices of our birth and edu- 
cation, tliat v.e should be parttikers of the grace 
of the gospel from our earliest years, and know 
the wottderful works of God ; even thase thinjjs 
ivhich many propl^ets aiKl kings desired to see and 
liear, but could not. 

We bless, and magnify thy name for all our 
powers as reasonable creatures ; for all the testi- 
monies of thy patcrni.l care •, for all vlvi ^tflivicx^^^ 
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thy comtnon bounty and goodness^ in the course 
of our lives. But more especially we praise thee 
for thy distipj;ui:>hing grace and mtrcy in Jesus 
Chnst. While we glory and rejoice inhim ive 
cannot forget to pray, that all mankind may en« 

{"oy the sane hcippii<et»s, O may the whole world 
mow that thou hast so loved it, as to give thine 
only Sen, that whosoever belicveih in him should 
not perish, but 1 avc everlasting life ! 

Hear, O most gracious God, the prayers of thy 
faithful people for the enlargement of that king* 
dom of truth and righteousness which thou hast 
set up ftmong men ; and that the religion of J-irsus 
may be professed and practised, in its native sim- 
plicity wherever it is propa.irated. Grace be with 
all them that love the i^ord Jesus Christ in sinceri- 
ty. May their numbers continually increase, 
and their consolations abound* IVlay the multi- 
tude ff ihem that believe be of one heart and of 
one soul : and may the church of Christ appear to 
be the school in which immortal souls are trained 
up lor the more peiftct worship, aiid the everlast- 
i«g felicity of the heavenly world. 

O let us not receive the grace of God in vain. 
Let it not be in vain that we have been so fully 
taught the way of the Lord ; that we have had 
such assistances both external and internal : that 
we have enjoyed every sort of encouragement to 
abound in all the frui's of holiness, which are by 
Christ Jesu« to the praise and glory of God. 

Pardon us, O most merciful Father, that wc 

have made thee returns so unsuitable to thy great 

goodness towards us : so disproportioned to the 

vast and numberless obligations which thou hast 

laid us under, and tlie repeated eng . <■ -.'• 
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tvhich we have taken upon ourselves. O forgive 
the coldness of our love to thee : our sloth and 
inactivity in thy service : the small proficiency 
we hare made in thd virtues of the christian a:*d 
divine life, notwithstanding the advantage of so 
excellent a rule, so perfect an example, so free 
access to the throne of thy grace, such powcpful 
aids from thy blessed Spirit, and so glorious a 
prospect as that set before us. 

O may the consideration of thy readiness to 
pardon, fill us with an ingenuous hatred and de- 
testation of all sin. And may we discover buch 
a care to avoid it, and to shun all ti.e occasions of 
it, and the tcmptaiions to it for the future, as 
shall be a satisfying evidence that all our inqaitiej 
are actually forgiven, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. And may the God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead the great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant, make us perfect to do rhy will, 
working in us that which is welUpleasing in thy 
sight ; fulfilling in us the good pleasure of thy 
goodness, and the work of faith with power. 

Bless to us the external means of thy grace. 
Help us to bear in mind the design of one duty 
to dispose us for another ; and ofall the instrumen- 
tal duties of religion to beget and strengthen in 
our souls those exalted principles, and fixed hab- 
its of true goodness, by which we shall be more 
and more ripened for the life of heaven. By faith 
may we see him who is invisible, and always 
walk as in his presence. 

May we be m«re affected and influenced by the 
contem|)Iation of an absent Saviour, in every 
view of him. May we know l\v«i^ ^wixksa^^^- 

K 
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€r of his resurrection^ and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, and count ail things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledjje ol Christ Jesus ouc 
Lord, for whose sake may we he willing to suf- 
fer the loss of all tilings, not counting our lives 
dear to us, so that we may finish our course with 

joy- . 

Give us, O Lord, to feel more of the mightf 
power of thy grace, concurring with the gospd 
of thy Son, to mortify every inordinate desire, to 
confirm every good purpose, to purify and regu* 
late our affections, and to change our whole souls 
more and more into a divine likeness. May our 
love to ihec be supreme, though it can never be 
adequate to thine excellencies : may our devo- 
tion towards thee be unaffected and fervent : our 
resignation entire ; cur;,obedieijce cheerful, uni- 
form and constant. Towards men may we ever 
be just and charitable, kindly affectioned, ready 
to 00 good, as we have ability and opportunity ; 
carrying it towards all with a mild, a peaceablp, 
and christian spirit. 

With resppct to ourielves, may we be sober- 
minded, poor in spirit, and pure jn heart. Help 
us to be continually oppohiiig all mental irregular- 
ities, and daily gaining tiie victory over them. — 
Help us to deny ourselvcjs, to be temperjte in all 
things, to bridle our tongues, and to labour to be 
examples of patience, meekntrss, contentment, 
humbleness of mind, and to come behind in no 
good thing; looking for the mercy of Gpjd unto 
eternal lile. That so when wc have dune the 
work which thou hast given us to d >, arr.l suffer^ 
ed all that thou Siiwcst meet to appoint, for the 
trial of our faith, hope, and su.bnaisiiion to thy 
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will, we may finally inherit the promises which 
thou hast made us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In the prospect of that happy state would we 
BOW say, Blessing and honour, and glory and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
andruato the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen% 
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The Lobd'i Prat£B| paraphrased m the Ifor^ 

of the Assembly** 



OTHOU high and holy One whoishabitest 
cternityi and art far exalted above all blessing and 
praise ; in whom it is condescension to accept the. 
M orship of angels ; we adore thee that thou hast 
rtvealed thyself as a God who heareth prajer ; 
and that, as such, thou invitest all flesh to come 
unto thee. 

Blessed be thy name that^ for the encourage* 
ment of such unworthy creatures as we are, thou 
hast appointed and revealed a glorious mediator 
between thyself and us, even Jesus Christ the 
righteous. Aud we thank thee that, in compas* 
sion to our infirmities, thou hast, in thy holy 
word, both faught us how to pray, and what to 
pray for. We bless thee also that our Lord Je- 
sus Chrit, who came immediately fiom the Fa- 
ther, Iiath shewed us the way to the Father, and 
given us acceptable words td take with us in our 
applioutions to thy throne, even those which he 
gu\e to his disciples, after this manner, therefore,, 
wouid we noWy in his name, address ourselves 
unto thee : 

* This (with the Introi^qctioo) may be used as a distinct 
fbrm, when brevity is rcquirndf proiherwise be added C« an- 
ether prayer. 
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OjJk Father who art in Heaven^ 

We would draw near to thee, with all holy rev- 
erence and confidehce, as chUdren to a tkther, 
able and ready to help us. 

Halloxi>edbe thy name : 

We beseech thee enable us and others to glori* 
fv thee, in all that whereby th')u habt made thy- 
self known, and dispone ot all things to thine own 
glory. 

Thy kingdom come : 

Wc pray that Satan's kingdom may bedestroy. 
ed, and that the kingdom of grace may be ad- 
vanced. Ltt us and others be brought into it, 
and kept in it ; aiid let the kingdom of glory be 
hastened. 

Thy will be done on earth as itisdonein heaven : 

Make us by thy grace, able and willing to 
khowy obey, and submit to thy will in all' things, 
^ the angels do in heaven. 

Give m this day our daily Ikmd :- 

Of thy free gift let us receive a competent por- 
tion of the good things of this life, and let usen- 
j;>y thy blessing with them. o 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them' 

that trespass against us : 

We pray that, for Chribt*s sake, thou wnuldet- 
fteely pardon all our sin6, and tft^A. bs vVs.^ ^"wea. 
K 2 
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thou wouldst enable us from the heart to forgive 

olLcrs. 

^nd lead us not into tembtation^ but deliver ta 

from cv I: 

Either keep us, O Lord, from being tempted 
to siis or buppcTt and deliver us when we are 
tempted* 

For thine is the kingdoniy the power^ and the 

glory^ for ever : 

LorJ, we take our encouragement* in prayer, 
from thyself only, and desire in our prayeij^ ta 
prai&e thee ; ascribing kingdom, power, andglo^ 
ry to tliee : And in testimony of our desires and 
assnntnce to be heaid, (through Jesus Chri^^t) we 
say, AMEN. 



7%^ Lord's T r ay ej^ paraphrased 6y Dr. Do* 
dridge. Fam. Expos. Vol. 1. 



OUH Father Ttfho art seated on a throne of 
flory m the highest heavens while we bow down 
)efore*^hine awful presence with the humblest 
reverence, we would nevertheless approach thee 
with a filial confideixe, as our bountiiul and com- ' 
pasbionate parent ; uniting our supplications to 
Ihee, with hearts full of brott]ierly love, and ask- 



ing for each other the blessings we seek for our- 
selves. 

Wc would so remember our n. laiion to thee, 
as to be above all things concerned for th\ ^lory, 
audtherctore inuke it our first petition — May thy 
iUubtriou;i name be sanctified! May the whole 
race ot mankind, yea the whole world of intelli- 
gcnc creatures, pay their dutiful \eneration to thy 
divine majesty which thy matchlebs perfections 
so justly dciiiai d. And for tlus purpose, May 
Xhy kingdom more perfectly comcy which thy 
Son cauic to introduce among men : may it l>e 
established with gi eater efficacy, may its nature 
be more clearly discovered, and its interests be 
more resolutely pursued, by the professed sub- 
jects of it. 

May thy will, which is always wise and always 
gracicus, be done, as tn heaven ^e likewise up9n 
earth ; and may we mortals be taught to regard it 
with a resignationi acquiescence, and obedience, 
resembling that of the kcavenly spirits. 

As lor ourselves, O Lord, we would not seek 
the great things of this lite ; we would not be 
anxious aSout its distant futurities ; but humUy 
intreat thou wouldst open that bountiful hand on 
wtiicn we continually depend, and wouldst give 
us this day our daily bremd : providing a compe* 
tent supply for our present necessities, and teach- 
ing us to refer the rest to thy continual paternal 
caie. 

And though we have m many respects been 
disobedient children, yet we beseech thee, O 
most compassionate Father, to forgive us our of- 
fences, wiKreb\ we stand chargeable, as it were 
in thy book, with debts which we can never clear \ 



II^' LORD'is FrAVSr FARAPHRASEZJ; 

Yet do thou freely forjrivc them zW^ as ive also' 
dctirc u^J'f^ivc our r/ri.'ar^ /} ea such pardon 
mav we rtCv ivcr lio n thcc our God asvv'e are wil- 
linp^ U) impa! T lo ihenn 

Audau not hnng us into circiimstancea of pn^sff- 
ing; tcmfita/iorij kat our Virtue should be van- 
quished, and our S')"ls e 'daiip^fred by them : but 
it we iriuht be thus tried, do thou graciously flfe-' 
Iher us from tlu- power of" the evU one^ th the 
may net triumph in our sin and ruin. These 
things wc know that thou canst do for thy chiU 
drcn, ai^d we are humbly bold to hope thou wilt 
do tiitm for us. 

For thine is the kingdom of universal nature, 
and the fulness of ahnii^hry powers and the gl^ry 
of infinite perfection ; and to thee be the praise of 

all ascribtdyor ever^ Amen. 

« 

And n§w may the peace of God which pas^eth 
all undtrstandingy keep our hearts ana mindi' 
throufrh Jesus Christ. And^nay the grace of our 
JLord Jesus Christy and the love of God- and thr 
communion of the Holy Ghost ^ be witii us allmovk 
(mdjor ever. Amen.^ 
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OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



To be ifttroduced in any of the preceding fermii upon the 
eceuil'enceB to which they are adapted. JVt B. 

It maf be proper for the person who reads the prayers 
preYiautly to mark the places where any of these occasion* 
al peUlioas may most coDvenieatly be introduced. 



On the Birth oj a Child. 

• 

WE bless thee, Father of mercies, for the late 
instance of thy goodness vouchsafed to this fami* 
ly. Adored be thy name, that hi the time of dan* 
ger and difficulty thou wast pleased to display 
3iy saving power and mercy. Wc thank thee 
that thine handmaid is the living mother of a liv« 
irg and perfect child. Write a law of love and 
gratitude on our hearts for this h*esh instance of 
thy providential care, and grant that the life which 
thou habt gi\ en, and the life which thou ha^t pre- 
served, may be devoted unto tliec, and be pre* 
cioub in thy si;^ht. 

Be pleased to perfect the mercy which thou 
bast begun, and speedily restore thine hundmaid 
to htalth dnd strength ; and grunt tliat cv«t\ ad^ 
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diiional mercy may be considered and. improved 
by us as an acldiiional obligation to love and serve 
thee. May we and ours b? the Lord's. 



Here may properly be added any of the JbUawmg 
petitions f which may also be used on other $cea» 
sions.J 



For the Children of the Family^ 

O LORD our God, the God of the spirits of 
all flesh ; all souls are thine : the souls of the 
partrnts» and the souls o/ the childtcn are thine. 

It is thy good providence which hath built U9> 
vp into a fanLily. We thank thee for the chik 
dren which thou liast graciously given thy ser- 
vants. We pray that thou who hast blessed Uf^ 
\iith them, wilt make them blessings to us. 

We lament the corrupt nature which they de- 
rive from us. But we bless thee that there is a 
fountain opened for their cleansing, and that they 
were betinies dedicated to thee. Lord take thenv 
as members ot thy family. They are thine ; sav^' 
them^ cindltt the ni be owned as thine in that dayr- 
when thou makcsst up thy Jewels. 

Give tiem i^ood ciipacities, and good disposi- 
tioijs of mind* Make them tractable, and willing, 
to receive iiistruclion. IncViv.ti \.V.^r[\>ck^x\vv\^'&xvi 
rdigiun and virtue. Lord giNc. xVv^rcv y^vb^^TO; 
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md understanding, and drive out the foolishness 
Jiat is bound up in their hearts. 

Savtf them froin the vanity to which childhood 
and youth are subject. Fit them to live <:omfort- 
ably and usefully in the world. We ask not 
great things for them on earth. Give them, if it 
please thee, an healthful constituticiU of body ; 
preserve them from evil accidents ; and feed tlicm 
with food convenient for thenu But above all, 
we pray that thou wilt pour out thy Sj/n it upon 
OUT seed, and thy blessing upon our ofl'spring:; 
that they may be a seed to serve thee, v\ hich shall 
be accounted to the Lord for a gen^^ration. O 
give tlieni that good part whicli shall aicver be 
t«iken from them^ 

Give ns wisdom and grace to bring up our 
children in thy fear, in the nurture and admoiii- 
iton of the Lord ; with meekicss and tenderness ; 
and having them in subjection with gravitj'-. 
Xtach us, that we may teach them the thiigs of 
God, as they are able to bei^r them. Dispose 
us to reprove, and to admonish, and when there is 
ticed, to correct them in a proper manner. 
Help us to set them good examples of every thing 
that is virtuous and praise- worthy. Enai)lc us 
fioto train them up in the way they sliould go, 
that if they live to be old they may never depart 
from it. 

Keep them from the snare of evil company and 
all the temptations of youth. Make them seiisi- 
ble how much it is their interest as well as 
duty to be religious betimes. And Lord grant, 
tliur none of them may be fl^^und at the lefl haad 
oi Christ at the last day. 
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We ciir'nestly pray that Christ may be formed 
in their hearts betimes, and that we may have 
the satisfLiction ot seeing our children walking in 
the- truth, and setting their faees heavenwards. 

Prosper the means of their education. Let 
all our children be taught of the Lord, and give 
them to kno .V thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent. May they from 
children know the holy scriptures, which arc able 
to make them wise unto salvation. As far as they 
are taught the truth as it is in Jesus, may they 
continue in the things which they have learned. 

It is our heart's desire and prayer, that our 
children may be praising God on earth, when we 
arc gone to praise him in heaven; and that we 
and they may at last meet together there, to serve 
and enjoy thee forever. 

If it should please thee to remove any of them 
from us in their youth, give us grace submissive* 
ly -to resign them to thee, and let us have hope ifi 
their death. If thou shouldest see fit to take us 
from them while they are young, be thou a father 
to them, to teach and provide for them» O tboa 
in whom the fatherless findeth mercy. Thou 
knowest our care concerning them ; O enable us 
to cast it upon thee believing that lho» carest for 
them. 



OCCASIONAL PRAYEL13. 121 



Previous to the Baptism of a Cfuld.^ 

WE adore thee, O gracious Father of man- 
kindi that thou hast continued the human race in 
existence until now, and that still the sons and 
daughters of Adam continue to be born, and re- 
plenish the earth. We bless thee for the addi- 
tlon which thou hast lately made to our family ; 
and we pray that the child which thou hast given 
to thy servants may be spared as a blessing unto 
us, and may be acknowledged as one of thy chiU 
dren. 

Encouraged by thy promise and covenant, we 
humbly give it up unto thee. Be thou graciously 
pleased to assist us in that solemn act of dedica^ 
tion in which we are about to engage, [Deliver 
us from formality and hypocrisy in celebrating 
the ordinance of baptism. Help us rightly to 
understand, and duly to attend to the meaning 
of this service,] May we ourselves be entirely 
thine own, and be enabled in sincerity and in 
faith to give up our little one unto thee, earnestly 
desiring that it may be a partaker of the peculiar 
blessings of thy gracious covenant, and firmly 
resolving, in the strength of thy gracej to train 
it up for thee. May thy presence be with us, and 
thy blessing upon us, in this solemn service, that 
so it may be made of great and lasting benefit to 
us and ours. Pour out thy Spirit vv^Gi\ our 

*This may be used by those w\\o oV\tc.\.V.oH>cv^\iV^<\v«vv^ 
Infanta, on the dedicatioa of \heift lo ^o^5i> orivXivck^ ^^^ ^'^ 
passage mavked [ ] . 
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seed, and thy blessing upon our offspring, and 
prant that we and the child [children] thou hast 
piven us, may be indeed members of thy spir. 
itunl family, and may be at last admitted to dwell 
together in thine house eternal in the heavens. 



^ifur the Baptism for Dedication J of a Child* 

ACCEPT, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee, 
of the solemn act of devotion, in wliich we have 
lately been engaging, in dedicating our Uitle one 
unto thee. Hear the prayers which have been 
presented to thee oh the behalf of this child, and 
all tlie members of our family. Help us to re- 
member that the vows cf God are upon us, and 
enable us conscientiously to fulfil them. Incline 
our hearts to attend to the instructions and exhor- 
tations which have been addressed to us, rcspe«t* 
ing our duty as Christians, as heads of a family 
and as parents. Let us not be v;anting in the 
use of any proper means f»rthe ten poral and 
eternal benefit of our oftspring. May we dili- 
gently provide for those of our own hou se, i«nd 
above all things may we be attentive to their im- 
mortal interests. Lord give us that wisdom and 
resolution which we so much need in the educa- 
tion of infant minds, and in the right government 
of the family committed lo our c^xc. W W\.^\^r 
others do, may we and ours tesoVv^ Vo ^^xn^ \>cv^ 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 123 

LiOrcL May we command cur children and 
househould after us to keep thy ways. May thy 
grace assist, and thy blessint^s succeed us, in ail 
our attemps for thy glory, and the eternal welfare 
of the precious souls committed to our trust. — 
O may wc be the honoured instruments of train- 
ing up a godly seed, and of bringing many sons 
and daughters to glory. 

Bless the child which we have lately been de- 
voting; to thee. O may it live before thee ! If 
thou shouldst see fit to remove it in infancy, may 
we cheerfully resign it to thee, from whom we re- 
ceived it, remembering that the Lord who gave 
has a right to take it away. If its life should be 
spared, may it be a comfort to us, aud a blessing 
to the world and church. O Lord preserve it 
frDm the snares of a wicked world into which it Is 
born, early sanctify it by thy gruce, and train it 
up for thine heavenly kingdom. 

Bless the rising generation in general, and the 
children of this family in particular : grant that 
they may be a seed to serve thee ; and at the last 
great day, may we meet them with comfort at 
the right hand of Christ, saying. Lord, here are 
we and the children whom thou hast given us. 



On the Death of a Childy or other Relative. 

O TllOU sovereign disposer of alt eveut^^ ^^ 
hu nhly cicviuwledge thv w -^A^xv \v\^^\^|^^^^^'^- 
acss in the breach whicVi Xi\uM Y\icA vc^^^^ ^^s^^io^» 



.1 
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f !r i!v. The Lord gave and the Lord hath takeu | 
:.v\ V : blessed be the name of the Lord.--^ 
.Sr.oTK.rt us, VrC pray thee, under this trial, and 
< ,\ '. ;;•:> ^T'dvil us the sanctified use of it. Teach 
r cffictually, by this stroke of thy provi. 

:•:.', liic viiiiity of human life, the uncertamty 
. f c ;:? larihly cumforts, our entire dependence 
j.jiritlue, i\i\& the infinite value of thy favour, 
;:;(• of ;r.i interest in Jcsus Christ, which alone 
ri. ;i. Id the soul solid support under the trials. 
\v!: ii awai: us in this vale of tears.' 

\\ lien creature-comforts fail, O may we be 
iL(' ntartr to thyself, the inexhaustible fountain. 
i fv-moic ill us an entire submission to thy wise 
:.'(1 holy will, believing that thy judgments are 
s: lit, and that it is in very faithfulness thou hast 
ifHicud us. Wean our hearts more from thiai 
world, u'ld quicken us in our preparation for our 
f !' parture out of it. Grant that all of us |^and es- 
i coiaily the young] may be suitably affected with 
V.v-' ronsid^^ration of our frailty and mortality. 

Since our dtar deceased [child] [friend] can- 
?.ot rclurn to us, but we must soon goto [him] 
['ar] ; Lord grant that we may be prepared to 
iv)IIow, whenever the summons shall come. Help 
us to live as becometh d)ing, and yet immortal 
crtatures ; and O grant, that whatever painful 
reparations death may make between any of us 
who now survive, we may all at last meet in that 
bl.ssed world, where there is no more sorrow, 
nor cr\ iug, nor death, but where we shall for 
ever live and rejoice together in the presence of 
our God and Saviour. 
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fVhcti any one in the Family is side. 

Most mcrdful Father, look down we beseech 
thee, with a compassionate eye, upon that mem- 
ber of our family on whom thou hast laid thine 
afflicting hand. Thou ai t the great physici m of 
the body as well as the soul Speak thou the 
word and [lie] [she] shall b* healed. Direct to 
the use of proper n.eans, and kt thy blessing ren- 
der them effectual [tliat no this sickness may not 
be unto death, but for thy glory.] Ltt health 
and strength be speedily restored, if it be thy 
blessed wil!, but especially we pray that the af- 
fliction may be sanctified. Let pain and disor- 
der of body be made the means of health to the 
soul, that so thy servant may have cause to say, 
it was good for f him] [her] to be afflicted. 

Particularly we pray that thou wilt give to 
[him] and us submission to thy holy will, and 
prepare us for the issue, whatever it may be. If 
thou shouldest see fit to take [him] out ot this life, 
O Lord, fit [him] for another and better* 



On the Recovery (if any (me from Sickness. 

ACCEP r, O Lordj our grateful acknowled^* 
ments, for the kind appearawce o'l Xlwj ^\w\^^^^'<i' 
on tiic bvhalf ol on« m lYvvb VdXsSi^ ^ H«\^^7s^ ^^^ 
L 2 
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hast recovered from sickness [and raised from tttt 
borders of the grave. Thou kiikst and makesC 
alive, thou woundcst, and thou healest.3 Make 
[hini] whom thou hast restortrd^and all tne mem- 
bers ol this family, unleignedly thankful for ihy 
dL'Iivtring mercy, and let £lns} life and otsrs shew 
forth thy praise. Grant that both the affliction 
and the mercy may be sanctified as the means of 
bringing [himj and us hearer to thyself and 
quickening us in the great duties of life' ; and O 
prepare us for a dying hour whensoever it shall 
come. To- us to bve may it be Ghf isf,- aiiid ta 
di« gain. 



i«rfM*< 



For one expecting the Time of Travail, 

WE humbly entreat thy favoutaWe regard 
towards thy handmaid expecting the hour of na^ 
lure's sorrow. Be* pleased to carry her safely tor 
and through it. Help her to trubt in thee, and 
do thou manifest thy delivering mercy, so as to 
give us renewed occasion to rejoice in thee as 
the God of salvation; to v^hom belong the issuesr 
from death. May every addition to this family 
be made in mercy, and do thou give us a name 
better than of sons and daughters^ 
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For Direction in any important Concern. 

O THOU God of wisdom and of k)vc ; we* 
desire to acknowledi^ thee in ali our waj's« Be 
pleased^ according to thine own word of \>roin- 
\bitt to direct our pctths^. Sriiew us the way in whicb 
we should go, and help us to pursue such meas- 
ures as shall be most for our comfort and useful- 
nesSy and lor the glory of thy name. Prosper 
lis, lire entreat thee, in our undertaking, and give 
us the«atistactton to find that we have done what 
was rights Anii^lst alt the intticate patns of life 
do thou guide us by thy counsel, and let integrity 
and Hprigiitoess ever preserve us, fur we warit om 
lkee«* 



For d young Person goih^fiam home with a P^ieutt 

to Business, 

We acknowledge thy providence, OGod, irt 
all that concerns the welfare of bur iamily, and 
would commit to thy tafe the young person iiovV 
about to leave it, in order to prepare for his fu- 
ture employment in life. We pray thee gra* 
ciously to L.ircct his steps. Let thy wisdom be 
his gdide, and thy ()ower his defence. Ket|j 
hun tram all the tcm^)tdUom Vo vi\»sJ5\ \iw% ^>:»ii:^- 
tion may expose him« L^xVate^^Vj "M&^^i^S^^^ 
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ness preserve hini. Give him favour with those 
amonjj whom he shah reside, and make him faith, 
ful to the trust that shall be reposed in him. May 
]k' be diligent i:i business, and at the same time 
fervent in spiiit, serving the Lord. Keep him 
from the snares of evil company, and from the 
infl.ience of all you hful lu^>ts. Fit him for an 
honourable and useful station in future life, an^ 
make him a bkssinfi; in the wo Id and church. — 
In all his gettings may he get understanding, and 
secure that better part which shall not be tike » 
Hway from himt 



For any goings or gone a Journey i 

TO thy care and bWssing, O God^ we com* 
tnit [such as have] [one who has] a journey \n 
view, [ar, are upon a journey.] Graciously be 
pleostd to keep [themj [him or her] from all the 
evils of the way. Grant them a comfortable in. 
terview with [their] friends, and return [them] 
in health and safety. Preserve us going out and 
coming in from this time forth and for ever : and 
especially keep us from sin- 

\If the journey he with a view to health 3 

Be pleased to bless the means used in order td 
the rirsiomtinn and e^tabUshmeutof bodily health 
<^nd sttength j and {> rant espcc\^\\>j X\\bX v\v^ ^^\&. 
n2aj' be in health and prospt:r. 
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On returning from a Journey in Safety, 

PRAISED be thy goodness, O thou God of 
our lives, for the protection which thou hast af- 
forded to [some] [one] of this family, amidst the 
dangers of travelling. Thou prescrvest man and 
beast. Make us duly sensible of our obligations 
to thy providential care, and do thou continue to 
w^atch over us at home and abroad ; and grant that 
while we live and move and have our being in 
thee, we may live to thy praise. Preserve us in 
the great journey of life, and bring uss^e to oar 
eternal home^ 



On being preserved in Circumstances of imminent 

Danger. 

O THOU kind Shepherd of Israel ; unto thee 
we tender our unfeigned thanksgiving for the sea- 
sonable deliverance which ihou hast wrought out 
for [one ofl this family, in a lime of imminent 
danger. In thy hand our breath is, and thi.^e are 
all our ways : thou keepest our eyes from tears, 
our fi et from falling, and our souls from death. — 
Help us ever to put our trust in ihee^ and to caa* 
sectciic the lives which tUouW^X. ^xvi'^'C\N^^^»'^^ 
service »nd honour. 
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Previous to the Celebration of the Lord's Sufi- 
pi:r ; to be introduced in a Prayer Jbr the 
Lord^s Day Mornings at the place marked^*. 

GRACIOUS Gi;d, be with those of us who 
arc going to celebMtc the memorials of cur Sav- 
iour*s death at his table. The preparation of the 
heart in man is from thee the Lord. Work in us> 
we beseech thee, those dispositions of soul, and 
excite in us those holy and devout a£rcction% 
which are suited to this ordinance. 

May we find our hearts truly humbled for our 
Skins ; may we look on him whom we have pierc-^ 
(d, and mourn ; and may the blood of Christy 
wiiich spenkcth better things than the blood -of 
Abtl, be spriiikled upon our consciences, to purge 
us from dead works. 

May cur fellowship be with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. Enable us cheerfully and 
unreservedly to give up ourselves unto thee, in 
the bonds of an everlasting covenant. Give us 
to feel the constraining iiifluence of a Saviour's 
love, that so we may resolve henceforth to live un- 
to lim who died 11 r us. 

Help Hs to cherish an ardent love towards all 
mc!i, especially towards our christian brethren, 
and dispose us to forijjive all that have trespassed 
against us, as God for Christ's sake huth forgiven 
us. By waiting upon the L rd in hi^ ordinances, 
may we renew our strength, and be cjuickciied 
in onr way to hciwen. Hj the cross * f Christ 
nJBy the world be crueiLcd^vj us^ u\A vwa'^ ^^>»fc 
cruciGtd to the world* 
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After receiving the Lord^s Supper. 

LORD, we bless thee for another opportunity 
fofhhewiiig forth the death of Christ at his table. 
Help us to remember the vows of God which are 
upon us, and make us diligent to fulfil th(::m. 

Knable us to live and act in a manner becom- 
ing the disciples of a crucified Master, that so 
others may take knowledge of us that we have 
been with Jesus. O suffer us not to dishonour 
that worthy name by which v/e are called Help 
us to walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise. 

Make us watchful against all the occasions of 
sin, and the temptations to it. Let us not be 
conformed to the world, in its sinful customs and 
fashions, but mav wc be transformed in the re- 
newing of our mtnds. As Christ died for our 
.»ins, may we be dying daily unto them ; and as 
he rose again from the dead, may we arise to 
newness of life. By holding communion with 
Chiist in his ordinances, O may we be advancing 
in our love and likeness to him, and be growing 
more and more meet for that blebsed world whith- 
er he is gone, where we shall ilo more need these 
memorials of him, but shall see his face, and en- 
joy his love for ever. 
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Jt the Close or Beginning of a Yean 

ETERNAL Jehovah, whose nature is un* 
dvinp;eablc, and of wkosc years there is no end $ 
\\c bless thcc that, amidst all the vicissitudes and 
d:ui.L;cr.> to which we are subject, thou makest 
our lives thy care. Hitherto the Lord hath help- 
ed us. We desire this day to call to remem- 
brar.cc the years of the right hand of the Most 
High. Goodness and mercy have followed us 
all t:ie days of our lives, VVe would now par- 
ticuliirly call to mind the mercies of the last yean 
We are the living, the living to praise thee, as we 
do this day. Blessed be God for all the mercies, 
personal and relative, temporal and spiritual, with 
which the past year has been crowned. 

To thy care, direction, and blessing we com- 
mit ourselves and each other for the following 
part of our lives, and especially for the year en- 
suing. VVe know not what even a day, and 
much less what a year, may bring forth : nor 
would we wibh to know. It is enough for us to 
be assured that our times are in thy hands.-— 
There we cheerfully leave our:>elves and all our 
concerns, prayinp^ and believing that thou wilt 
order all t: ings wisely cud graciously for us. 

We pray, with subuiibsion to tliy sovereign 

will, that thou wouldst continue our lives, and 

preserve our health and comforts to the close of 

another year. But especi illy we pray that thou 

wouldst prepare us for, awd ^^l.a^u^'^ vou's*^ xJwi. 

events of it, whatsoever tbcy ra^y \i^» 
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We would humbly lament the sins of the year 
past, as well as all the former sins of our lives.-— 
We beseech thee, of thine infinite mercy, to par. 
ilon them ; and grant us grace to watch and strive 
Against the repetition of them. May all old things 
pass away, and all things become new. 

We desire to begin tne new year with God.— 
We would afresh commit ourselves to thy care, 
and consecrate ourselves to thy service. And 
having done so, we desire cheerfully to refer all 
ibtare events to thine infinite wisdom, and father- 
ly goodness. 

As every year which passes brings us nearer to 
death and eternity, may it finJ us better prepar* 
ed for OHr great change. We know not but this 
year may be our last : God grant that it may prove 
our best* If thou hast so decreed that this year 
any of us shall die, O grant that death may be 
no terror nor surprise ta us. May we be dying 
daily to sin and the present world, so that wlien* 
ever we finish tiiis mortal life, we may enter upon 
that infinitely happy one which shall never end.— - 
May the close ot every year, and every d ly, find 
us wiser and better : more happy in ourselves, 
more useful to odiers, and more meet for that 
world where days and years shall be unknown, 
and time shall be no more. In thy presence may 
we there all spend a blesised eternity i 
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PRAYERS, 

SELECTED FROM THE WINDHAM 

COLLECTION^ 



A PRAYER FOR THE MORNING of a 
. PUBLIC THANKSGIVING. 

" GREAT Parent of good, to thee the bless- 
ed fountain of life, light, joy, and comfort, we 
desire to ascribe all glory. Thou art essentially 
love ; the earth is full of thy goodness, and thy 
tender mercies are over all thy works.— Thou 
f eedest the young ravens when they cry, and giv- 
est the beasts of the field their meat. 

" But special cause have we, to praise thee for 
thy goodness to man, whcm thou hast made but 
a little lower than the angels ; crowned with glo- 
ry and honour, and formed with capacities to 
know, serve, sflnd enjoy thee, the supreme good. 
We thank thy good providence that our lines 
have fallen to us in such pleasant places, and that 
we have such a goodly heritage ; that thou hast 
fed, and clothed and provided ior us, not the 
necesbarics o ily, but so many of the comforts 
and convenicncts of life ; that thou hast been out 
deliverer in danger, ourYvtV^ \cv XxKSNaJcJyR.^ ^:^^vssax 
guide in darkness* We wovM^'SlW^ ^vx^gf^ 
ii€ss which Iids been ouk pt^teOia^^xiftR. V*^"^"^"^ 
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in the (1i fenceless hours of sleep and darkiie^, anu 
Causes the day spring to know its place* 

'' Hut especially^ blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we are bless- 
td wilh spiritual blessings, in heavenly things^ 
i\\ ChiUt. Glory to God in the highest, that 
tl.cre i:> peace proclaimed on earthy and good 
Vvill to tlic children of men. We thank thy 
mercy, that the joyful sound ha& reached our 
f ars ; that we enjoy an accepted time ;. that we 
Iia\ e been favoured with so many instructions and 
motives to Lead us to the knowltdgei and to.quick- 
en us to the practice, o£ our duty ; and: that not» 
withstanding all our unfnutfulncss». our cuRdle- 
hXick i» not yet removed out of its place. We 
are among those monsters in creation, who have 
rebelled against that gracious Being who made 
tliem, and who have nourished and bcought them 
up as chcldren. We are those evil, and unthank- 
ful ones, on whom thou causest Ay sun to rise^ 
and rain to descend. Continually, are we pro* 
vcking thee,, to take from us thine abused mer- 
cies. 

'' O that thy g;oodncss might lead us to repent- 
ance ; and will God enlarge our hearts,, to praise 
bis sovereign love, for all bis ric|;!i mercies. Not 
isnto us, O Lord!, but to thy name, be all the 
praise. 

** Prepare our hearts, to unite with thy people 
in grateful offerings, for private and public mer- 
C!es. We thank thee that we have our favoured 
lot, in a land where thy churches are planted 
where civil and religious liberty abounds ; where 
we are favoured with the u e^ns ^i >i^^Ivx\>l.t«2wV 
^ifgc^ and the blessings otcwW ^o\exTvmcDX^ ^^\ 
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offer thee our grateful acknowledgments^ *in par- 
ticular for the mercy, which has crowned the 
present year ; that w« are permitted to enjoy such 
measures of health, peace, and plenty ; that thou 
hast caused the earth to yield its increase, and 
the trees their fruit, and hast so liberally supplied 
the wants of thy numerous offsprings 

** O help us to praise thee aright, for thy good- 
ness, and for thy wonderful works to the children 
of men ! and may thy mercy and loving kindness 
be still continued. O thou keeper of Israel, and 
Saviour thereof, be thou alw a} s in the midst of 
us ; be our light, our defence, and glory ; though 
our iniquities testily against us, do thou it for thy 
name's sake« 

** Direct in the great councils of our nation.— 
Bless thy servant the President oi these states, 
and all in places of subordinate trust. Let not 
the wicked bear rule, nor the vile be exalted. Let 
no root of bitterness spring up to trouble us ; 
lay thy restraints on the strong corruptions of the 
heart, and dispose thy people to a due subjection 
to lawful authority, not for wrath, but for con- 
science sake. Bless this state and the govern* 
iiAentmore immediately over us; bless ail means 
for the advancement of knowledge, and the use- 
ful arts; and may thy blessing, which maketh 
rich, rest upon our basket, our store, and on all 
the labour of our hands. But, above all, we pray 
that thou woiildest rain down righteousness upon 
us } cause pure and undtfilcd religion to revive ; 
and may Zion rise from the dust, and put on her 
beautiful garments. Be w^tVv vSci^ xsCvcc^^x^ ^ 
thine everiasting gospel •. ^\\d wvvj ^<cSx\»s:*^ 
made strong by th€ Wd& ol >3a& ^^J^^"^^ ^'^ 
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Jacob; Extend the kingdom of the Redeemer 
to the remotest ends of the earth- ; and under the* 
influence ot that religion^ which is* love } may 
war have an end, and all the members of this thy 
great family unite in brotherly luve. 

*' Establish thy pceciims covenant with us of 
tliis house, and to. all thy gifts wilt thou add a 
grateful hearts Prepare us and all thy people for 
the public solemnities, of this day : and may we 
so otter praise that we may glorify God« 

" We commit ourselves, O God,, and all for 
whom we ought to pray, to thy infinite mercy in 
Christ Jesus ; to whom, with the Father, and 
Spirit of truth, be all praise throu(jh. everlasting; 
ages* Amen»" 



A PRAYER bob: ths EVENING on a 
PUBUC THANKSGIVING. 

^ O LORD GOI> of hosts, thou art a God^ 
merciful and gracious ; slow to anger, of greats 
kindness, and: forgivest iniquity. lAider tiiis en« 
dearing. character j we sinners desire now to ap« 
proach thy mercy scat ; imploring thy grace, and- 
blessing thy great and* glorious name, for all tbaC 
goodness in. which thoahast been passing before 

" Accepty most gracious God; our repeated 

tfafinksfor all our public, domestic, and personal 

blessings and privileges ; for that goodness, which 

Mas attended us thus for in the iouroey of life, and 
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ef which we have had fresh- experience in the 
abuTidant supplies, and blessings> of the present 
year. Olrr fathers have told usof thy works of 
Old, and our eyes have seen thy sulvation. Thy 
mercy, O' Lord t endures forever, 

•* But we render special thanks^ to thee, Father 
of mercies, for the unspeakable gifc of* thy Son* 
to a guiky world, and that gOdpel, which brings^ 
life and inunortaltty to light, knpresa U8$ w& 
pray thee, with some suimble sen^e of thy great,, 
numberless, and undeserved favors. O leave us 
not to abuse all these pi^oious privileges, and' 
pervert them to our aggravated destruction jleave 
us not to dishonor our AUuighty friend ai id bene- 
fector. May such a deep sense of th} ricli grace 
knpress our hearts, as .^hall quicken us to duty,, 
and restrain us from every thing ofi^nsive to thee. 

*' By the great goodness of God tO' us-; most 
unworthy sinners, may we be dibposed to be 
merciful) as our Father i.i heaven is merciful ; 
may we love to do good ; be ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate^, and disposed to forgive 
our enemies. We humbly implope the contiau* 
anceof thy favour and kindne^is; meroifully do" 
away our sins,, and let them not awaken thy just 
wrath. Foolishness is bound up in^ our hearts,, 
and we are beat to backslide ;but with thee there 
is fotgiveness.^ O forgive all our sins, and the 
sins of our land ; and let wisdom, and knowU 
edge, be the stability of^ our times, and the fear 
of the Lord our treasure.* 

'^ Continue tebe the Guardian, and) Benefactor 
of our land ; not in the wisdom of man, or aa- 
arm of flbsh, but in the Lord- of hosts^we would 
put our trust* Contioue our jgieaufv andliacxnuA. 
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our prosperity ; scatter every dirk elou J which 
hangs over us ; bicbs all m places of public trust ; 
maker them faithful, and may they receive, fraa 
the fountiiiii of light, all needful direction* May 
agriculture, coininerce« and useful arts flourish 
amon{; us ; and all institutions for promoting 
knowledge, enjoy thy gracious smiles* Be whh 
those that go down to the sea in ships ; may they 
Lchold the works of the Lord there, at>d his won- 
ders in the deep, and be brought to their desired 
liaven 

^' Order the seasons in mercy to us ; and may 
we be preserved through the iiiclemeticies of the 
approachinfo^ winter. 

** Bless this state ; may all ii> the executivey le- 
gislative and judicial departments see, and pursue 
our true interests, and be made ministers ot God 
for good i and we pray^ that a spirit of order, in- 
dustry, frugality, temperance, and submission 
to lawful authority, may prevail among us. O 
God, may the richer blessings of thy *grace be 
ours ; teach transgressors thy ways, aiul let the 
children of Zion be glad in their King. Dispose 
thy people to enquire after tiiee, and hear those 
tliat pray for Jerusalem's peace. O give thy Son 
the heathen for his inheritance^ and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession : and 
may the time speedily come, when they shall 
no longer hurt or destroy, in all thy holy moun* | 
tain. 

** Dwtll in this, and aB our towns ; supply des- 
titute flocks with pastors after thine own heart, 
and send forth faithful labourers into thy vineyard* 
May the candle of the Lord ever shine around 
cur dwellings^ and let each of us see the salva* 
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tioit of God* Accept, most gracious God» our 
thanks for what of thy goodness we have this clay 
experienced ; for the many bounties of thy prov- 
idence, and the joyful occasion^ and opportunity 
we have had to unite with thy people, in public 
ascriptions of praise. Bless these means toawak* 
en our hearts to gratitude ; accept our poor at* 
tempts to serirc thee ; and may we live to the glo* 
ty of our Benefactor.. We beg thy carci and 
protection, this night. Give us the rest of thy 
belovedi May goodness,, and mercy, follow us 
all the days of our lives ; and prepare us to jbia 
IB the new song of thy redeemed in heaven ; as- 
cribing to the Father, Son,^ and Spirit^ gloiy 
without end. Anzen.^^ 



i . 



A PRAYER MM THE MORNING or j^ 

PUBUC FAST. 

** HOLY, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty^ 
we adore thee, as the sovereign Lord, and pro- 
prietor of the UHiverse, by whom^ all things in 
heaven and earth were created,, and constantly 
upheld and supported. «We, Lord, are thy crea« 
tures, and acknowledge ourselves under infinite, 
and unceasing obligations, to love, serve and 
obey thee. AH we have is thine,, and ali^ we can 
render to thee, is our most reasonable service. — 
Thy law is holy, just, and good, and in all thou re- 
^iiirest,^ thou hast united our duty and ha\;;\ilw&3&« 
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** Bul Lard, we acknowledp:ei that we have 
most wickedlyi and ungratefully departed from 
thee ; and that God, in whose hand our breath is, 
ami whose are all our ways^ we have not glorified. 
O God, we confess ourselves utterly vile, and 
altogether unclean, in ihy sight. Alt the facul- 
ties of our souls have become polluted, by sin ; 
our understandings are dark ; our wills rebellious^ 
and our affections so depraved, that we have lov- 
ed and served the creature more than the Creator. 
The carnal mind, which naturally reigns widiin 
usp is enmity to God ; and this corrupt fountain 
has defiled all our actbns. We have hated in? 
struction, and despised reproof ; have abused 
thy goodness, and disregarded thy wamiags^ and 
by our un thank fulness, incorrigibleness, and dis* 
obedience, are continually provoking thee to 
come against us in thy wrath. If thou shouldest 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand ? But 
with thee there is forgiveness, and we have thy 
most gracious promise, that he who confesseth 
and forsaketh his sin, shall find mercy. O God> 
we no'v defsire to take hold of thy merciful en- 
couragement ; acknowledging ourselves without 
excuse, and hating and renouncing our evil 
thoughts and ways, we would east ourselves help- 
less and guilty upon the arms of thy mercy i beg* 
ging that for the sake of thy Son, thou would- 
est blot out our transgressions, and not enter into 
thy J idgmtnt wiih us. 

** \s ti.is day is set apart for fisting, humilia- 
tion nd prayer, we beg that God would pour on 
us, and ail his peofyle, a spirit of grace and sup- 
plication, of lepentance, and reformation. Give 
vs av affecting sight of the hatefuloess of sin ; 
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may we rend our hearts, aiid not our garments, 
and break oiF our sins, by working ri^rhteousness, 
that we may keep such a fast as the Lord shall 
choose^ Prepare us for the blessings of true pen- 
itents, and enable all thy people to bring forth 
fruits, meet for repentance, by forsaking the 
ways of sin. Cause the wickedness of the wick- 
to come to an end! may the Rcdeeiier come 
to Zion, and turn away ungodiiness from Jacob, 
and let the converts of righteousness be greatly 
multiplied. Withdraw not, we beseech thee, 
the tokens of thy favour from the land of our na- 
tivity ; remove the judgments we feel ; preserve 
us from those who justly fear ; may the mercies we 
enjoy be continued, and those we need be be« 
stowed. Rule in the hearts of our rulers ; coun- 
sel our counsellors, and give our senators wis- 
dom. Preserve us from internal disorder, and 
from foreign injury and invasion. Bless us when 
We go out, and when we come in ; may the voice 
of health and rejoicing be heard in all our habita- 
tions : Open thy bountiful hand, and supply the 
Wants of thy numerous offspring, whose eyes are 
Waiting on thee for the supplies of another year. 
Cause the earth to bring forth grass for cattle and 
herb for the service of man* Continue thy bless- 
ed gospel among us ; and may every heart wel- 
come the joyful sound. Fill the world with thy 
glory, and the rich favour of thy grace* 

^i Will God accept our thanks, tor all the pul^l^ 
lie and private blessings, bestowed on such un- 
worthy creatures. We thank thee for. the qui^t 
and refreshing rest of the past night, and the light 
and comforts of this morning ; may we this diy 
be directed, and preserved in all our ways^ Ptc* 
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pare us for the duties of thy p:i lie worship ; pre« 
pare a word for our hearts, and our hearts to re- 
ceive it. May we acid thy people, present be- 
fore God the oblation of a broken and contrite 
heart ; and may it be our concern, not to appear 
unto men to fabt, but to him who tieeth in secret 
'* Without any merit or worthiness of our owa 
we offer these our requests, through the medh' 
tion of our exalted High Pnest^ to whom, with 
the Father, and Holy Spirit, be equal houours« 
and everlasting praises. Amen*'' 



A PRAYER FOR THE EVENING or a 

PUBLIC FAST. 

^^ O GOD, thou art a great God, and a great 
King above all gods. The heavens, even the 
he aven are thine, and allrtheir hosts; die earth 
is thine, and the fulness thereof ; the world and 
they who dwell therein. Thou art of purer eyes 
dian to behold iniquity, neither shall evil dwell 
with thee ; thou art also good, and doest good, 
delighting in mercy. We, Lord, are witnesses 
and monuments of thy goodness, for it is of thy 
mercy, that we are not consumed. It is infinite 
mercy, which gives us leave to pray, and to hope, 
for thy forgiveness. Blessed be God, for that' 
blood, which cleanseth from all sin ; for that per- 1 
feet rig-hteousness, which justificth the unffodly. 
As sinners^ wc now yreaeut o\xt^A\^^ ^ci^c^re 
r/iee/ pleading for n^rcy, and foi©N\xv% ^wst.— 
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We desire to forsake every false refuge, and to 
lay open our guilt, and wretchedness. 

" Thou, O God, hast been a constant witness 
of all the follies of our youth, and the sins of our 
riper years. How great has been the pride, the 
unbelief, and the obstinacy of our hearts ? We 
have been lovers of pleasure, more than lovers 
of God. We have said to the gold, thou art our 
hope, and to the fine gold, thou artourconfi. 
dence. We have been walking in the way of our 
own hearts, and in the sight of our own eyes, - 
while we have been practically saying to God, 
depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge 
of thy ways. 

"We confess, that this, our wickedness, has 
been aggravated, by all the counsels and warn- 
ings, the light and love, the vows and promises, 
against which we have sinned. 

" Under this load of guilt, we now make our 
humble flight to thy throne of mercy, seeking par- 
don, through die blood of atonement. 

*' To thee, O God, would we also bring our 
wretched hearts, begging thee to form them 
anew, by thy Holy Spirit. May we turn with 
abhorrence from all sin ; let nothing appear small 
by which God is ofllended, or the soul destroyed ; 
and may we, and all thy people, prove the sincer* 
ity of our repentance, by trying our hearts and 
ways, and turning unto the Lord. O, that, 
thoughtless multitudes might have their attention 
awakened, to inquire, what they shall do to be 
saved ; and may those who are striving against . 
sin, never be wearv, nor feint in thcvt \svvcv*5&. — 
Succeed a preached gospel \ xsi^ \\ ^\^x^ ^\>«^ 
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be attended with the demonstration of tlie Spirit, 
and with power. 

** Let glory dwell in our land ; preserve our 
national riglitSi and may the civil and religious 
jirivilejgcs which wc enjoy, be transmitted to our 
posterity. Make our rulers public benefactors, 
let not the tilings of our political peace be ever 
hidden from their eyes ; and may we. feci ^hc im- 
portance of intrusting our national concerns to 
those who fear God, and hate covetousness.— • 
Bless our colleges and literary institutions ; may 
streams flow from these fountains, which shall 
make glad the city of our God. Sniile upon us, 
with respect to the seasons ; give us a suitable 
seed time, and a plentiful harvest ; favour us 
with former and latter rains ; preserve us from 
destructive frosts, devouring insects, blasting 
mildew, and all the ministers of divine wrath. — 
Preserve us from sickness and pestilential dis- 
eases. 

" May things ever go well with us ; dispose 
thy people to the practice of all those duties on 
which the welfare of society depends ; restrain a 
spirit of faction and division ; subdue that self- 
ishness which produces perilous times ; and may 
that righteousness which exalteth a nation, be 
promoted. 

" Regard our wretched world with pity : be 
the defender of the righteous cause, and in ihee 
may the helpless find an Almighty friend. Still 
the commotions of the earth, and carry headlong 
the counsels of those who are taking counsel 
Mgainst tht Lwd) or the welfare of society, 

*' Accept our thanks for tVve ouvv^^ti xcvwclea 
and religious privileges, we W\e \K\s ^^^ ^xCyyj^ 
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ed. Our prayers need pardon, and our tears, the 
blood of sprinkling, to wash them. Seal instruc- 
tion to our hearts ; impress us with a deeper 
sense of the evil and destructive nature of sin ^ 
and as we have confessed, so help us to forsake 
sin. Will God bless, and build up our family ; 
whatever we are denied of present things, deny 
us not an interest in thy favour, which is better 
than life. May we lie down this night, pardoned 
and accepted ; sleep in safety, awake in peace ; 
and in thy due time, admit us to dwell in thy 
presence, where is fulness of joy, and at thy 
right hand where are pleasures for ever, there to 
render those ceaseless praises, which are due to 
the King Eternal, Immortal and Invisible, to 
whom be honour, and glory, for ever. Amen,** 



A MORNING PRAYER for a SCHOOL. 

** OUR Father in heaven, we thy ereatureSi de- 
sire now to draw near unto thee, and worship be- 
fore the Lord, our Maker, Thou, O God, hast 
made us, and in thy sovereign goodness hast 
made us wiser than the beasts of (lie field,' or the 
fowl of heaven, hast given us Boinds to know, 
love and enjoy thee, whose favour is life. To thee, 
O God, we are indebted for all we possess. We 
live in thy world ; we breathe thy air \ ^sA-^r. 
fed at thy table ; and \we coTvfc'^\V\»\ifc «^^ ^^^> 
and happiness, to love ^Livd ^J^tve. <taR«.> ^^^ 
our hearts ; and lo \ov^ otv^ ^Kvcf^^^ ^%^^ 



148 M0BNIN6 FRAYER FOR A S€HOOIr. 

of the same Father, and members of the same 
family. But we, Lord, have sinnedi and done very 
u ickedly ; foolishness is bound up in our hearts. 
Thou bast culled, but we have refused ; tliou 
hath stretched out thy hand, but we have not re- 
garded, but have set at nought thy counsel, and 
would not hearken to thy reproof. We now beg 
tl.ee, O God, whose glpry it is to forgive sin, 
to forgive all our wis, and may they not rise 
against us in the judgment to condienin us. We 
thunk thee, that Jesus Christ came 'to suffer and 
die for sinners^ and that he is e xalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel 
and remission of sins. Pardon us for his sak^. 
May we love our blessed Redeemer, and live 
henceforth not to ourstlves, but to him who died 
for us* Make us like him who was the chief 
among ten thousands, and altogether lovely. May 
we be meek and lowly, and true, and kind as the 

m Son of God was ; like him, may we be dis- 
posed to help all who are in distress, and to be 
continually employed in doing good. Bless each 
of us, O God, and all our friends and benefac- 
tors, 

*' Bless the youth here before thee ; by the 
means' the y enjoy, may they ha/e iheir minds 
enlightened, and receive that instruction, which is 
rieedful to fit them for every service to which they 
shall be called. Turn off their minds from be- 
holding vanity ; may they learn to love and serve 
the Lord, and to feel the importance of their time 
and privileges. Help them to flee youthful lusts, 
which war against the soul, ^wd to take heed to 
their ways according to thy nvotA. ^\^^ ^^^R:^ ^^ 

employ the precious seed time \X\c^ vv^vq tjo^^^^ 
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that they may secure a glorious harvest of present 
comfort, and future glory. 

'* We acknowledge thy good providence, 
whi^h has preserved us another night. We have 
slept in safety, and awoke in peace, for thou, 
Lord, hast sustained us. Will God be this day 
our guide and guard ; keep us from all evil, but 
especially from sin. In dependence on thy grace, 
may it be our resolution that our hearts shall not 
reproach us so long as we live ; and may we die 
in peace, and fall asleep in Jesus ; to whom, with 
thee, the Father, and thine Eternal bpirit, be glo- 
ry for ever. Amen/' 



An evening PRAYER foe a SCHOOL- 

"INCOMPREHENSIBLY Great, and ever 
glorious God, we adore thee as a Being infinite, 
Eternal and unchangeable. Thou canst do what- 
ever thou pleasest. Thou seest at once all things 
which have been, arc now or will be. Thy good- 
ness is over all thy works. Thou feedest the ra- 
vens when they cry, and givest to every be ist his 
meat. It is thy hand, great Parent of good, which 
spreadest our table, and fittest our cup ; and 
though we arc continHally provoking thee, by 
our sins to destroy us, still thou art doing us 
good, and waiting to be p^c\ows% ^^>5^i^5^ 
thee that another d^y \s c^A^^^ xo tsw^^^V^^^ 
lives ; hear iis, O GcA, n»Vv\\^ v«^«^^^ '^^''^ 
ued cure ; keep us lVi« m^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

XT O 
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fcpccless hours of sleep, spread over us the pro- 
ttccihg w iiig. May we lie down and rise up v\ith 
solemnizing thoughts of God who always bur- 
rounds us with his presence. 

*' Look with a favourable regard upon the 
youth tliat attend here, for the purposes of in- 
btiuclion; in this important part of their exist- 
ence, uiay they attuin that knowledge, and ac- 
quire tho^e principles of conduct, which shall 
rer.dLT them blessings to their friends and socie- 
ty, and ornaments to religion. Bless the fami- 
litts of which thiy are severally members; and 
may they who are entrusted in their education, 
feel the importance of bringing them up in the 
way in which thy should go, that when they are 
old they may not depart from it. Early possess 
the ir hearts by thy heavenly grace ; may they be 
sober, just, holy, temperate in all things ; obe* 
dient to their parents ; and may they return, with 
grateful love, the kindness of those who have 
supported and protected their infant days. Lead 
^them not into temptadon, but deliver them from 
evi!. May they seek the Lord while he is to be 
fo;: <!, and call upon him, while he is near. Bless 
ror A iiow men whom thou hast taught us to love. 
Bit' .-s our native country, and make this the glo- 
ry r.i nil lands. May the rising generation be^a 
gc-neiJiti *n to thy praise. 

** Make us all th^ children ; fit us to serve 

thee here, and to enjoy thee forever ; which we 

hu\iib!y beg, through the infinite merits of the 

Divii.e Redeemer ; to whom, with the Father of 

mercies, and Spirit of Uulh,beTCv^^t^d^lH\oa- 

onr^ giory u«d praise, wwld.V^vVvouX^tvA. K- 
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A MORNING PRAYER for a SCHOOL. 

" O GOD, thou art very great. Thou art 
clothed with honour, and majesty. The heavens, 
even the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee. 
Thine eyes are in every place beholding the evil 
and the good. May we always remember that 
wherever we are, there God is ; and that what- 
ever we are doing, thine eye is upon us : that 
thou art acquainted with all our thoughts, and the 
secret purposes of our hearts. May we remem- 
ber that our whole lives are recorded in thy book, 
for that great day when all our tlioughts, words 
and actions will be brought into judgment. Let 
us not indulge the vain hope, that we can conceal 
our sins from God^ or without repentance escape 
thy wrath. 

" We thank thy wisdom and love,' that wc 
have a time for repentance, and that thou hast 
said, that whosoever confesseth, and forsaketh his 
sin shall find mercy. Do thou, who art exalted 
to give repentance and remission of sins, give us 
hearts to mourn before thee all our !hgratitude 
and vileness ; that we have loved thee no more, 
that we have served thee no better ; and may we 
return as the prodigal, confessing that we have 
sinned, Father, agamst heaven, and before thee, 
and are not worthy to be called thy children. 

•* Wc beg that thou wouldst help us haxvci^ 
forth to forsake sin. M^i^ w^ fe»x d5^^^^^^S0«J^'^, 

his commandments ; Ao '^u^xVj^ ^^'^^.'^'^^1 '^^ 
walk humbly. Let us t\oX. do mv^ x5s\\svsl^"5 
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Gnd shall be offended, our fcHow creatures in- 
jured, our own consciences burdened with 
guilt. 

** Look favourably upon those here before 
thee, now in the morning nf life, lh:^t happy sea- 
son for religion ; impr^^ss them wiih a sense of 
the worth of their souls and the importance of 
thy favcuir. May they become early acqfK.inted 
with the wa\ s of Christ ; love their blessed Re- 
dce.r.er, and e^ratefully devote themselves to his 
service. May they duly honour their parents ; be 
respectful to tbtir superiors, and kind to one ano- 
ther ; possess them with a spirit of meekness and 
humility, of truth and faithfulness; may they buy 
the truth and sell it not. Help them to consider 
in what slippery places their feet stand, and to 
keep in view that solemn account wliich they 
must render to God, of the deeds done in the 
body. 

•* Impress our hearts with grateful sentiments 
for all the expressions of divine goodness; that 
we are brought to the pleasant light of this morn, 
ing, and for the ease and comforts we enjoy. Give 
us this day our daily bread ; order all our cir- 
cumstan^s in mercy ; prepare us for the solem- 
nities of death ; and when heart, and flesh shall 
fail, will God then be the strength of our hearts, 
and our portion for ever ; and all the glory shall 
be to the Eternal Deity, Father, Son^ and Spirit^ 
world witkout end. AraenV* 
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An evening PRAYER tor a SCHOOL. 

" ALMIGHTY God, thou hast made all 
things by, thy power, and by thy word they arc 
and were created. Thou saidst, let there be 
light, and there was light. Thou rulest the 
world thou hast made. It is thy delight to make 
thy creatures happy, and thou hast no pleasure 
in the death of him that dieth ; thou art good to 
all, and thy tender mercies are overall thy works«^ 
It is because thou art God| infinitely and un« 
changeably good, that we are not consumed ; for 
we have been undutiful children; slothful ser* 
vants, and rebellious subjects ; we have broken 
all thy commands, we have abused all thy mer- 
cies. 

** We desire now to humble ourselves before 
thee, for all our sins ; amd that we may be saved 
by his merits who came to seek, and to save 
those who were lost, 

*' Bless each of us ; our friends and benefac- 
tors. May we forgive all those who have wrong- 
ed as, as we need, aiid hope for thy forgiveness, 
whom we have so greatly provoked and injured. 

*' Grant thy blessing. Father of mercies, on 
the youth before thee ; make them mindful of 
the great end of their creation ; form them to be 
active instruments of thy glory, and of usefuU 
ness to mankind. Remembering that the joys of 
sin will soon end ; that sicknes^^ ^xv^ ^'^iss.^^ 
soon overtake them : \VvaX xWvcXw^^ ^^Ssv"^^ 
hands, and that they tv\u^X ^v"^^^"^ "^ Ni^'^>f^ ' 
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inent seat of Christ. May they seek that good 
understanding which those have who keep thy 
eomr^andiiKiiCs. From their youth, may they 
acqiiaiRtthemsehres with the holy scriptures, and 
take thiin for a lii^ht to their leet^ and a lamp 
to their paths. Keep them we pray thee, from 
the evils which are in the world, through lust ; 
keep them from evil company, from evil counsel- 
lors, from evil habits. Give wisdom and grace 
to those who have the care of 'them, to discharge 
their solemn trust with fidelity. May they suc- 
cessfully labour ta lead them to the knowledge of 
God, and to the practice of whatever things are 
just, honest, virtuous, and praiseworthy ; and 
grant thtm the great satisfaction of seeing their 
children walking in the truth. VVe pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of this evil world, 
but that they may be kept from evil, and live to 
be a comfort to their friends, and a blessing to^ 
mankind. With grateful thanks to that kind 
hand which has hitlierto preserved ws, we now 
implore thy protection this night. May we lie 
down in thy fear, and when we wake be still with 
thee. This evening sacrifice we offer in the name 
of our Great High Priest,' ascribing glory in the 
highest, to the Father, Son, and Spirit, now and 
evermore* AM LN,'* 
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